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Out of the shelters 
and into the sun 




Jerusalem Post Staff 

Life In the beleaguered northern 
towns and settlements slowly began 
to return to normal over the 
weekend, with a tense quiet prevail- 
ing after the cease-fire took effect 
on Friday. 

Nahariya residents once again 
sunned themselves on beaches and 
sipped drinks in reopened coffee- 
houses Saturday, after sleeping in 
their own beds rather than in 
shelters for the first time in nine 
days on Friday night. 

News of the cease-fire was 
received with a measure of am- 
bivalence on the part of northern 
residents. In both Kiryat Shmona 
and Nahariya, the happiness at the 
cessation of (he shelling was 
balanced by the fear that the break 
in hostilities was only temporary 
and that the terrorists would use the 
quiet period to beef up their arms 
and equipment. 

In Kiryat Shmona, there was 
some bitterness that the cease-fire 
was preceded by n heavy Katyusha 
barrage on Friday morning,- which- 
left one man dead and wounded 12 
others. 

Kiryat Shmona leaders Saturday 
called on the thousands of residents 
who had left the development town 
during the two weeks of shelling to 
return immediately and help in the 
town's revitalization. Some of the 
families who left have already made 
clear their intentions never to 
return. 


Begin expects to form 
coalition this week 


By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Menachem Begin's 
new government may be presented 
to the Knesset for approval at a 
special session on Thursday. Begin's 
original target date of Monday was 
found unfeasible following a first 
meeting of the proposed coalition 
parties on Friday. 

Representatives of all Likud fac- 
tions, the National Religious 
Party, Agudat Yisrael and Tami, ail 
agreed informally to work towards 
the Thursday goal. 

Friday's meeting of the parties 
had to be postponed for nearly two 
hours because of the special cabinet 
session on . the cease-fite issue. 
When the meeting finally got under 
way, the prime minister proposed 
that the new government be presen- 
ted Monday and that outstanding 
coalition snags be ironed out later. 

He said a new government was 
needed immediately because of the 
unstable situation in the north and 
because in August he is to meet 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat af- 
ter Sadat returns from his meeting 
with President Ronald Reagan. 
Then on September I, Begin said,, 
he himself would be going to 



In Nahariya, all industrial activity 
returned to normal Sunday, with 
many factories opening 7or the first 
time in two weeks. • 

On Friday, Industry, Trade ana 
Tourism Minister Gideon Patt 
announced the formation of a 
special fund to grant loans at easy 
terms' to businessmen and- in- 
dustrialists whose enterprises were 
affected by the shelling. 

He also said that a committee 
would be set up to look into the pos- 
sibility of compensation for indirect 
losses caused by the virtual -cessa- 
tion of production and the absence 
of tourists. 

Patt also announced that, ac- 
cording to a special arrangement 
worked out with the State Revenues 
Administration, merchants in the 
north will be able to defer 
scheduled payments of income 
taxes for a month. 

The deferment was granted after 
merchants claimed that huge stocks 
of goods had piled up. which would 
..normally be sold id the town's many 
tourists. 

Both public and private bodies 
around the country are working to 
improve the conditions in the north. 

Public Health nurses have been 
going from house to house in Kiryat 
Shmona, to locale solitary elderly 
persons who are confined to their 
beds. On Friday, 15 elderly persons 
were transferred to the old-age 
home in Safad. 
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Washington for his first meeting 
with Reagan. 

Despite its public stand against 
entering the coalition first and 
dealing with party demands later, 
the NRP nevertheless has let Begin 
understand that it would hot press 
for deliberation on all its 120 de- 
mands — on religious, social and 
economic issues — before Thurs- 
day. Most of these would be shelved 
Tor discussion later. 

Agudat Yisrael will convene its 
Council of Tora Sages by Thursday 
to approve the coalition agreement. 
. The sages are to counsel the party 
on how to go about pressing the de- 
mand that for purposes of recogni- 
tion as a Jew under the Law of 
Return, a proselyte must have been 
converted according to Halacha 
(Jewish religious law), thus dis- 
qualifying conversions performed 
by Reform and Conservative 
rabbis. 

In a compromise mentioned to 
Begin the NRP suggested that when 
a convert emigrates to Israel, his 
conversion would be subject to the 
approval of a local rabbinical court. 
This proposal had been summarily 
rejected by Liberal Deputy Prime 

(Cortfnutd on pap l) 


Firemen fight damage caused by a terrorist Katyusha attack on Kiryat Shmona on Friday 
morning, just before the cease-fire came Into effect. (Camera 2) 

The ‘fragile’ cease-fire 


By DAVID LANDAU 

Post Diplomatic Correspondent 

The "de facto cease-fire" an- 
nounced on Friday after the 
two-week “mini-war" brought a 
weekend of uneasy quiet to the 
north, gave rise to hopes in 
Jerusalem that the strain in rela- 
tions with Washington will now 
ease, and produced a spate of 
controversy over the govern- 
ment's military and diplomatic 
moves this past fortnight. 

From the time the cease-fire went 
into effect at 1.30 p.m. on Friday 
until late Saturday night no viola- 
tions were reported on the Israeli 
side of the border, though there 
were three separate PLO shellings 
against Major Sa'ad Haddad’s 
Christian militias in Southern 
Lebanon. 

The government's hopes that the 
cease-fire would ease tension with 
the U.S. and eventually lead to a 
lifting of the suspension of new 
warplane supplies was nourished 
at the weekend by a warmly worded 
cable gent by Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig to Premier 
Menachem Begin. 

“The President has asked me to 
convey his deep personal gratifica- 
tion and congratulations on your ef- 
forts to help bring stability to the 
region and to a de facto cease-fire," 
Haig wrote. 

"We fully realize the difficulty of 
the decision your government has 
nude to take some risks in the in- 
terest of promoting peace and 
stability in the region. The de facto 
cease-fire is fragile and must be 
strengthened. We are confident that 
with your essential help we can 
move together to stabilize condi- 
tions fiirther and bring a greater 


measure of security to the citizens 
of Israel and of Lebanon than they 
have known for years." 

This Iasi passage seemed to 
presage further efforts by U.S. 
mediator Philip Habib to work out 
a more comprehensive agreement 
Tor stabilizing the situation in 
Lebanon. The envoy llew home 
Saturday but is expected back in 
the region soon to pursue his 
original assignment: defusing the 
Israel-Syria crisis over the deploy- 
ment of Syrian anti-aircraft missiles 
in eastern Lebanon. 

From the moment the cease-fire 
was announced after a special 
cabinet meeting on Friday morning, 
Israeli ministers and officials have 


What life was like in 

w 

the North during 
the shelling— page 4 

been at pains to insist that there was 
nd agreement with, or negotiation 
with, the PLO. They note that 
Israel's sole contact was with 
Habib,- whom Israel had 
“authorized" last Tuesday to seek a 
settlement solely with Lebanese 
President Elias Sarkiss. 

Justice Minister Moshe Nissim 
told The Jerusalem Post that if the 
cease-fire w?rc violated President 
Sarkiss and his government woujd 
be “responsible." Nissim said Habib 


had not actually conveyed any ex- 
plicit or specific undertaking from 
Sarkiss to Begin, "because il was 
obvious — since he had gone to talk 
with Sarkiss and come back with a 
cease-fire." 

In fact, though, the PLO as the 
other combatant was obviously in- 
volved throughout the diplomatic 
efforts to reach a cease-fire. Habib's 
own shuttle was paralleled by dis- 
creet diplomacy by (JN officers in 
the area — and the two efforts were 
linked through UN headquarters in 
New York. 

Immediately aAer announcing 
the cease-fire on Friday, Habib met 
at the U.S. consulate in Jerusalem 
with the UN coordinator, Gen. 
Alexander Esrkine of Ghana, to dis- 
cuss its implementation. 

Moreover, Habib spent much of 
his time last week in Riyadh, 
enlisting the Saudis in his effort. 
Both Israeli and PLO sources 
acknowledged over the weekend 
that Crown Prince Fahd played a 
key role, thanks to his close and 
direct ties with Habib on the one 
hand, and with PLO chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat on the other. 

Israeli ministers have had to 
resort to tortuous semantics to play 
down the PLO connection to ward 
off inevitable criticism at home that 
the government's policy has led to a 
political success for the terrorists. 
Education Minister Zevulun Ham- 
mer' in a radio interview on Friday, 

(Co urt— t ft m page X) 
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Thousands of shells were fired 


tevBwr-ss; 



During the fortnight of the "mini' 
war” artillery of Israel and the 
Christian militias in South Lebanon 
returned the fire of thousands of ar- 
tillery shells and Katyusha rockets 
fired by the Palestinian terrorists at 
Israeli towns and settlements in 
Galilee. 

Seven Israelis were killed and 
scores wounded during the 
hostilities. 

Apart from the Israel Air Force! 
raids on terrorist positions, Israeli 
naval vessels shelled Palestinian 
strongholds, and two raids were car- 
ried out by Israeli ground forces 
into Lebanon. 

In the first raid — on Monday of 
last week — Major Yosef Tohar, 28, 
of Kibbutz Sdot Yam, was killed. 
Seven Israeli soldiers were wounded 
in (hot attack, on a terrorist position 
between the South Lebanese town 
of Nabatiyeh and the Zaharani 
River. Troops were flown in by 
helicopter close to the objective — 
four kilometres from the coast and 
45 kilontcLres from the Israeli 
border — and walked the remaining 
distance. 

In another raid — before dawn 
last Friduy — Israeli commandos 
struck at the terrorists 10 kilometres 
north of Sidon, destroying one of 
their vehicles and killing a number 
of terrorists, according to the IDF 
spokesman.There were no Israeli 


casualties. 

One of the maie objects of the Air 
Force strikes during the “mini-war" 
was to disrupt lerrorist supplies. 
Planes hit at improvised bridges put 
up after the m^in crossings had 
been destroyed ip earlier pinpoint; 
raids. However, terrorist gunners 
apparently continued to receive 
fresh ammunition. ‘ 

In the Rashadiyeh area of South 
Lebanon the terrorists deployed 130- 
mm; cannon against Western 
Galilee. They apparently hid the ar- 
tillery pieces in : nearby refugee 
camps. j 

One of the Israelis killed last; 
week was Zippor^Yisod, 8 40-year- 
old mother of four from Kibbutz 
Misgav Am. She;was killed when; 
Katyusha rockets Tell in the settle-', 
ment. A number of other kibbutz- 
niks there were wounded. 

In Kiryat Shmona, 16-year-old 
Shimon Dayan was killed by a shell | 
fragment os he walked on the street 
with his mother (who was seriously 
wounded.) And before the weekend 
was over, Machluf Asrof, 75, died of 
shrapnel wounds , \ also- in Kiryat 
Shmona, and 12 other people there\ 
were wounded. 

Speaking during' the height of the , 
clashes last week, IDF Chief of 
Intelligence Maj.iGen. Yehoshua 
Saguy said that onf way to try to put 
an end to the Palestinian barrages is 


to hit the terrorists close to their 
“soft underbelly,’* at some of the 
command centres, where orders for 
the artillery and rocket attacks, and 
infiltration attempts against Israel 
are formulated and giyen. * 

An example of thiq was the air 
strike against the high-rise head- 
quarters of two terrorist organiza- 
tions in Beirut, in which, Saguy said, 
100 persons died and 600 were 
wounded. Thirty to 40 of those kil- 
led, and 120 of the wounded were 
terrorists, he said. 

The attaejf, “surprised and hurt" ' 
the terrorists, who believed the 
status quo of not hitting them in the 
Lebanese capital would be main- 
tained, he said. 

But, Saguy said, despite the fact 
that civilians — (he families of ter- 
rorist officers and other Palestinians 
— lived on a few floors of each 
headquarters building, the IDF 
decided to regard the area in Beirut 
in which (he buildings were situated 
as "Palestinian territory." 

He said Lebanese tended not to 
live in (he sector, unwilling to un- 
dergo constant terrorist security 
checks and body searches. 

■Israeli military policy has not 
changed, Saguy said, adding that 
the air force carried out “pinpoint 
bombing in Beirut, lojspare as many 
civilians as possible." 
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THE TRAGILE’ CEASE-FIRE COALITION THIS WEEK? 


(ConHmwd from page I.) 

said (he cease-fire meant “an under- 
standing on the Lebanese border 
between us and everyone in the 
north... We haven't dealt with the 
PLO, but this includes everything 
(hat comes from across the 
Lebanese border..." 

The cease-fire announcement 
itself was carefully worded, by 
Habib and Begin, to omit even the 
most oblique him of the PLO. In 
fact, the very term “cease-fire" was 
omitied since the Israeli side felt 
this would imply an agreement with 
the terrorists. The announcement 
read: “At 13:30 local lime all hostile 
military action between Lebanese 
and Israeli territory in either direc- 
tion will cease." Begin announced 
that the government “endorsed" 
that statement. 

Haig's weekend message to 
Begin, however, signals a new 
American approach to Israel’s sen- 
sitivity on this point: what was con- 
cluded on Friday is termed a “de 
facto cease-fire." 

Begin has undertaken that the 
cease-fire will apply to Haddad’s 
forces, loo. Begin made this dear to 
Habib on Friday — and Habib pas- 


sed the word on to the UN, whose 
observers are monitoring adherence 
to the ceBse-fire under the UN 
Secretary-General's orders. 

While in strict theory the cease- 
fire bars all military action in either 
direction by land, sea or air — in- 
cluding Israeli surveillance 
overflights — UN sources have 
made it clear that such flights will 
not be regarded as a real infringe- 
ment. These flights have been going 
on for many years, and Israel cer- 
tainly has no intention of slopping 
them. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Zipori warned on Friday 
that if Israel’s intelligence-gathering 
shows that the PLO is reinforcing its 
positions in South Lebanon, Israel 
will regard the cease-fire as 
"inoperative” and will feel free to 
strike again. 

UN sources recognize that such 
reinforcement by the PLO "could 
become a problem," since the 
cease-fire as constituted relates 
solely to direct military action 
across the border. The UN sources 
said that if its observers did detect 
any build-up by the PLO, the UN 
would “immediately raise the mat- 
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ter with PLO chief Yasser Arafat." 
They added that further negotiation 
through Habib to stabilize the situa- 
tion in Lebanon might lake this sort 
of problem into account. 

In Beirut, Arafat said on Saturday 
.that the cease-fire with Israel ap- 
plied "only to cross-border 
fighting" and that he reserved the 
right to continue military operations 
against the Christian enclave along 
Israel's border in Southern 
Lebanon. 

Arafat's remarks, made to 
newsmen, came a few hours after a 
heavy PLO Katyusha and artillery 
attack on the enclave. 

Credit for the attack was claimed 
by Ahmad Jibril's radical Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command, 
which said that it would not abide 
by the cease-fire at all. The Libyan- 
backed splinter group said it would 
“hit the Israeli enemy with all our 
capabilities and through all Arab 
fronts." 

The Saudi Arabian ambassador in 
Lebanon, General Ali Shaer, whose 
country had a major role in arrang- 
ing the cease-fire, is reported as say- 
ing, however, that it covered the 
Christian enclave as well as cross- 
border exchanges. ^ 

The Israel cabinet last week dis- 
cussed the question of relations with 
the U.S. Government sources in- 
sisted that thesituation was a good 
deal less bleak than had been made 
out by the news media in the U.S. 
and in Israel. "Crisis" was the 
wrong term, they said. There were 
> misunderstandings, as there had 
! been on several occasions in the 
past, and these would be cleared up. 

Responding specifically to 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wein- 
berger’s allegation that Begin had 
twice thwarted Habib's efforts to 
solve the missile crisis, the prime 
minister noted that he had met “fre- 
. quenlly and for many hours with 
Habib" but hgd never heard the en- 
voy make the same complaint. 


(Continued from page l.) ses would be acceptable. 

Minister Simha Ehrlich. Meanwhile, new possibilities for 

The Liberals in the Likud have allocating certain "problem" port- 
meanwhilA-MO d-thev catinoi^ a—uca — follot-appeared last week. Tran- 
the Aguda that all of them would sport Minister Haim Landau, who is 
vote for a compromise according to seriously ill, has informed the prime 
which the law would not be minister that he does not wish to rc- 
amended, but rabbinical courts main in the cabinet. Begin did not 
would be empowered instead to ap- want to lake the initiative in with- 
prove or reject conversions per- holding the Transport portfolio 
formed abroad of those wishing to from Landau, but now that Landau 
marry here. Begin, it is reported, has said he'wfll step down, Begin 
will again stress to Aguda leaders will have mo>n leeway in the 
that he cannot compel the Liberals negotiations. X 


to vote against their conscience. He 
is expected to ask the Aguda to give 


Among the problems Mr. Begin 
had to contend with last- week was 
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him an opportunity to seek a ma- the insistence of Tami’s Aharon 
jority for its amendment and that Abuhatzeira that he hold on to the 


the matter in fact remain un- 
resolved in the coalition agreement. 


Religious Affairs Ministry instead 
of the portfolio going to the NRP, 


Meanwhile, new Liberal MK his former party 

,hat "‘i Abuhnizeira continued to mnin- 
r an . d lain that he wants to keep his own 
^ , n " d "° l r ’* hl ministry, rather than the Labour 

£ , 25 sTEMrS! ° »"<* Social Affairs portfolio, which 


halacha" loo heatedly. He says he 
has found proof that according to 
ancient Jewish law any conversion 
conducted in front of three witnes- 


Begin is offering him. Some sources 
predicted that Abuhalzeirb would 
come round and that he was 
“merely posturing." 


Iran allegedly buying Israeli arms 


The Sunday Times of London 
reported this week that an Argenti- 
nian plane that crashed in the Soviet 
Union July 18 was carrying Israeli 
arms to Iran. 

According to the paper, the plane 
was shot down with Its cargo of part 
of the 360 tons of U.S.-made arms 
and military spare parts as well as 
Israeli weapons the Iranians wanted 
for their war against the Iraqis. 

The paper says a 38-year-old 
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Scotsman, Stuart Allan McCafferty. 
was in charge of thd shipment, and 
died when the plane was shot down 
near the Soviet-Turkish border. • 

The aircraft was reportedly char- 
tered from the Transportes Aereos 
Rioplatenses_ company of-Buenos 1 
Aires and landed at Cyprus’ 
Larnaca Airport for refuelling and a 
“technical landing" on the way 
from Tel Aviv to Teheran. 
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ISRAEL AND THE U.S. 


U.S. wait-and-see on F-16s 


By WOLF BLrTZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — President 
Ronald Reagan and Secretary of 
Slate Alexander Haig are waiting to 
see whether the cease-fire along the 
Israeli-Lebanese frontier holds 
before lifting the suspension on 
delivery of F-I6 fighters to Israel, 
US. officials said at the weekend. 
The delivery of four planes was held 
up after the Israel raid on the Iraqi 
reactor and now six more are being 
delayed. 

Outer senior administration of- 
ficials, including Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger, are pressing for 
a broader stabilization of the situa- 
tion in the Middle East before 
resuming normal delivery of 
military supplies. 

Weinberger's “get-tough" ap- 
proach towards Israel is being sup- 
ported by Republican Senator 
Charles Percy, chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, and ' 
Democratic Senator John Glenn, 
another influential member of the 
committee. It now appears that it is 
Reagan and Haig who are holding 
out against the more severe punish- 
ment of Israel being demanded in 
Washington. 

Outraged by Israel's recent 
bombing of the Iraqi nuclear facility 
outside Baghdad and the aerial 
strike aguinsl Palestinian targets in 
Beirut, senuiors Percy and Glenn 
want the administration to under- 
take what one congressional 
observer described us a "de facto 
reassessment" of U.S.-lsraeli rela- 
tions. 

This became clear during a 
closed-door committee hearing last 


Thursday with Under Secretary of 
State Walter Stoessel amd Assistant 
Secretary for Near Eastern and 
South Asian 1 Affairs Nicholas 
Velioies. According to sources pre- 
sent at the meeting, Percy and 
Glenn urged the administration to 
use the current crisis in U.S.-lsraeli 
relations to reach aVnew under- 
standing with Israel on the use of 
American-supplied weapons before 
resuming F - 16 ‘shipments. 

Because of the tough questioning 
by Percy and Glenn, the two senior 
Slate Department officials were ac- 
tually put into the position of trying 
to defend Israel’s recent actions 
against the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in Lebanon. 

Haig, during an interview on Fri- 
day with CBS News, was cautious in 
discussing the possibility of resum- 
ing F-16 shipments to Israel. "We 
are going to be watching the situa- 
tion very carefully for hours and 
days and perhaps weeks ahead," he 
said. 

President Reagan meanwhile sent 
a "well-done" message to U.S. 
special envoy Philip Habib, whose 
mediatory efforts brought about the 
cease-fire. 

Privately, administration officials 
talking about the cease-fire were 
gushing with praise for Saudi Arabia 
and its role in Habib’s mediatory 
shuttle. Specifically, they said that 
the Saudis had been instrumental in 
convincing Yasser Arafat and the 
PLO to accept the cease-fire. 

This was seen as part of the ad- 
ministration's continuing efforts to 
win congressional support for its 
proposed sale of AWACS radar air- 
craft to the Saudis. Congress still 


has not been formally notified of 
that sale. Well-placed U.S. 
observers said it was unlikely that 
the administration would notify 
Congress officially as long as the 
suspension of F-16 delivery to Israel 
remained in effect. 

Since the cease-fire announce- 
ment,. U.S. officials here have made 
it clear that they would now like to 
try to move forward on other 
broadef problems in the Middle 
East. 

"We would clearly hope that 
from this point we could begin to 
address more basic; more fun- 
damental issues of concern in the 
region — to try to reduce tensions 
in Lebanon and going beyond that 
to addressing the fundamental 
problems of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict and of restoring movement and 
momentum to the peace talks that 
arise from the Camp David 
agreement," said Slate Department 
spokesman Dean Fischer. 

While word of the cease-fire ap- 
peared to ease somewhat the strain 
in U.S.-lsraeli relations, Israeli and 
American officials acknowledged 
this week that there was still a con- 
siderable need for lengthy “heart- 
to-heart” discussions on the proper 
use of American-supplied weapons 
to Israel. 

Israel muintains that they are be- 
ing used in legitimate self-defence. 
Washington, following the Baghdad 
bombing, said that a "substantial 
violation" of the 1952 U.S.-lsraeli 
arms agreement "may have occur- 
red." So far, it has not said whether 
the Beirut raid also was a possible 
violation of that accord. 


Reagan halted attacks on Begin 


WASHINGTON (AP). — President 
Ronald Reagan personally ordered 
a reversal of what was a harsh, con- 
certed and mounting campaign by 
top administration officials to con- 
demn Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin, according to a 
knowledgeable administration of- 
ficial. 

"Everybody was mad as hell at 
Begin — except one man," said the 
official. "He was the man who 
counted." 

Anger with Begin followed 
Israel's attack on PLO positions in 
Beirut, but by week’s end, largely 
through Reagan’s intercession, the 
focus had shifted from Begin's 
hardline strategy to ending 
hostilities in Southern Lebanon. 

The only tqp adviser said.. to, have 
shared Reagan's altitude all along 
was Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig. He held his fire while lower 
level officials accused Begin of try- 
ing to split the U.S. from its 
moderate Arab friends. 

" Reagan has a very special affec- 
tion for Israel," said the official who 
watched the turnabout. "It came 
out during the campaign and it was 
and is genuine. You have to look at 
the president as someone who secs 
Israel as an oasis of democracy in 
the area, and a loyal ally." 

Besides, the official doubts that 
the strategy of trying to moderate 
Begin’s policies could succeed, 
since his domestic critics probably 
would rally behind their leader if he 
was under concentrated U.S. at- 
tack. The official did not want to be 
identified by name. ■ 

When the official attacks on the 


Israeli premier begun lusi week it 
seemed to reflect a solid administra- 
tion line. 

• Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberg said U.S. envoy Philip 
Habib was on the verge of a 
breukthrough in his Middle East 
negotiations when Israel launched 
the air strike on the Palestine 
Liberation Organization head- 
quarters in Beirut. 

Criticism was also voiced by 
Deputy Secretary of State William 
Clark. 

White House deputy press 
secretary Larry Speakes under- 
scored the criticism of Begin by say- 
ing Weinberger was speaking for 
the administration. He was wrong. 

Reagan gave the first signal of his 
disapproval of his subordinates' 
stand when he spoke to reporters on 
Wednesday afternoon on his return 
from a horse' ride. He reminded 
them that the Israelis were under 
PLO fire. 

"They are subject to repealed 
rocket attacks on civilian quarters 


themselves." he said. *‘Wc want an 
end to the violence on both sides." 

The strategy then was to stress 
that Weinberger and Clark had ex- 
pressed what another official 
described later as "their personal 
assessment" of Begin, not the ad- 
ministration's. 

"We all talked about how wc 
might handle it," said the official, 
who insisted on anonymity. "We 
wanted to make it clear those were 
their personal views and that there 
was no disagreement on our 
wanting a cessation of hostilities." 

Later, Reagan's chief of staff, 
James Baker, told reported: 
"There’s no change in relations 
between us and Israel. To the extent 
that Clark and Weinberger made 
value judgments with regard to 
Begin, they were speaking for 
themselves. To the extent they were 
calling for restraint and moderation 
on the part of ali in the Middle East, 
they were speaking for the ad- 
ministration." 


Pentagon purchase mission delays visit 


By WOLF BL1TZER 
Jerusalem Past Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. ,r- The Reagan 
administration has .delayed a visit to 
Israel ,of a high-level team of U.S. 
Defence Department officials 
which had planned to discuss 
American weapons purchases from 
Israel, U.S. officials said last week. 

The long-hwaited Pentagon mis- 
sion, they said, has now been put off 
at least until, late August. The team 
was to have opened its discussions 
in Tel Aviv this week. 

Israeli officials were informed un- 


( officially last Tuesday that such sen- 
1 skive; discussions should await a 
lifting' of the suspended delivery of 
F-16 fighters. 

The planned visily by the U.S. 
mission to Israel was an Immediate 
outgrowth of Secretary of Stale 
Alexander Haig’s promise earlier 
this year that the Pentagon, as part 
of its “off-shore procurement” 
policy, would purchase some 
Israeli-made weapons for the U.S. 
military. Haig spoke of spending 
S200 million in Israel, thereby 
aiding Israel’s economy. 
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FLARE-UP IN THE NORTH 



UPPER. GALILEE - A dog 
swims across the 30-metre-wide 
Jordan River and scrambles 
onto the far bank. It is quiet 
enough to hear him shake the 
water off before he trots away to 
join some kibbutz youngsters 
downstream. The only other 
sounds are sprinklers and a ten- 
nis ball being hit somewhere 
nearby. 

In tne last hour of daylight, the 
Upper Galilee is a tribute to the 
work of God and man — a magnifi- 
cent valley carpeted with picture- 
book settlements and bountiful 
fields. But beyond the friendly hills 
ringing the valley are unfriendly 
hills. In this last light, artillery of- 
ficers up there on both sides will be 
checking maps and glancing over 
the terrain. In Kiryat Shmona some 
of the remaining residents sit close 
to their shelters and look out at the 
tranquil valley. In the kibbutz, the 
small children are being permitted 
their final romp on the lawn. As one 
looks up at the hills, the phrase 
"shooting fish in a barrel" comes to 
mind. The valley is an enormous 
barrel. Wc arc the fish. 

The sky has darkened but there is 
still a faint purple haze to the west 
when .the earth rumbles and the 
windows shake. The nightly concert 
has begun. A grandmother at the 
kibbutz calls it “the Unfinished 
Symphony" as she heads for the 
shelter. 

Since the terrorists' shelling 
began about two weeks ago, there is 
a new dimension to life along 
Israel's northern border whose 
implications have not yet been fully 
absorbed. Even though casualties 
have been relatively small, life along 
the country's whole northern tier 
has been disrupted, and in good part 
paralyzed. 

Much of the population in Kiryat 
Shmona and Nahariya have moved 
out for the duration. Factories, 
some of them with hundreds of 
employees, have ceased operating. 
Agricultural settlements have suf- 
fered extensive losses by direct hits 
on orchards and by being unable to 
pick crops. The entire population in 
the area descends into the ground 
every evening to spend nights in un- 
comfortable shelters. 

The press and the authorities 
have been loath to dwell on these 
aspects for fear of giving comfort to 
the enemy and out or hope that the 
situation would somehow resolve 
itself. It seems clear, however, after 
a tour of the area, that the basic 
situation is so intolerable that far- 
reaching changes are inevitable. 

Unlike previous terrorist raids, 
which were painful but of no 
strategic significance, the use of ar- 
tillery and Katyushas on a large 
scale is something Israel cannot 
abide. To the residents of the area, 
two alternatives present themselves 
— a political settlement that would 
remove the danger of terrorist shell- 
ing, or a takeover by Israel of South 
Lebanon.... 

“We've gal to push them back 
out of range," says the bespectacled 
workman waiting in his car for a 
friend. “This is no life." He is un- 
able lo sleep in the shelter because 
it is loo hot, he says, and the rein- 
forced “security room" in his apart- 
ment is also stifling. “I get up grog- 
gy and I go to work groggy." 

His friend arrives. They are on 
their way to visit Kibbutz Degania 
Bet to which they and eight other 
workmen in their plant have sent 
their wives and children. “Our 
foreman is a kibbutznik and he ar- 
ranged it when the trouble started," 
says the newcomer. 


Life under 
the shelling 

The Post’s Abraham Rabinovich visited the 
North last week before the cease-fire came into 
effect Here is his report 



Israeli children in Kiryat Shmona pass the time on bunk beds In a bomb 
shelter last week, waiting for the shelling *o end. (limel Sun) 


What did they think about the air 
raid on Beirut? “Do you want to 
know the truth?" asks the new- 
comer. "I think we exaggerated." 

What is it like living in Kiryat 
Shmona ir there were no security 
problems? ••Gold," says the first 
workman. "Wc love it there." 

* * * 

w 4 i love it here," says Marsha 
Brown, formerly of the Bronx. "I 
like the people and this is the most 
beautiful part of the country." The 
Katyushas are raining down outside. 
It is after midnight and the small 
group of psychologists and com- 
munity workers in the Kiryat 
Shmona health centre have decided 
to go down to the shelter because of 
the noise outside. Marsha, who has 
been living in Kiryat Shmona for 
several years, works in the com- 
munity centre and is organizing the 
entertainers, civilian and military, 
who have been touring the shelters 
in town. 

A handsome woman enters, 
flushed and short of breath. "The 
streets are absolutely empty and I 
ran into this dog. I said to myself if 
the shells don't get, me, this dog will. 
Then the shells started falling. I 
forgot about the dog. I just ran." 

She is a psychologist named Lea 
Amil. Her husband Menahem is 
also there. He is organizing the psy- 
chologists and community workers 
who have been visiting the shelters 
each day. Among them are 10 psy- 
chologists who have come in from 
elsewhere in the country. 

"We try to visit every shelter 
twice a day if we can," says 
Menahem. "To reduce their sense 


or isolation, to share their ex- 
perience, to demonstrate the in- 
terest of the establishment. You've 
got to try to change the pressures to 
a challenge." 

The shelling slops and someone 
comes in to report that a road has 
been blocked by Katyusha hits. 
M arsha offers to lead a visitor in her 
cor to a back road that will take him 
where he is going. At an intersec- 
tion, she points the way and swings 
around. A massive fire is burning on 
the hills in an oblong shape, ap- 
parently the imprint of a Katyusha 
barrage. Orange glows in other 
directions tell of other hits. There 
are angry noises in the distance. 
Everyone in this part of the world 
seems to be underground. The val- 
ley is beautiful in the moonlight but 
a driver hurries to get across it as 
fast as possible. 

* * ★ 

Television se& have been set up 
just outside the entrance to several 
of the kibbutz shelters and members 
watching the evening news sit close 
enough to the entrance to dive in- 
side in the event of incoming shells. 

"Since we began getting colour 
TV, wc have plenty of black and 
white sets for the shelters," says the 
kibbutz secretary. "Our problem is 
that we don’t have enough shelters. 
Normally if there’s a war requiring 
people lo go to the shelters, the men 
are away. Now we’re all here and 
it's crowded. Also, these shelters 
weren’t designed for prolonged 
stays." 

The children sleep in shelters 
with their parents. In other kibbut- 
zim they sleep with their age peers. 


In some shelters here, the floor is 
covered with mattresses and one 
has to pick one's way carefully 
among the sleeping figures. In other 
shelters, there are metal bunks 
hanging from the wall, like in the in- 
side of a submarine. Fans manage to 
make the air breathable. 

“The kids like to sleep here," says 
the secretary. “They feel secure." 
There had been a debate in the kib- 
butz about sending the children to a 
kibbutz out of artillery range for 
three days, he says. "The mothers in 
the end decided against it. They 
wanted the kids near them." 

The kibbutz guest house is the 
only one in- the area that has not 
shut down since the shelling began, 
but the only guests except for a 
journalist are a young French cou- 
ple, apparently newly-weds. They.. 
speak only Frenc h, and a man of 
Algerian origin from KiryaTShmona 
who works in the kibbutz plant has 
been asked to join them at the table. 
They want to know what the 
shooting is about. "Two peoples 
fighting over one piece of land," ex- 
plains the Israeli. 

★ * * 

The question has been asked 
since shortly after the invention of 
gunpowder but rarely in such a 
gemutlich setting. 

“Incoming or outgoing?" 

The waiter in the Nahariya 
sidewalk cafe glanced up (lie street 
with a practised eye. "Theirs," he 
said. The explosions sounded like 
they were in the next block and the 
handful of patrons moved in from 
the canopied sidewalk to the cafe 
interior as if escaping a drizzle. 

"Six or seven incoming rounds," 
reported the young Australian duly 
officer at UNTSO headquarters 
nearby to someone at the other end 
-oL-ihc^ lephonc^ J^ onXJuiQw, 
about injuries yet. In (he bur 
downstairs, a handful of UN person- 
nel were downing Hcinekin beer, 

Yolanda, at the desk of the 
oceanfront hotel, pointed to the 
keys filling the room siots behind 
her. “Not a soul since the beginning 
of the week." She could tell the dif- 
ference between the Katyushas and 
the 130-mm. artillery shells, she 
said. "The Katyushas have a whine 
and you can see flames in their tails 
if they go by." 

What will be? Yolanda smiles and 
turns her palms upwards. “God is 
great.” 

A ghost town in high season, 
Nahariya has never looked so at- 
tractive. The few people who are on 
the streets are unhurried and 
tranquil-looking. As at Kiryat 
Shmona, those who stay arc 
philosophic 

At City Hall, the mayor is trying 
to get the housing minister on the 
phone but the minister, he is told, is 
in a government meeting. Someone 
comes in to report that a woman has 
fainted in a shelter on Rehov 
Trumpeldor. Men from the 
municipality, Civil Guard dnd other 
services move briskly in and out. 

“Our emergency services are run- 
ningsmoolhly," says the mayor. 
"And we can be proud of the way 
the population is behaving. But the 
State of Israel can’t permit this kind 
of situation to continue for long. In- 
cidents now and again, okay. But 
you can’t live under the threat of 
daily shelling for very long." 

In an industrial plant north of the 
city, the manager points out that his 
firm was awarded the coveted 
Kaplan Prize for efficiency just the 
week before. On the plant floor, 
where 250 employees normally turn 

0U . l .B cta ! ^8, there is not a soul. 

They re either down in the 
shelter or gone home. Be men are 


ready lo work but the army won't 
lei US as long as thtrt [«■, 
clear. He does not think the JJ 
on Beirut was helpful, he sav* k! 
the terrorists had shelled Natt 
two days before that raid and Kfi 
been dropping occasional shells* 
it for years. “Our foreign customs 
J° ( " ‘ wa "< lo know about 
Katyushas. They want their goodi* 
★ ★ * 

From across the valley, the ba r . 
rage of Katyushas hitting homeij 
the darkness looked like yellow 
footlights flicking on in quick suc- 
cession on un enormous stage 

The sound was like a shew offo 
being shaken louder and louder, 
dozens of shells comioa-mso.doie 
together as lo make a continue* 
and mounting roar. 

rrexi one’s on our heads," 
said a man as u whine louder that 
the rest closed in. He and a comp* 
nion dived into a fold in the ground 
as the shell exploded 10 meins I 
away, leaving them unharmed ' 
“Our army training wasn’t wasted; i 
said one of them of their narrows 
cape. 

“We’re doing practically oo 
regulur work today," said the 
veteran in charge of security. 
"We’re concentrating on repairs." 

The Katyusha barrage was (he 
best illustration of the un- 
precedented security situation now 
along Israel’s northern border. 
"We’ve never had volleys like this 
before," said the furm manager of 
another kibbutz. "A couple of shrill 
here and there, not volleys. W«\e 
had 200 trees damaged or loially 
lost und 15 beehives have been 
destroyed.” 

Even more significant than i)x 
new weapons is the duralion of the 
current emergency. “We weren’lin 
ihe shelters this long even in ihe 
-Yom Kippur War." said the 
secretary of an Upper Galilee set- 
tlement spending his seventh night 
below ground. “Our shelters simp- 
. ly aren't intended to be liveable for 
this many people this long." 

The kibbutznik points to the ceil- 
ing df one room in a children's 
house where plaster has beer 
shaken loose.Jn the adjacent room, 
ihe roof had been penetrated by a 
Katyusha, "The 'reinforced ceiling 
held," he said. “The other oae 
wasn't reinforced." 

★ * * 

"This is going lo change ou 
relationship with Kiryat Shmons.' 
•said the member of a Katyusha, 
scarred kibbutz as he surveyed the ' 
damage. “They know they can relj 
on us. They know we’re not goingto 
leave," 

★ ★ ★ 

The French couple are silltal 
bewildered just outside the entrance 
of the shelter nearest the kibbutz 
guesthouse. They have been invjtei 
there by Steffie, th* , 
"housemother,” who gently 0 
gested it might be better not to stay 
in their room till the noise in thetfi- 
tance quieted down. Steffi* 
produces coffee and cookies. It id 
a.m. 

"We had an Egyptian here M 
night," she says. "He’s an engine# 
who was here to lookal the plant at 
our neighbouring kibbutz. -H* 
seemed very upset. He said Tin so 
soity about the problem you're 
having’." . 

When things quiet down, some of 
the people outside the shelter 
decide to go to their rooms to sleep. 
A visitor choosing to go to his rooW 
tries without success not to think 
about the thickness of the walls and 
the possibility that something could 
come through it any moment. HeU 
still thinking about it when dawn 
comes. 


AFTER THE CEASE-FIRE 


Eitan predicts PLO will 
reorganize, end cease-lire 


!%£L AVIV (Him). — IDF Chief of 
,S.taff Rav-Aluf Rafael Eitan said on 
Friday that the Lebanon cease-fire 
agreement had been reached 
because the terrorists in Lebanon 
had &een “broken" or were on the 
verge of "breaking.” 

In an interview on Army radio, 
-Eitan said that the terrorists’ 
network in Southern Lebanon had 
been badly damaged but that this 
did not mean that they are unable to 
activate some long-range weapons. 

Eitan said that no doubt the ter- 
rorists would use the cease-fire to 
reorganize with the help of the 
Syrians, the Libyans and the 
Eastern bloc countries, and "once 
they are back on their feet," they 
will, he predicted, end the cease- 
fire. 

Eitan suggested that if the present 
cease-fire results in a general cessa- 
tion of terrorist activities, it is possi- 
ble that a political reassessment and 
change will be in order. 

The reaching of the cease-fire 
agreement with the PLO did not 
mark a change in Israeli policy, 
maintained Eitan. He said that in 
the past — such os during the hi- 
jacking of the El Al airliner to 
Algeria and the hijacking or the 
French airbus to Entebbe — Israel 
had also conducted negotiations 
with the PLO through third parties. 

Eitan asserted that the terrorists 
will no doubt attempt to present the 
cease-fire as an achievement for the 



Chief of Staff Eftaa 


PLO knd a defeat for Israel. 

, Eitan maintained that world 
coverage of events in Lebanon was 
slanted and, for example, in 
reporting the aif raid on the ter- 
rorist headquarters in Beirut, spoke 
of civilian casualties without 
reporting why Israel had launched 
the raid. Eitan maintained that ter- 
rorists were hit in Beirut and not 
civilians and said that this was cor- 
roborated by the Lebanese press. 

Eitan asserted that the suspension 
of delivery of the F-16 warplanes by 
the U.S. government had not served 
as pressure on Israel in negotiating 
the cease-fire. 

OC Northern Command Aluf 
Avigdor Ben-Gal told reporters on 
Friday that he viewed the situation 
as temporary and that he saw the 
cease-fire as a "tie" for Israel. 

He said he was doubtful that the 
cease-fire will stay in effect for very 
long. 


U.S. Jewish leader 
meets Begin 

Although Israel's bombing of 
PLO headquarters in Beirut and the 
raid's high civilian death toll have 
harmed Israel’s image in U.S, public 
opinion, relations between the two 
countries will not. be seriously set 
back by one such event, said 
Howard Squadron, chairman of the 
Council of Presidents of Mqjor 
Jewish Organizations, in an inter- 
view on Israel television last week. 
Squadron explained that this is 
because the fundamental interests 
of the U.S. and Israel are closely In- 
tertwined. 

Squadron had come to Israel to 
brief Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin on the situation in the U.S. 
and among American Jewry follow- 
ing last week’s events in Lebanon 
and in northern Israel. He said that 
many senators and congressmen 
and many Jews had been moved by 
scenes of the victims of the Israeli 
bombing. "One would have to be 
made of stone not to be moved,” he 
said. 

He said that Israel must be aware 
by now that the U.S. media operates 
on a double standard and expects 
Israel to behave better than its Arab 
enemies. But he added that the 
Reagan Administration did not 
share this view and that it was put 
out — not so much by the civilian 
victims of the Beirut raid — as by Us 
liming and the lack of advance 
notice by Israel of its intention to 
escalate attacks on the PLO. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT: SUNDAY, JULY 26, 1981 

A respite 

THE CEASE-FIRE (hat went into effect on Friday, arranged 
through the good offices of U.S. envoy Philip Habib, has come as 
welcome relief to all parties. 

For Israel's northern towns and settlements, it offers the oppor- 
tunity for a return to patterns of normalcy — though it must.be skid 
this will not happen of itself. Not only is there fear that the cease-fire 
may be fragile, but the disruptions caused by the two weeks of 
shelling, especially in Kiryat Shmona, show that the government 
must immediately put forward a comprehensive programme — not 
limited to building shelters — that will restore confidence and better 
enable the northern towns bo withstand attacks in the future. 

ForMr. Begin and the government, the cease-fire opens the way to 
repairing the damage, caused by the bombing in Beirut, to Israel’s 
relations with ihe U.S. and the Reagan Administration. 

For Ihe terrorists, the cease-fire is welcome respite from jnilitary 
attack. But Arafat has been able to translate it into a political gain. 
The PLO has for the first time emerged as a party to a military- 
political agreement with Israel — however much Mr. Begin has 
sought lo screen out this fact — and 'Arafat has been able to project 
for world consumption an impression of political sensibility. This too 
could have long-range consequences, inimical to Israel's interest. 

The political balance sheet deriving from the government's deci- 
sions of Ihe past fortnight shows, therefore, some patent losses. 

That would perhaps be excusable if at least the military reckoning 
showed real gains. But here too the results arc disconcerting. 

There are no signs that the terrorist buildup in southern Lebanon 
— the government's explicit reason for Israel's military actions — has 
been dislocated or destroyed. On the contrary, there is good reason 
to suppose that the cease-fire will give the len-orisis the opportunity 
to strengthen their deployment. 

In the event of renewed hostilities in the future this could well lead 
to larger-scale actions, but with Israel starting out from a point of 
political disadvantage. 

Despite these reverses, Mr. Begin will no doubt be able to bring his 
political partners under the canopy of a new coalition agreement, 
perhaps this week, as he hopes. They won’t be deterred, even by the 
record. 

Would that we could hope that the new coalition, under Mr. 
Begin, will write a better one. 
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CA. 90403, D.BJt. 


OWN A LIFETIME 
VACATION VILLA AT THE 
EILAT CLUB HOTEL 
FROM ONLY $2700. 


Why buy the whole cake when all you 
want is a slice? That's what Time Sharing 
is all about. It's the chance to purchase 
just the amount of time you want a holi- 
day home for - sharing the price with 
other owners - thereby paying a fraction, 
of the cost. And in Israel, Time Share 
prices are still lower than comparable 
resorts abroad - a week per year for the 
rest of your life starts at $2700. You 
can even exchange your holiday in 250 
resorts worldwide. There's no better piace ( 
to Time Share than Eilat, Israel's desert 
Riviera, with its year-round sun and 
exotic excitement. The Eilat Club Hojeh 
Holiday Village has it all - beautiful! V 
furnished villas, fine restaurants, night- 
clubs, sophisticated travellers . . . evetyi, 
thing you could possibly want In a 
vacation at a price you can't afford not 
Jo afford. 



TEL AVIV, 18, RIVAL ST. 67778 
Tel: (03) 331251, (03) 330094 

JERUSALEM, 33 KING GEORGE STREET 

Tel: (02) 234934 

EILAT NEW TOURISM CENTER 
Tel: (059) 72905, (059) 74919 
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Plea for ‘agreement’ as 
Navon opens Knesset 


G3 


By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Reporter 
The 10th Knesset on July 20 
elected Menahem Savidor (Likud- 
Liberals) as its speaker al its in- 
augural session by a coalition- 
opposition line-up of 61 votes 
against 56, with three abstentions. 
The narrow Likud-lcd majority 
prevailed, even though the coalition 
government was still in the making. 

The Likud, the National 
Religious Party, Agudat Yisrael and 
Tami backed Savidor, while the 
rival candidate, Shlomo Hillel 
(Alignment-Labour), was supported 
by the Alignment, Shinui, Telem 
and the Democratic Front for 
Peace and Equality. The Tehiya fac- 
tion abstained. 

Savidor was nominated by former 
coalition chairman Haim Corfu in a 
few brief words from the lloor. Hil- 
lel was nominated by Haim Bar-Lev 
(Alignment-Labour). 

Former Alignment faction 
chairman Moshe Shahal tried in 
vain to get the speaker elected by 
secret ballot, on the assumption that 
the anonymity of the secret ballot 
would enable a Tew pro-coalition 
voters to back Hillel. 

The 10th Knesset's First session 
opened the chamber packed with 
new and former MKs and the 
galleries above crowded with their 
families, foreign diplomats and civil 
and religious dignitaries. 

AHer the new MKs took their 
seats, President Yitzhak Navon 
banged the speaker's gavel three 
times and officially opened the in- 
augural session. 

, Referring to “the communities in 
the north enduring prolonged bom- 
bardment from across the border," 
the president said that “the hearts 
of all are with them. We offer them 
our profound respect for their 
courage and fortitude” He sent 
condolences to the bereaved 

New Defender 
helicopter 
makes debut 

By JEFFREY HELLER 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
A rocket-firing anti-tank 
helicopter and a soaring F-16 
fighter-bomber were the stars of the 
Air Force Day aerial display at an 
airbase somewhere in the South last 
Thursday. 

The Hughes M.D. 500 Defender 
helicopter made its first appearance 
on Air Force day, rising out of a 
clump of trees where it had been 
hovering unnoticed to demonstrate 
its versatility in the Field. 

A lone General Dynamics F-16 
also wowed ihe crowd with its 
aerobatics. 

The U.S.-built advanced fighter- 
bomber was also a reminder of the 
10 F-!6s Washington has been with- 
holding because of the Israeli air 
strike on the Iraqi nuclear reactor 
and Ihe bombing or terrorist head- 
quarters in Beirut. 

But in his speech to the 
graduating class of air cadets, Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin made no 
reference to the suspension, stress- 
ing instead the lAF's role in 
defending Israel during the current 
crisis up north. 

With Begin and Chief of Staff 
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families and wishes for recovery to 
the wounded. 

“This is an emergency," Navon 
said, “and it calls for a serious effort 
by the government and the opposi- 
tion to arrive, if possible, at agree- 
ment on the principles of our policy, 
on a matter sp vital for our security, 
and with implications for our 
political standing in the region and 
ihe world at large. 

• “The terrorists have attacked and 
continue to attack our localities in- 
discriminately, with the sole pur- 
pose of striking at the civilian 
population. Nevertheless, we Teel 
no joy in our hearts at the casualties 
among the Lebanese civilians, in 
whose vicinity the terrorists set up 
their headquarters. I should like to 
express (he hope that there may be 
an end to the bloodshed and that 
peace may prevail on the Isfael- 
Lebanon border." ' 

President Navon called on the 
eldest MK, Yosef Burg (NRP)[ to 
take over the session. Burg, 72, has 
been a member, of all the 10 
Kncssets. 

B urg made his own declaration of 
allegiance as a Knesset member, 
then read the declaration out once 
more for all his 119 colleagues. The 
clerk called out their names and 
they each rose and answered, one 
by one. “I so undertake." The Arab 
MKs of the Democratic Front for 
Peace and Equality replied in 
Arabic, but the Arab members of 
the Alignment and the Likud 
replied in Hebrew. Some of the 
women MKs replied in the feminine 
gender and some in the masculine 
gender. The law gives only the 
masculine form of reply. 

Burg then conducted the election 
of the speaker. Upon his election, 
Savidor took Burg’s place and 
spoke. His aim is to bring about a 
meeting of hearts and minds, 
Savidor. said. The role of the 
parliamentary majority is to enable 





Liberal MK Yitzhak Berman, right, outgoing speaker of the 9th 
Knesset, passes the gavel to his successor, fellow Liberal MK Menahem 
Savidor, who was elected speaker at the 10th Knesset's Inaugural ses- 
sion last week. (Rahamin Israeli) 


the government to rule, while not 
prejudicing the rights of the 
minority. He will do his utmost to 
represent alt the Knesset members, 
Savidor said. 

The opposition Alignment faction 
in the new Knesset is threatening to 
boycott the committees unless it 
receives parity with the Likud in the 
number of committee chair- 
manships. The Alignment's argu- 
ment is based on the fact that its 
numerical strength, now that Civil 
Rights Movement has joined the 
Alignment, is equal to that of the 
Likud — 48:48. 

Addressing the new Knesset's 
arrangements committee last week, 
Alignment faction chairman Moshe 
Shahal noted that in every one of 
the previous nine Knessets the com- 


mittee leadership system had been 
calculated according to the relative 
strength of the various factions 
rather than the relative strength of 
the coalition and the opposition. 

He warned that parliamentary 
democracy would end if the Likud 
gets its way with the coalition ma- 
jority in the plenum receiving an 
automatic majority in all Knesset 
committees. 

The 29-member arrangements 

-cormmW«a >Js picctjirfe^ M&in— aKIb 
week in un effort to wprk out u com- 
promise that would satisfy both fac- 
tions. , s 

The Knesset last Week chose a 
provisional Foreign- Affairs - and 
Defence Committee which will be 
replaced in about three weeks by. a 
permanent one. 


The animals 
are free 

By MICHAL YUDELMAN 
RAMAT GAN. — More than 1 ,oqo 
animals are roaming about in tn 
open, spacious environment at the 
new Tel Aviv-Ramat Q an 
Zoological Centre which was n. 
augurated here last week, 

The centre, stretching over lj)0Q 
dunams of the Safari ParV ares, 
consists of the Safari and the 
animals of the Tel Aviv Zoo fa; 
which pavilions, artificial h-tts! 
lakes, walls and enclosures were 
built over the past two yvarg at a 
cost of 52,280,000. A-'-zoologicil 
museum will be completed at the 
centre in about a y ear. 

_ — Thc-iiunaTer of the Tel Aviv Zoo 
animals to the new centre toot 
more than a year. 

The animals have adjusted wellio 
their new home, says centre 
managing director Zvi Kirmayer, 
noting that two hippos and oae 
kangaroo have already been bon In 
the centre. 

"We expect a much faster 
breeding rate here, where the 
animals are either free or in 
spacious wooded, hilly and rocky 
enclosures, compared to the Td 
Aviv Zoo, where the cramped con- 
ditions prohibited breeding," Kir- 
mayer said. 

Prof. Lothar Dittrich, a zoologist 
from Hannover, Germany, who ad- 
vised the local experts on the con- 
struction of the centre, said that the 
combination of educational 
facilities and good services werr 
rare. He also said that when animals 
are happy and well treated, they 
have no motivation to escape. 

The monkeys, chimpanzees and 
other primates were al first 
■suspicious of the soil and rocks un- 
der their feet, after living in the con- 
crete cages of the Tel Aviv Zoo, and 
treaded “as if they were walking on 
I the moon," one zoologist said on a 
I tour of the new grounds. 

The centre is financed jointly by 
the R&mat Gan and Tel Aviv 
municipalities, 



W. Bank cholera Maccabiah medals 


A lone F-16 fighter on display last Thursday during Air Force Day 
ceremonies. (David Sabag-Scoop 80). 


Rav-Aluf Rafael Eitan looking on, 
IAF Commander Aluf David Ivri 
pinned pilot wings on the 
graduating class. The rookie pilots 
were decked out in the IAFs new 
officers' uniform — sky-blue shirts 
and dark blue pants -- that became 
regulation wear last week. 

A highlight of the aerial display 
was the firing of a TOW anti-tank 
missile from a Defender helicopter 
at a petrol-filled barrel atop a lower. 


The wasp-like five-blade chopper 
hovered for an instant before releas- 
ing the missile from one of its four 
side-mounted rocket tubes. Then 
the barrel went up in flames. 

A Hawkeyc E-2C radar plane also 
participated in the display. 

The Hawkeye is a less advanced 
surveillance plane than the Air- 
borne Warning and Command 
System (AWACS) aircraft the U.S. 
wants to sell Saudi Arabia. 


A two-year-old girl from Beit 
Jala, near Bethlehem, recently 
became the sixth confirmed cholera 
victim in the West Bank. She is the 
daughter of a man recently returned 
from Jordan, who was himself 
hospitalized with cholera. 

The girl has been hospitalized in 
Bethlehem. 

Public health officials in the West 
Bank last week denied reports that 
the Jordan RiVer bridges would be 
closed to reduce -the danger of 
potential carriers entering the coun- 
try from Jordan, where there has 
been an outbreak. 

The officials said the problem was 
still manageable and that there was 
enough manpower to cope with it at 
its present level. There are also 
signs that the incidence of cholera is 
slowing down in Jordan. 

‘Mafioso’ slain in Jaffa 

TEL AVIV (Him). — A 30-year-old 
man, believed to have been connec- 
ted with the “Israeli drug mafia" in 
Los Angeles, was shot to death in 
Jaffa last week. Police say 
Yehoshua Levy of Bat Yam, was 
slain in JalTa by two pistol shots in 
nis head and chest. 

Levy, who returned to Israel in 
April, left for the U.S. in 1974 and 
after settling down in Los Angeles, 
married an American woman by 
whom he had two children. 


The official medal 
Maccabiah games 
as follows: 

Gold 

US 8S_ 

Israel 65"" 

South Africa 17 

Great Britain I2~ 

Canada 10 

France 5 

Australia 4 

Sweden 4 

Brazil r 

Mexico 3 

Holland 3 

Argentina 2 

Finland T” 

Wert Germany 0 
Italy r 

New Zealand 0 
Austria 0 

Peru 0 


couht for the Hth 
has been reported 

Silver Bronze Taft! 

58 43 1 M v 

74 60 199 

14 16 47 ~ 

7 6 2 S~ 

16 7 IT 

5 9 IT 

9 14 tT 

3 3 ~lT 

6 9 lT 

3 t ~T 

0 6 ~T[ 

8 8 


12 L 
1 — 0- 
0 l 
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! Culture money 

TEL AVIV (Itim). — Concertgoers 
at last week’s Israel Philhar- 
monic outdoor concert in tnc 
Yarkon Park contributed IS 20,40° 
in response to Mayor Shlomo 
Lahat’s plea for donations for tne. 
city’s cultural projects. 
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Hebrew U. gets 
new building 
for genetics 

i:- Jerusalem Post Reporter 

i Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
recently dedicated the Maurice M. 
Cohen Genetics Building, the new 
home of the university's genetics 
department. 

On hand al the dedication cere- 
monies, besides the university’s 
heads, were Maurice Cohen, who 
contributed the bulk of the money 
for the new five-storey structure, 
and a parly of 35 of Cohen's friends, 
whom tr.e American philanthropist 
brought -over especially for the oc- 
casion. 

“Ever since- school, where I 
studied the usuai liberal arts, 1 have 
felt attracted to genetics. It is an 
area with mystery and potential," 
says Cohen, who feels it is “the 
science of the future." 

Cohen and his group of friends, 
who included Harry Winokur, “the 
doughnut king of America," made 
their trip into a holiday-seminar 
around Holland and Israel. Cohen, 
u retired businessman who lives in 
Boston and Florida, hopes that the 
group’s lour will “strengthen their 
tics with and interest in the HU." 
Cohen himself has for years been a 
member of the HU board of gover- 
nors. The new building, with 
100,000 square feet of floor-space, 
represents his crowning achieve- 
ment as a contributor to the HU. 

Cohen has also been a major 
donor to Ihe new endowment fund 
which will finance the university ac- 
commodation of more genetics 
researchers. 

Prof. Daniel Zohary, the director 
of Ihe university’s Life Sciences In- 
stitute, of which the genetics 
department is a pari, explained iJlS. 
importance of the new building by 
saying that "at last the department 
has come together from the eight or 
nine sites in which it was previously 
dispersed around the capital." 

With a staff of 10-12 senior 
researchers — professors and senior 
lecturers — ■ the department con- 
ducts research into molecular 
genetics, genetic engineering and 
plant genetics. Going beyond the 
usual genetic engineering studied in 
most of the world, using bacteria, 
the HU's department works with 
the more advanced organism, yeast. 

Eban family loses 
battle of centre 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — An order to demolish 
the partially finished medical centre 
in the fashionable Herzliya Pituah 
community was overturned by the 
Tel Aviv District Court recehtiy. 
The original injunction and demoli- 
tion order had been granted to the 
family of Member of Knesset and 
former foreign minister Abba Eban 
and their neighbours, Lhe Harari 
family. 

The medical centre, part of a 
multi-million dollar project 
financed by South African in- 
vestors, faces the residence of Abba 
and Suzy Eban. 

The district court ruled 
favourably on the appellants', offer 
to include certain limitations on the 
construction and use of the centre 
and its facilities, according to Dr. 
Aubrey Joffe, who represents the 
investors. 

For example, no windowd will be 
built on the side of the cenire that 
faces the Eban house, and there will 
be restricted parking in the un- 
derground garage. 


NOW 

IS YOUR CHANCE 
TO BUY A COTTAGE 
IN CAESAR’S VILLAGE 





The home you’ve been dreaming of 
is now being built by Danya 
in their prestigious Caesar’s Village 
near the Caesarea Country Club. 

Here Is your opportunity to own 
a beautifully-designed cottage 
in surroundings that will be a 
never-ending source of delight. 

For details please write to our 
office in Haifa, Israel 
8 Wedgewood Avenue 
Telephone 04-86883-4 
(Ask For Rina or Aviva). 

Or contact our representatives abroad 
Norman Hirshfield Ryde and Browne 
42 Welbeck Street 
London W1M 7HF 
England 

Representatives in England For 
Danya Development Corporation 

Or 

Rosenkranz INC. 

7101 Wisconsin Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20014 U.S.A. 

Off. 301-657-3220 
Res. 301-365-5113. • 


DANYA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD, 


FI ISRAEL by PRIVATE CAR 

■ COMMAND TRAVEL KU (800)2214840 

6 East 45th Street, New York, New York 10017 NY State call collect (212) 490-1213 

THINKING OF RENTING A HOLIDAY 
APARTMENT IN JERUSALEM? 

A CLASSIFIED ADVERT IN THE POST GETS RESULTS 
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BEFORE THE CEASE-FIRE 


Labour softens censure of government 


BEFORE THE CEASE-FIRE 


By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — The Labour Party 
Political Bureau last week rejected 
demands by party doves to con- 
demn the government's Lebanon 
policy and especially the air raid on 
Beirut. The bureau said that the 
world "must condemn terror, and 
not* Israel, which acts in self- 
defence.” 

Labour doves, particularly those 
in the Circle 77 group led by Prof. 
Ze'ev StemhaJ, demanded that the 
party "muster the civic courage” to 
“come out against the bombing. 
Not to do so would imply conferring 
legitimacy on the raids," they said. 
MK Yossi Sarid suggested that the 
bureau not tackle the subject 
altogether if it cannot bring itself to 
condemn the bombing. 

This was rejected by a large 


bureau majority later, with 
party leader Shimon Peres ruling 
out any suggestion of “criticism at a 
time guns are blazing and the pop- 
ulation in the North is sitting in 
shelters." He did, however, take the 
government to task for not having 
convened the Knesset Foreign Af- 
fairs and Defence Committee 
before -deciding on |he Beirut raid. 

The bureau adopted a resolution 
which only indirectly refers to 
operations which might result in 
civilian casualties. The third clause 
of the resolution states that 
"systematic action Against terrorist 
concentrations is a defence must for 
Israel in order to prevent attack, to 
tire out the terrorists and impede 
their organization," but it addi that 
efforts must be made "to avoid hit- 
ting non-combatant civilians." 

J 

The resolution also expresses 
concern at the terrorist attacks. 


solidarity with settlers in the North, 
and anxiety at Syrian and terrorist 
efforts to ignite a total conflict.. It 
recommends that Israel seek the 
mediation of friendly governments 
to prevent terror and bring about a 
ceasefire. , 

The bureau dlso approved co- 
option of Shulamit Aloni'a single 
Knessct-member list, the Citizens 
Rights Movement, as a separate 
Alignment faction. But by a sur- 
prisingly slim majority. 

A stormy debate preceded ap- 
proval of the proposal by 23 votes to 
^■Speaking for the party hawks, 
MK Shoshana Arbeli-Almozlino 
opposed the motion, saying that 
Aloni’s “sole political appeal is her 
independent position. Once she is in 
the Alignment she will have lost that 
as well and will be.no electoral asset 
whatever to us.” 

(See Public Facta, pap U.) 


Terrorists still move freely Air Force is trying to limit civilian casualties 

iUABAMI i-l w i._ ,:r ■*" V O 


ZAHARANI, Lebanon. — • More 
than two weeks of Israeli air 
and artillery attacks have left wide 
areas of South Lebanon a maze of 
twisted bridges, felled power lines 
and devastated roads. But Israel has 
apparently failed to block Palesti- 
nian logistical routes to the area. 

Journalists * touring the area last 
week were able to reach isolated 
parts; of the south with little dif- 
ficulty, although i many roads are 
hard to use because of huge bomb 
creaters. , . 

The only bridge -left across the 
Litani River along the main north- 
south road is a make-shift single- 
lane affair of piled stone, hastily 
paved. 

But to the east ^along the minor 
roads that cut througinifS~hills-flnd- 
valleys of the south, passage is sim- 
ple and these routes remain 
available to Palestinian terrorists. 
'The Israelis have managed to 


make life more difficult for it, 
Palestinians, but it is impossible?* 
cut off all their routes south S 
military analyst said, ’ vl 

In the cities of Sidon and' 1W 
ife was returning to normal, ft 
me streets were packed win, 
waiting to buy petrol Uh 
"It appeared as if the Im 
were softening the Palestinians fa, 
ground assault. But the longer th» 
wait the less chance of success thj 
„ e ’” analyst said 

“Cutting those bridges ac reus lb 
Litani and the Zaharani Risers win 
make it hard, but not pt alHmpoai. 
ble, for the Palestinians to rein, 
force.” 

^-At-dusT alongThe coastal rad, 
truckloads of heavily armed Palesti- 
nian Forces could be seen speedb 
south. The only things block® 
their way were the lines of nn 
standing in front of empty pend 
pumps. (UPI AP) 
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SPECMt OFFER UNTIL THE END OF JULY 


PRICES STARTim FROM IS 374.000 1* 

EXCLUSIVE COMMERCIAL 
SPACE FOR SALE FOR: - 

Galleries and antiques, jewelry and diamond shops, souvenirs, art objects, 
leather goods, fashion boutiques, books, records, photo accessories, tourist 
services, restaurants and coffee shops, cake shops and delicatessen. 

For details: MODUL BETON (Israel) LTD. — 28 Herzliys St.. Haifa. Tel. 04-628211 

ANGLO SAXON PROPERTIES — 129A Sderot Han'assl, Haifa, Tel. 04-81206 
MODUL BETON (Israel) LTD. Haifa. 26 Hand Iv y 6t — AZ0R1M COMPANY for INVESTMENT In CONSTRUCTION 
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SatLWiT 11 arohe “ lo * iBta wvealed more about the past of 
Sinai than did aU die research of the past century. Their Important 
work Is summarised In the Sunhner 1881 Issue of P 

ISRAEL — LAND AND NATURE 

the English-language quartariyjaurnal of the 

Society for the Protection ofNktiire in Israel 

(SPOT) 

Also articles on \, 

* Hiking in the Negev highlands 

* Landscape conservation in the Negav 

* Jaffa's Jews at the turn of the century 

* tu of the Bhort-toad eagle and much more on 

the natural and human history of Israel. 

h«Sin V ! r 35 'J 00 of SPOT, in Israel and abroad, in 

■Md ^sit° mak8 **“ H ° ly Laad a better “ d <*»ner Place to live In 

Overseas members are welcome 1 
Join now] 
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Sodsty for the Protection of Nature in liras! : 

4 Haihfela Stl, 4818* tel Aviv, Israel. 

Please enrol me (and my family) in the S.P.N.I. 

1 i 

My Cheque for la encoded. - |#l 

£2LT2ra- il S. f °« IWa81 nMmt * ■» IS 80 (ISB0 for IJW 
SoStio “$ &* ''■ -?™ 81 “®»ber.hlp. (including a small 

InClU r dM “ BUbKrIptlcm to TsphbI — L and and Nature. 

larast SffiT ° f ’ CUrrant S,P,NJ - f 011 ™ are sent to all members residing, in 
Israel, an* (^overseas members who request them. * 

Name and Address (please print clearly) ' _ / 



TEL AVIV. — The Israel Air Force, 
although adhering to the new 
policy of attacking terrorists even 
when they are ensconced in popula- 
tion centres, is nevertheless trying 
to keep civilian casualties down in 
its strikes against Lebanon, IAF 
Commander- Aluf (Maj.-Gen.) 
David Ivri said last week. 

Commenting on the two Palesti- 
nian headquarters in Beirut which 
«|*so housed civilians, Ivri said IAF 
pl'ints had made every effort to hit 
(he ijghrise buildings but to spare 
the surrounding area. 

The ' Isrhali planes had carried 
“small-type” bombs to cut down on 
damage and loss of life in the 
vicinity of the buildings. 


“We tried not to hit in excess of 
the targets defined for us, and once 
we saw we had hit them we stopped 
the strike (though) there were 
planes carrying bombs ready to at- 
tack,” he said. 

The air force could have 
destroyed ipany more terrorist 
targets had it not had any compunc- 
tions about attacking civilians. 

Ivri said Israpl was at war with the 
terrorists in Lebanon and that air 
force attacks on their positions had 
drawn heavy anti-aircraft fire, es- 
■pecially in the coastal regions near 
Beirut. 

Most of the anti-aircraft fire was 
of the cannon type, he said, but 
SAM-7 “Strella” shoulder-held 


Rabin raps Begin’s strategy: 
‘Force won’t destroy PLO’ 


TEL AVIV. — Former prime 
minister Yitzhak Rabin last week 
criticized the government's strategy 
towards Palestinian terrorists and 
said they could never be wiped out 
by force. 

In an interview with Reuters 
reporter Alan Eisner, Rabin said it 
was impossible to destroy the ter- 
rorist organizations through big air 
raids of the kind that Israel has 
launched in the past two weeks. 

"1 reached the conclusion when I 
was prime minister that it was im- 
possible to destroy (he Palestine 
Liberation Organization. I don't see 
massive air attacks achieving this 
goal even if it causes the PLO con- 
siderable damage.” he said. 

Rabin criticized the air strike at 
terrorist command posts in Beirut in 
which more than 100 civilians were 
reported killed. 

“The command posts have been 
in Beirut for many years. They were 
(here when I was prime minister. At 
(hat time. 1 saw no practical benefits 
in hitting them because of the 
political price,” he said. 

Rabin said the government's 
policy had damaged relations with 
the U.S. “Americans still remember 
the Vietnam war. I am not compar- 
ing the situation then to our present 
problems. But people there have an 
abhorrence oF striking civilians in- 
discriminately." 

He said the attack on Beirut had 
taken away moral force from 
Israel's case in its struggle against 
the Palestinians. “Israel used to 
have moral right on its side and the 
methods it used to defend itself,” he 
said. 

In Rabin's opinion, the present 
Israeli offensive cannqt stop the 
Palestinian bombardments of Israeli 
border settlements. “Theoretically, 
it may be possible to silence them 
for a few days. But not absolutely 
and not for a long time,” he said. 


"Begin’s justification for the 
policy of taking the initiative in hit- 
ting the terrorists was the large arms 
shipments that they are getting from 
Syria, Libya and the USSR. But 
they will not stop because of the 
government’s action.” he said. 

“Israel has a choice. Either it 
should reach a cease-fire agreement 
or it will have to consider a large- 
scale military operation, and then 
the air force alone is not enough,” 
he said. 

“If there can be no diplomatic 
solution and the attrition continues. 
I believe a majority of Israelis would 
support a large-scale military 
operation.” 

Rabin said the Begin government 
should revert to the old strategy of 
preventing terrorist incursions into 
Israel with selective strikes at 
strategic PLO targets. 

“We achieved our goals with an 
effective defensive system along the 
border and the coastline and selec- 
tive defensive operations. Under my 
system, the political damage to 
Israel was much smaller," he said. 

"If the peace process goes 
forward and Arab states besides 
Egypt want peace with Israel, we 
can solve the problem. If the other 
Arab states will not join the process, 
it is impossible to impose peace.” 

Meanwhile, an urgent letter was 
sent to Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin last week, expressing "moral 
anger” over Israeli bombings in 
Lebanon, by a group of 43 Peace 
Now activists, Labour Parly 
members of the Circle 77 and other 
non-affiliated signatories. 

The Peace Now activists included 
Avishai Margalit, Janet Aviad, 
Avshalom Vilan and Galia/Golan. 
Circle 77 signatories included Ze’ev 
Sternhal and Yirmiyahu Yovel. 
Yehuda Amihai, Prof. Yehoshua 
Prawer and Moshe Greenberg also 
signed. 


But the tennis goes on 


By JACK LEON 

RAMAT hasharon. - 
Children from the Kiryat Shmona 
Tennis Centre are being brought 
down by bus to the headquarters 
here of the Israel Tennis Centres to 
enable, them to continue their sum- 
mer tennis programme despite the 
emergency in the north. 

The boys and girls — aged seven 
to 14 — are being accommodated 
locally, ITC chairman Rubin 
Josephs and executive director Ian 
Froman told The Jerusalem Post;- 


Before the Katyusha onslaught 
on Kiryat Shmona, 230 youngsters 
were receiving regular coaching un- 
der the summer holiday programme 
for children from Upper Galilee. 
The transfer of the programme to 
Ram at Hasharon was wprked out 
with Bob Podhurst, director of the 
Kiryat Shmona Centre, and coach 
Eytan Stern. . ... 

The six-court centre at Kiryat 
Shmona was opened 18 months Ago 
and also serves Christian children 
from South 'Lebanon. i r - 


surface-to-air missiles — and in one 
instance a SAM-9 — have been 
launched against the Israeli planes. 

SAM missile batteries in Lebanon 
are believed to be operated by Li- 
byans or Palestinians under Libyan 
command. The Soviet-made missile 
has a seven kilometre range, a max- 
imum ceiling of 4.6 km. and can 
reach a speed of Mach 1. 3 ( 1 .5 times 
the speed of sound). 

No Israeli planes have been lost 
during the current hostilities in the 
north. 

But a Syrian MiG that interfered 
with an Israeli air attack on 
Lebanon on July 14 was downed by 
IAF pilots. Ivri revealed last week 
that Israeli pilots downed a Syrian 


MiG-25 in a dogfight over Lebanon 
a Tew months ago. 

On the U.S. suspension of 
delivery of the 10 F-16 planes to 
Israel, Ivri said that in the long-run 
the move could be detrimental to 
the iAF's ability to train air and 
ground crews and could be “very 
significant if war breaks out." 

In his wide-ranging comments on 
the eve of Air Force Day, Ivri said 
the I A F had in the last year used the 
F-16 to shoot down enemy planes 
and attack the Iraqi nuclear reactor 
near Baghdad. 

Cobra attack helicopters have 
also been successfully incorporated 
in the air force and have par- 
ticipated in operations. 



Air Force commander Ivri , 

The country's anti-aircraft 
defences have also been greatly 
developed and the air force has 
made extensive use of its unmanned 
drones — reconnaisance aircraft. 

Looking towards the future, he 
said that the air force is facing the 
toughest part of its evacuation of 
Sinai air fields — the transfer to the 
North of certain facilities and of the 
families of IAF personnel, while 
maintaining an operational level for 
possible warfare. 
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BEFORE THE CEASE-FIRE 



■raemier visits towns hit by shellings 

Begin promises end to rocket terror 


Prime Minister Menachem Begin 
early last week visited Nahariya, 
Metulla and Kiryat Shmona and 
repeated hts pre-election pledge 
that the Katyushas fired from across 
the border would be silenced. 

In both Nahariya and Kiryat 
Shmona, however, he was at pains 
to correct the report that he had 
promised Kiryat Shmona some time 
ago that it would be shelled no 
more. 

“I never said that. Everyone who 
knows the truth knows that what I 
said was: ‘Patience. The day will 
come when there will be no more 
Katyushas in Kiryat Shmona/ And I 
repeat what I said then: Patience, 
my friends.” 

Begin went on to say that his was 
not an empty promise and that the 
government is doing everything in 
its power to fulfil it. Referring to the 
difficulties facing residents of the 
border towns and settlements, 
Begin said: “We belong to the Jewish 
nation and are schooled in suffer- 
ing. Our forefathers taught us that, 
■he Land of Israel must be acquired 
by suffering.. It is part of our lives so 
that we can reach days of security 
and peace.” 


Most of the population of Kiryat 
Shmona has left the town. Almost 
all have gone to family and friends 
elsewhere in the country with the 
announced intention of returning 
when things quiet down. 

Work in almost all plants in the 
North has been dlsiupted by loss 
in^ manpower, with frequent air 
raid alarms forcing workers to take 
shelter. One kibbutz has shifted its 
assembly line for irrigation pipes to 
a corner of its dining hall because of 
its proximity to a large shelter. 

In Nahariya, economic activity 
has virtually halted, with hotels 
empty and the town's large in- 
dustries at a standstill, except for 
brief periods of activity in some of 
them when an all-clear signal is an- 
nounced. 

Beginning his tour in Nahariya, 
Begin, accompanied by Chief of 
Staff Lieut .-Gen. Rafael Eitan and 
OC Northern Command Avigdor 
Ben-Gal, wus greeted by a crowd 
outside city hall chanting, “Begin, 
King of Israel", and by the town’s 
rri ayor, Ephraim Shafir. 

He began the t'qur with a visit at 
the home of the faulty of Yehoshua 
Vanuno, 18, who wo9 one of tile 


three persons killed two weeks ago 
by Katyusha rockets. 

The chief of staff, accompanying 
Begin, spoke both in Metulla and 
Kiryat Shmona. Asked when there 
will be a ccasc-fide, he said, “I can- 
not commit myself to a time table. It 
began in 1921 and has been going on 
ever since." 

He said that as a result of the 
IDF’s attacks on the Zaharani and 
Littmi bridges, less equipment is be- 
ing moved south by the terrorists. 

He stressed that the IDF is deter- 
mined to continue its war against 
the terrorists, but that all military 
activity must be coordinated with 
political attempts to end the 
fighting. 

In Kiryat Shmona, he denied 
reports that morale was low and 
said reporters have exaggerated the 
feeling of desperation among the 
town’s residents. 

In Kiryat Shmona, Begin began 
his tour with a visit to the family of 
Shimon Dayan, 14, who was killed 
a few days earlier. His mother 
Miriam, who was seriously wounded 
while walking with her son, left 
hospital the same day to go home 
and observe the traditional one- 



Thls map shows all of the Israeli towns and settlements which bate 
come under terrorist fire in the cu/rent-romra of border shelling. 



week Jewish shiva niouFHrng-period, 
after learning that her son was dead. 

The tourism and hotel industries 
in Nahariya have suffered about 
IS30 million worth of damage, ac- 
cording to Moshe Amiri director- 
general of the Hoteliers Associa- 
tion. He said that Nahariya should 
be recognized as a “border locality” 
as it appears very likely that the dif- 
ficulties facing the industry now will 
not end in the near future. 

Nahariya industrialist Steff 
Wertheimer again called on the 


government last week to make v- 
rangements to enable the factoo'N 
in the town to carry on working id 
exporting under all conditions. Ik 
noted that although most attention 
was directed towards the town's 
resort industry, the latter employ 
only 300 persons while 3,000 work 
in the factories. 

A group of young convicts from 
the Tel-Mond Prison last w«i 
volunteered to work for a wed ai 
building air raid shelters in Kirya 
Shmona. 


Concerned U.S. Jewish 
leaders express support 


to * i bo “ bi f in 

Business and farming suffer heavy losses 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
and YITZHAK OKED 

Nahariya was last week 
designated a border settlement by 
Finance Minister Yoram Aridor, 
retroactive to before the shelling. 
The decision is expected to be ap- 
proved by the Knesset Finance 
Committee in the near future. 

The new status of border settle- 
ment will allow Nahariya residents 
to receive full compensation for 
damages caused by enemy action, 
as do the inhabitants of Kiryat 
Shmona and other northern settle- 
ments along the firing tine. 

The designation means residents 
will be awarded compensation both 
for direct damage, such as hits by 
shellfire, and indirect damage, such 
as work or business lost during ex- 
tended alerts. In determining in- 
direct damage compensation, only 
businesses closed by order or the 
security forces will be indemnified. 

Aridor made an exception to the 
existing law on compensation, by 
deciding that workers from ■ 
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northern settlements who cannot 
reach their places of employment 
beyond the borderareadue to shell- 
ing or an alert will also be awarded 
compensation. The Treasury had 
requested the National Insurance 
Institute to handle such cases but 
the Nil refused, saying the number 
of workers involved is too small. 
The Treasury will compensate these 
workers directly. , 

Authorities report that It baa been 
difficult to award compensation to all 
those whose property bas been 
damaged in the recent shelling, 
because many residents have left the 
town temporarily and are unaware 
that their property has been damaged. 

In Tel Aviv, the Farmers Federa- 
tion estimated that damages in mil- 
lions of shekels have been caused to 
agriculture in the North by ihe shel- 
ling. 

Exact losses will be determined in 
a - few weeks when government as- 
sessors have completed their survey 
of the area. 

The damage is in nearly all fields 
and orchards. Wheat and cotton 
crops have been burnt, water pipes 


have burst and chicken coops have 
been damaged, with thousands of 
the fowl killed. 

Shlomo Reisman, managing- 
director of the federation, told 
The Jerusalem Post that Metulla 
has suiTered especially during the 
past week. The settlers there 
have been working round the' clock 
— between shellings — fixing water 
pipes. Some water installations have 
been repaired three times in 
less than a week. 

Galilee panhandle apple and pear 
orchards have also been seriously 
damaged. Reisman said that in addi- 
tion, farmers are not able to harvest 
apples because of the shelling. 

Numerous agricultural imple- 
ments including tractors have also 
been damaged. 

The Agriculture Ministry has ap- 
pointed a committee headed by 
director-general Meir Ben-Meir to 
decide what steps should be taken 
to aid the farmers. 

Reisman said that at present the 
settlers do not need volunteers, but 
that this situation could change 
shortly. 


By LEON HADAR 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK..— The organized 
American Jewish leadership last 
week publicly voiced support for 
Israe l in its running battle ugainst 

thePLOTtrtcbanorr ~ 

Following a meeting here of 
about 60 leaders with Israeli Am- 
bassador Ephraim Evron, the 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations is- 
sued a statement placing the 
primary blame on the PLO for the 
high civilian casualty rate during 
Israel's bombing strike over Beirut. 

The statement also called on 
President Ronald Reagan to release 
the F-16 fighter planes to Israel. 

Most of the leaders at the 
meeting, part of which was closed to 
the press, were eager to reaffirm 
their support of Israel. Privately, 
however, many are deeply distres- 
sed by the Beirut bombing. 

However, Israel’s air raids on 
Lebanon have caused concern 
among traditional friends of Israel 
in the American Jewish community. 

Hyman Bookbinder, Washington 
representative of the American 
Jewish Committee, said last week 
that “this is a difficult moment for 
the friends of Israel. I feel very sad 
that a country like Israel felt com- 
pelled to take such action.” 
Another Jewish figure from 
Washington ,who requested 
anonymity said that he felt “moral 


outrage” at (lie bombing and that 
Prime Minister Menachem Begifl’i 
policies "play into the hands of 
Israel’s enemies.” 

Other J ewish leaders have expres- 
sed similar concerns in private 
forums, although most of them con- 
tinue to express public support foi 
the Israeli policy. Indicative of the 
mixed feelings even among the 
members of the American-J ewish 
establishment is the fact that very 
few, in contrast to their customat) 
practice-, have criticized the suspen- 
sion of the delivery of the F-16 
planes to Israel, 

Nathan Perimeter, the national 
executive-director of the B’nai 
B’rith Anti-Defamation League, 
said that the raids have, damaged 
Israel’s position in American public 
opinion, but added that “a country 
like Israel should not conduct its 
policy on the basis of public opiniof 
considerations but on the basis Of it* 
national interests." 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
president of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, said that 
while responsibility for civilian 
casualties must be shared by Paled- 
njans..-who-»purTK'eir military 
deliberately in civilian quartera," 
the Israeli raid bn Beirut “is a very 
painful sight. We’ve seen Israeli 
women and children maimed awi 
killed. We cannot be heartened by 
the sight of Lebanese women and 
children killed." 


Knesset protesters demand new peace treaty 

About 3, '000 settlers from 
throughout 'the country 
demonstrated In front of the Knes- 
set during lasjt week’s opening ses- 
sron demanding a halt' to the 
withdrawal from Sinai and the re- 
negotiation of the peace agreement 
with Egypt. 
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Waving signs' such “Save the 
nation from the trap of 

?nH n ? raWa,, J I “?W n beWaVe - 
Sadat is waiting to ajnbush you in 
April 1982" and others, the 


protesters represented a wide rang* 
of anti-withdrawal se lit! raBUt~froo 
various settlement areas am 
political parties. 

Tehiya MK Yuval Ne'eman toll 
the crowd that the peace treat; 
means ‘’changing Ashkelon inti 
Kiryat Shmona ; of the south. 
Labour MK Aryc Nehamkln 
secretary of the Moshav M° ve 
meni, appealed to public, opinion U 
persuade MKs to re-negotiate tb< 
treaty “and. strike out the ardcli 
removing the settlements. 
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OPINION 


America's changing mood 

Washington correspondent Wolf I Israel raids on the Iraqi nuclear reac- 1 Washington have been outraged/ 
Blitzer examines the state of Israel- tor and the terrorist headquarters in and reports on growing calls for a 
U.S. relations in the light of the (Beirut. He says that ‘people in | policy of ‘get tough with Israel/ 


WASHINGTON. — Unless there’s 
a dramatic improvement in the 
situation in the Middle East, U.S.- 
Israeli relations are going to get a 
lot worse before they start to get 
belter. 

That’s the considered opinion of 
several key administration, congres- 
sional, diplomatic and other in- 
fluential observers here following 
the Israeli bombing of Beirut. 

Some administration officials are 
actually pressing for a sharp con- 
frontation with Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin. 

In the end, they hope to use the 
current crisis between Washington 
and Jerusalem as a springboard to 
achieve some badly needed 
progress on the Palestinian ques- 
tion, which has now. six months into 
the new administration. re-emerged 
at the front and centre of U.S. 
policy. 

An added plus for them would be 
to see Begin’s still-to-be-assembled 
government collapse quickly. 

President Ronald Reagan and 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig, 
both still considered friendly 
towards Israel, arc not part of that 
hostile group, but they are 
anguishing over the surprisingly 
rapid deterioration in U.S.-Israel 
ties. More in sorrow than in 
anger, Reagan and Haig have found 
themselves punishing Israel by 
suspending already contracted air- 
craft shipments. And perhaps most 
surprisingly, they have wide support 
in Congress and the U.S. public. 

THE REASON, of course, is the 
heavy civilian cusualty rate during 
the Israeli strike against Palestinian 
targets in downtown Beirut. Even 
Israel’s best friends are uncomfor- 
table with the gory details. 


Hyman Bookbinder, Washington 
representative of the American 
Jewish Committee, said Reagan's 
decision to tjelay further the F-16 
deliveries was “sort of inevitable” 
because it was “understandable the 
American government would want 
to show its displeasure” with the 
bombing. He said there was “pain, 
anguish and surprise” among 
American Jews about the targets. 
But Bookbinder still maintained 
that the whole situation must be 
seen in the perspective of PLO at- 
tacks against Israel. 

Jack W. Germond and Jules Wit- 
cover, who write a respected 
political column in The Washington 
Star and themselves are considered 
generally friendly towards Israel, 
pinned the blame for the current 
erosion of Israel's standing in 
America on Begin. "The president's 
decision [to stop plane shipmentsl is 
likely to be well-received in 
Congress and in the country," they 
said, “if only because Begin per- 
sonally has made himself a target.” 
Even if the Reagan administra- 
tion and the Begin government 
manage to paper over their current 
rift in the coming weeks, the long- 
term damage to Israel’s image in 
Washington and America at large is 
sure to be extensive. At best, Israel 
is now considered callous towards 
huntun life; al worst, it is seen as 
having descended to the level of 


PLO terrorism. 

The New York Times said last 
week that suspending F-16 
deliveries was not enough. It 
suggested that a broader Arab- 
Israeli peace settlement must now 
be pursued by Washington. "A 
policy that denies the Palestinian 
Arabs a place in the Palestine sun is 
just as doomed as Ihe Arab policy of 
denying Israel," it said. 

FIRST, there was the Israeli bomb- 
ing of the Iraqi nuclear facility. That 
greatly upset Reagan, Haig and 
company because they had not been 
alerted directly by Israel at a high 
level to the degree of its concern 
that Iraq was building an atomic 
bomb. The president felt that Israel 
should have come to him before 
sending in the air force. Begin had 
raised the mutter with Carter 
repeatedly but during the first five 
months of the Reagan administra- 
tion, he did not stress it in U.S.- 
Israeli diplomatic exchanges. That’s 
why Reagan later said publicly that 
Israel had failed to exhaust all 
peaceful means in stopping the Iraqi 
progrnmnie. 

Second, there was the Beirut 
bombing. Reagan and his advisers, 
especially White House counsellor 
Ed Meesc. felt embarrassed that it, 
too, had come without warning. 
Only four days earlier, by careful 
prcarrangcnient. Slate Department 


counsellor Robert McFarlane had 
reached agreement with Begin in 
Jerusalem on a joint statement 
designed to open the door to 
resumed F-16 shipments. But all 
that went up [q smoke after ihe 
Israel Air Force flew over Beirut. 

BEGIN’S own political and psy- 
chological self-interest may not al- 
low him to recognize the extent of 
(he damage to his personal image 
with the president and other in- 
fluential administration officials. He 
was described as incredulous that 
Reagan actually had been “furious" 
over the raid. 

Bui the prime minister should not 
delude himself. People in 
Washington, including Reagan, 
have been outraged. 

Even those “friendly” political 
appointees who came into the ad- 
ministration with tremendous 
respect Tor the prime minister have 
changed their views. 

Most of his American “reserves," 
as he used to refer to the American 
Jewish community and other 
traditional supporters of Israel, 
have been embarrassed by his 
behaviour. Some, like the Zionist 
Organization of America, are trying 
to come to his defence. Others are 
remaining silent. A few arc actually 
joining in the condemnation of 
Israel. 


ALL THIS is bound to have an im- 
pact on U.S.-Israel relations. The 
spillover effect on arms shipments, 
economic assistance, and 
diplomatic support will be great. 
Whenever the lop echelons of the 
Washington power structure are 
feuding with Jerusalem, the lower- 
level foreign policy bureaucrats, 
many with a built-in, knee-jerk 
hostility towards Israel, come out of 
the closets, circulating draft 
memoranda on how best to squeeze 
Israel. 

The pro-Arab crowd in 
Washington, always delighted by 
troubles with Israel, sense that 
Begin now can be pressured by- 
Reagan into making serious conces- 
sions. For years, former un- 
dersecretary of state George Ball 
pressed for the use or U.S. military 
aid as leverage on Israel to 
withdraw to the 1967 lines. 
Republican Representative Paul 
Findley of Illinois, the most active 
PLO supporter in Congress and an 
advocate of the George Bail get- 
tough approach towards Israel, told 
The Washington Star that if Reagan 
had slapped Begin down long ago, 
even the Iraqi raid might not have 
happened 

Whether the idea of adopting a 
really lough attitude towards Israel 
is now accepted by Reagan remains 
ti» he seen. 


LABOUR PARTY 'leader Shimon 
Peres was instrumental last week in 
muting his party’s criticism of the 
bombing of the PLO headquarters 
in Beirut in which several hundred 
civilians were killed and many more 
wounded. A week in which thou- 
sands of Israelis were forced to hud- 
dle in air raid shelters in Nahariya, 
Kiryat Shmona and elsewhere in 
West and l r pper Galilee was, Peres 
reportedly insisted, no time for 
divisive politics. 

To my mind, he was as wrong as 
he had been, contrariwise, in picking 
a fight with Begin over the Air 
Force strike against the Baghdad 
nuclear reactor at a time when such 
a stand could only lose him votes. 

The elections are over. It is essen- 
tial, for our own self-respec^and for 
our image in the eyes of our friends 
abroad that as many Israelis as pos- 
sible dissociate themselves from the 
outrage of the consciously planned 
killing of civilians, which was 
perpetrated in their name, 

Israel has been engaged in a 33- 
year-long war with the surrounding 
Arab world. Odds are that the war 
will continue, in both cold and hot 
fashion, for at lea^t that long in 
future. Because I believe this is so 
— because I do not buy the delusion 
that peace is just around the corner 
or the fatuous talk of “a peace 
process" that ostensibly began with 
the Sadat initiative four years ago — 
I believe it so crucial to condemn 
the Beirut bombing and the mode of 
thought that made it possible. 

Specifically because moral 
authority is crucial to Israel's war 
against the PLO and other enemies 
in the Arab world, Israelis must 
castigate that outrage, admit that a 
mistake was made in our name and 
work to prevent its repetition. 

I would go so far as to express the 
hope that some voices of outrage 


The voice of conscience 


The bombing of innocent civilians in Beirut must be condemned 
by all Israelis, writes The Jerusalem Post's Yosef Goell. 


would be heard not only from the was that such a position was basical- express himself, in reaction to the 
kibbutzim being subjected to the ly foreign to the most profound first shock in Israel over the killing cf 

PLO's Katyusha and shelling at- Jewish concepts, including concepts those hapless children, by charging 

tacks, but also from Nahariya and on how one conducts a war for sur- that that very criticism was 
Kiryat Shmona residents vival. "monstrous"? 

themselves. I am not a "bleeding heart” The attack was carried out by the 

oblivious to the wrongs perpetrated Israel Air Force, for obvious 
In 1948, in the midst of a life-and- against us and sensitive only to the reasons. The alternative, a corn- 
death struggle, the mainstream of the hurts caused to our enemies. Nor mando raid on the ground, might 
Ylshuv found the moral courage to am I addressing myseir to profes- have avoided a high rate of civilian 
condemn the outrage of Deir Yassin sional hand wringers who choose to casualties, but it would have been 
in which a large number of Palesti- disregard the cynicism of a West much more dangerous for Ihe men 

nian Arab villagers were killed dur- . that cares little for Jewish blood; or involved. 

ing an attack on that village, which indeed for the blood of the fellow Another important reason is that 
was part of the Arab siege against Christians of southern Lebanon. aerial bombing involves a certain 
Jewish Jerusalem. The entire Jewish Like a dwindling number of us, 1 detachment. As the Americans lear- 
press with the exception of the fought as a foot soldier in nearly all ned in Vietnam, pilots and bombar- 
Revisionist paper castigated the of Israel's wars and have killed Arab diers do not see the human suffering 

? erpetrators of that attack, the soldiers. I am not proud of that lat- their deadly cargo almost un- 
rgun Zvai Leumi, then commanded ter fact; but I do not hesitate to say avoidably inflicts, 
by Menachem Begin. that I would 1 do it again and insist But if statistics are correct, one 

In fact, one of the issues which that my son : does it to defend our must assume that most of those 
figured centrally in the split people and land against our real, pilots are children of kibbutzim, 
between the IZL underground and not imagined, enemies. What do they feel? What do their 

the Haganah controlled by the Does that give me or anyone else kibbutz elders feel? What will their 
Jewish Ageney, was the former’s in- the right to condone, or pass over in elder brothers, who wrote The 
sistence on a policy of "eye-for- silence, the killing of non- Seventh Day, baring thefr tortured 
an-cye" retaliatory attacks against Combatant men, women and souls ip the aftermath of the Six Day 
Arab civilian targets, as against the children living in the area com- War, sny when their younger 
official policy of havlaga, near mandeered by the PLO murderers brothers come home on leave? 
superhuman self-restraint, even in for their headquarters? 

the midst of war, with our own dead In his rhetoric, Mr. Begin has REINFORCING these moral con- 
slilf at our feet. shown himself a specialist on the siderations is the reality that ap- 

outrages perpetrated and parently nothing was gained 
THERE HAVE always been those threatened against our own inno- militarily by Israel from the bomb- 
among us who have counselled the cent children. Children are chosen ing of the Beirut headquarters, 
eye-for-an-cye approach. But they for such rhetorical purposes for Much was lost In. international sup- 
were always a small minority. The their innocence. By definition, Arab port. It seemed to have been in the 
main argument against our assimtla- children ore no less innocent than best traditions or an emotionally 
tion into the dominant regional are our own. - Can it really be that triggered act of vengeance, rather 
Arab concept of blood vengeance Mr. Begin's cabinet secretary dared than a calculated act taking into ac- 


count Israel’s best interests. 

The PLO headquarters have been 
in the same location for the better 
part of a decade, during which the 
PLO has loosed its reign of terror 
over Lebanon and sought to use the 
territory of that hapless country as a 
springboard for attacks against 
Israel. Other targets were con- 
sistently attacked by Israel during 
this entire period. But previous 
governments, including Mr. Begin's 
own for four years, correctly 
refrained from attacking those head- 
quanere, because of the surrounding 
civilian population. Nothing has 
really happened in the interim that 
could in any way have justified such 
a change in policy. 

And what of our own rabbis, 
those, who would set themselves up 
as our moral guides; why are their 
voices muled? 

One of the heights of Jewish 
heritage is contained in the talmudic 
criticism of the Song of Miriam, 
that exultant tribal victory song in 
the Book of Exodus marking the 
drowning of the Egyptian hosts in 
the sea through which Ihe Children 
of Israel had just passed safely. The 
rabbis have God himself expressing 
his chagrin and saying: “The fruit of 
my hands are drowning in the sea 
and you choose to sing songs of 
praise?" 

Il will be a long war. But what will 
it avail us if we find that in winning 
we have lost our Jewish souls and 
turned into the image of the most 
bestial of enemies? 
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Two former North American couples talk to interviewer Bernard Shuman about the rich, fulfilling lives they have 
made for themselves in the Galilee town of Safad. All four participants in the Aliyah to Israel of Bob and 
Malki Lapidus and Joel and Judi Siegel in 1975 agree that theirs was a well-planned move. 



' "in terms of Completing our educa- 
tion beforehand; in terms of. coming 
together, and in terms of our hus- 
bands having jobs in Sated before we 
arrived — we were es prepared as 
anyone could possibly be." Judi sum* 
marizes. 

Joel points out that he and Bob 
had "contracts signed and seated 
with the director of Safad's three 
community center* nJx months before 
our aliyah. which, by itaolf. was rather 
unusual. These were obtained whan 
Judi end I mado a pilot trip in the 
winter of .1974/76. Bob and Malki 
had preceded us with a pilot trip the 
previous summer, on an initial lob In- 
terview and scouting trip, and our 
mission In January was to conclude 
die deal. 1 was the branch director of 
a community center until last April 
when I Wbnt on loan to Project 
Renewal under the Deputy Prime 
Minister. Specifically, we’re involved 
in the renovation of houses, public 
buildings, schools and senior citizens’ 
center — that’s the physical aspect 
On the social scene, we’ra setting up 
e comprehensive family program, 
such as family planning, birth classes, 
family counsefflitg and help for senior 
citizens. Safad gdfo 'suppwt through 
the Jewish Agency from 'tWin cities' 
in the U.S. — Oakland, California.' 
and three New Jersey communities." 

Sob. who grew up in Brookline, 
Mass., recalls that Initially their pilot 
trip was "relatively disappointing 
because the first contacts We made 
brought unfavorable results. The 
message I received was that I should 
teach English, but I pointed out that I 
wasn't intarssted because my 
background was In adult education. 
And Malki was told that she couldn't 
expect to work in her field of sariy< 
childhood education because sh e 
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didn't know the Hebrew that 
.they sing in nuraeryJschoalB. 

■■ "It teems that no one in Israel had 
. ever .heard of the very active Adult 
Education Association. .Through the 
association, we compiled a Hat of 
community centers that might ba 
worth visiting for interviews, and they 
spoke parti oularly highly of the 
developing centers In Safsd. 

'Today I'm director of adult educa- 
tion for the three centers here. I'm 
responsible for the uipan. adult basic 
literacy, conversational English. 
Arabic, family life ^education and 
other discussion grpupe. I’m also - 
responsible for the coordination of 
activities at one of the three centers. I 
. find it vary surprising that I obtained a 
master's degree in adult education at 
Boston University and I'm in Israel 
working in edult education I" 

Malki says the! "I was hired at the 
canter ai the coordinator of early 
childhood activities as soon as wa 
came, i have a master's degree in this 
field, and this is ths work I’m doing 
•{low. I had opene^ and operated a 
day cam center for three years, but I 
. found that it wee s i4-hour-a-day Job 
( w^ilch I was, constantly bringing 
' pbpis yvitfipie. | jjjuntf |Hst thij only 
.... ,way| to. leave, war Jo bacdina'piag- 
.naht' tihe, only adepts We" way of, 
’ stopping a Job ." ' ‘ 

Today both coijples have two 
children — the Upidus family has 
Elan. 4 and Nilf, 2. while the Siegels 
ace parents of Eden! 3 end Mays, 1. 

The dose friendship between the 
two couples began! ,n Breton and 
continued even after the Siegel* 
moved to Cleveland wham Joel comj 
plated hte studies at Casa Westam 
Reserve, and Judy completed her 
nursing training. They started talking 
about making aliyeh together early in 
their relationship. |! 

' Malki says that “yn continue to bs 
like one family. With our children 
dose enough In age to be like 
brothers and steterk. There are now 
eight of us in' a very oloaef 
relationship. 

"Bobby and Joel want to work Im- 
mediately on our arrival In Sated, 
keeping buey 12 hours a day. while 
Judi and I ware lost with endless 
days whh nothing to do, and wa 
really needed each other. We didn't 
have children than. Our expectation 
had been that we would attend an In- 
ta naive uipan, since our Hebrew was 


IT IN SAFAD 

■ ■ • j the neighborhood which has changed 

. ^%00 Am fortunately for the better." 

Judi notes that them are advan- 
^ fvSi tagaa to living in Safad, which aha 

Sr l^T^J . deacribaa aa'"a small town where 

frw 2 everybody knows everybody and wa 

. S have friendships we couldn't 

t/. II U jv otherwise have. Everything ia so close 

wa can walk there, such aa Kahfllat 
*T§ Shalva. Although we're not Orthodox. 


very limited, but we found that 
nothing like that existed In Sated. In 
addition, our ahipmanti of furniture 
didn’t arrive, so the apartment we 
warn sharing it the beginning was 
totally empty. I’m not sure what 
might have happened if Judi and I 
hadn't had each other. I finally volun- 
teered at a n, jreery school, white Judi 
waited for her nursing license to 
come through." 

Judi remembers whan the did ob- 
tain har license to work In the Safad 
hospital: "I went to work in preemtee 
(babies bom premature) thinking that 
I could speak to the bsbiei In English. 

I quickly learned what I needed to 
know In Hebrew, and to this day, I 
, can't say ’broom' {^ Hebrew because 
.^thaf .yyasn’t part of my working 
" v^wibulary. Ttia temdue atofy la that 
because hwaa In charge I had to write 
the report*. Once I wanted to say that 
there was some mother's milk for the 
preemles In the refrigerator, but in- 
stead of saying hafavelm (mother's 
milk). I wrote 'fce/ev-efm' (dog 
mother). No one will let me forget it" 

Joel claims the foursome selected 
8ated primarily for idealistic reasons 
because "we wanted to get to know 
Israel by living with the people of the 
country. However, the most difficult 
period for me vyas coming directly 
from the plane so work In a tough 
neighborhood. I think if I had known 
Judo it would have been much more 
effective than my training in social 
work. It was a tremendous change to 
come from a middle- clou American 
Jewish community to work primarily, 
with a North African population in 
Israel. I had grown up on the ideals of 
the 2lonlst youth movement and all of 
a sudden I waa dealing with idds 
renting out of the ma'abara (im- 
migrant camps of the late 1940a, 
early 1960a). The cultural gap waa 
phenomenal. 

"But I survived and they survived, 
and. today I feel very much a part of 


tha neighborhood which has changed 
fortunately for the better." 

Judi notee that there are advan- 
tages to living in Safad. which aha 
describes ss'"a email town where 
everybody knows everybody and we 
have friendships we couldn't 
otherwise hove. Everything is so close 
wa can walk there, such as KahHtat 
Shalva. Although we're not Orthodox, 
we’re very traditional. Shabbat la 
Shabbat in our home, and there 
hasn’t been a Friday' night that we 
haven't eaten tha hallah that I’ve 
baked." 

But — M*l ki n otfl« that Salad ia . 
isolated "and 1 find this isolation from 
the center of Israel hard to take. I like 
living In a email place, but I would like 
to know that there's a large city 20 ' 
minutes' away where I can go if I 
want to. 

"8ome people complain about the 
leek of things to do, but there are 
cultural events in Safad if you look for 
them. I have a foaling it wouldn't be 
much different if we lived in 
Jerusalem. Our excuse in Boston was 
that we didn’t have the money for 
concerts and plays because we were 
saving for Israel. We’re In Israel now, 
and we still don't have the money,” 
she adds with a smile. 

Bob claim? that it takes time to 
adapt to any new community when 
he remembers that they considered 
leaving 8ated during 'their first year. 
But when you have a number of ma- 
)or changes occurring at the same 
time." he explains. "It’e difficult to 
determine whether ‘ you’re uneasy 
because of the Job. language or court-. . 
try. It takes a lot of time anti energy 
to determine what Is actually affec- 
ting you. 

"But I have to admit that in a com- 
munity tha itze of Sated I have to 
continually find, new challenges and 
ways of changing my Job description 
or else i will foal that I'm stagnating. 
But right now. If you ask about my Job 
aatiafaotlon, I would answer ‘eight’ or 
'nine' ion a apsis of one to ten. 

. "Our first weir In Israel was Just 
about the most spiritually unrewar- 
ding year than wb,have aver had, even 
. though we ware In Safad. supposedly 
the spiritual canter of the country out- 
side of Jerusalem.” 

"Then Rabbi Hackelmatt game to 
ua to talk ajbout establishing Kehillat 
Shalva a new congregation of tha 
Movement of M'gpreti Judaism and 


we ware very Interested, alihoufi 
disappointed over the women’s 1* 
in the service. It turned out that I vm 
the only adult male with eynagogs 
skills, so I’ve continued to be bail 
ta/illa and baal kriya. 

“The congregation has proven it 
be an important framework for pnpi 
who have moved to Sated, although 
we’ve been less successful in fit 
tegrating native Israelii or vatikm 
(old-timers). 

”1 know how to read tha Torah" 
Injects Malki. “and I would like n 
help Bob when he is unabli lo 
prepare the reading. But I can’t. An 
mother t understand some of tin 
logic behind this, since someone fur 
to look after the children and keep 
them quiet while the service ia going 
on." 

'Ths congregation does sane 11 s 
focai'pqint for our family, not only for 
prayers, but also for activities such 11 
a community Passover aedar and 1 
Hanukkah party: 

"However, many of our friends 
with whom we maintain social con- 
tact ere not members of the con- 
gragqpton. Sometimes this presentti 
certain conflict In our lives. 

"At the beginning, there wre * 
limited number of people in Safed. 
available for social activities 
more people came over the V*** 
end we developed new friendship*- 

Bob remembere that st first tiff 
tried to establish self-help discuNkm 
groups for new ollm, ’’but 
weren't enough of ue to make II won 
According to the recent .Western 8# 
-tter»'BultetilC30O ofim arrived W 
during the lest couple of ybere com- 
pared to 1 7 In 1 076. There are 
300 English-speaking families te* 

today- 

While there are thq opportunP 
for people to work In eerviree N* 
such ae education, social ■W° rt ’ 
medlchne and other professions, tte* ; 
le virtually no industry here.” ' . 

With regard to social Hfe, 
notes that moat of their .entertwti 
takes piece at home on Sstum 
night. 8he classifies her friendej*. 
three categories — former Wre* 
ners. mixed marriages of We*t*ri*J 
and Israelis and Israelis who M" 
■pent time living tin the State*. . 

"Joel returns to the 
■ 'why?* the couples Immigrated wj 
says "my decision to come ire 
definitely reached during <mV ^7 
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20,000 demonstrate at Trafalgar Square rally 



British Jewry's massive 'No to the PLO* on July 5 — U.K.'s biggest Zionist gathering since 1946. Lord Shinwell speaks. 


Jewish Observer Reporter 

OLD TIMERS who have been on 
the scene for longer than they cared 
to remember said that ths .July 5 
Trafalgar Square rally was the big- 
gest thing British Jewry had staged 
since July 1946. when the British 
Mandate authorities arrested and 
imprisoned the leadership of the 
Ylshuv and the Jewish Agency. Ac- 
cording lo a cautious police es- 
timate. about 20.000 people 
gathered in Trafalgar Square, in an 
impressive show of solidarity which 
exceeded the expectations of the 
Zionist Federation and the Board of 
Deputies who organised the event. 

By 3.15 in the afternoon, 
Trafalgar Square was already 
packed and people were still 
streaming in from all directions. 
You could see the banners and 
posters bobbing above the crests of 
a sea of people. Strapped to 
Nelson’s Column was a larger-than- 
life picture of Arafat headed by the 


words "Wanted for murder.” 

On the platform were Greville 
J anner MP, President of the Board 
r>f Deputies. Geoffrey flelbcrg. 
Chairman of the Zionist Federation, 
Israeli superstar Topol, Lord Soper, 
Sir Hugh Fraser MP, Peter Shore 
MP, Lord Shinwell, singer Frankie 
Vaughn, and several others. The 
speakers were enthusiastically 
received. 

There was full representation of 
British Jewry, with delegations 
coming from as far as Scotland. The 
sense of occasion was overwhelm- 
ing; it was reminiscent of an 
American Party Conference on the 
eve of a Presidential election, ex- 
cept that here it was taking place in 
the open air which diffused 
somewhat the intense partisanship 
that would have been enhanced in a 
hall. 

Among the people I caught sight 
of was a group carrying a banner 
"Jesus was a Jew. Christians love 


Israel.” On the fringe of the gather- 
ing a small group of punk rockers 
with studded leather jackets and 
painted hair looked on bemused. 
Possibly- they did not understand 
what the rally was all about; but for 
them, as for the famous pigeons of 
the place, a r$lly was a rally was a 
rally. 

Not far off, on the steps of the 
church of St. Marlin-in-the- 
Fields, a counter demonstration was 
taking place. Cordonned off by a 
line of policemen, a handful of peo- 
ple were holding aloft the PLO 
colours and some slogans in support 
of (hat organization. They looked 
nervous and woebegone, and they 
were silent. 

The security arrangements were 


movements, which luckily did not 
occur. 

Lord "Manny” Shinwell was 
without doubt the top star of the oc- 
casion. Thtf man, looking and 
sounding half his 97 years, stirred the 
audience as no other speaker did: 
they loved him and acclaimed him. 
His voice was firm and clear as he 
spell out what all Jews and friends 
of Israel fell about the PLO and the 
British Government’s present at- 
titude to the Middle East problems. 
It was a most convincing and elo- 
quent ‘NO.’ 

Sir Hugh Fraser, Conservative 
MP and a long-standing friend of 
Israel, has 3 voice that is an in- 
valuable asset to any politician in a 
public meeting. Using it to its full 


Bleak future 

Jewish Observer Reporter 
SIDNEY Shipton, General 
Secretary of the Zionist Federation, 
addressed the Young Jewish 
Leadership Institute in Manchester 
early this month on the theme of 
"The Jewish Civil Service — Its 
Future.” 

Shipton said that although the 
problem or finding lay leaders today 
for Jewish communal activities is a 
difficult one, the problem of finding 
the right Jewish professionals was 
becoming even more difficult. 

He referred to The Association of 
Executives of Jewish Communal 
Organisations Working Parly which 
he had chaired to look into the 
whole question of Jewish communal 
service. The Working Party’s report 
slated primarily that unless there 
was a career structure and in- 
terchangeability for Jewish civil ser- 
vants together with reasonable 
salary structure including pensions 
and other rights, the Jewish com- 
munal service in Britain could have 
a bleak future. 

Unless there was adequate. train- 
ing and appropriate selection os 
well as a career structure there 
would not be much hope for the 
future, Shipton said. But the fact 
that the report had been prepared 
by a group of top Jewish communal 
servants representing practically 
every major Jewish organisation in 
the country was a good auger for 
the future. 


New Israel 


impeccable. Apart from* the police effect, he jore into Lord Car- 
who kept a discreet but watchful rington’s Middle East policy, then 


distance from the scene, you could 
see the stewards recruited from 
various Jewish organizations, 
standing at strategic points looking 
around hawk-eyed for untoward 


asked rhetorically, "Do you hear, 
Lord Carrington?” Had the good 
lord been silling in his office at the 
far end of Whitehall, he probably 
would have heard. 



FOLLOW-UP TO THE RALLY 

Jewish Observer Reporter “The Trafalgar Square Rally has 


ON THE evening of the Israeli elec- 
tions, the Zionist Federation put on 
an "Election Night” In the Welx- 
mann Room at Balfour House. It 
turned out to be a night of Am and ex- 
citement as over a 100 people 
gathered to listen to the results as 
they came In by radio from Israel. 


A panel of experts, which Included 
Israeli correspondents and Dr. David 
Capita nchik, a political science don 
from Aberdeen University who bed 
prepared a comprehensive guide to the 
elections, analysed snatches oT infor- 
mation caught on the radio by a team 
of Israeli monitors. 


A NATION-wide campaign to 
provide more Information to the 
Jewish commflnity on' the real 
nature of the PLO and the dangers 
of the EEC Middle East initiative 
supported by the British Govern- 
ment will be launched to maintain 
the impact of the successful com- 
munal rally at Trafalgar Square on 
July 5. 

A campaign plan was approved 
this week by the Public Relations 
Committee of the. Zionist Federa- 
tion, which, together with the Board 
of Deputies, were the main sponsors 
of the rally. George.Garai, Informa- 
tion Director of thfe ZF, will be co- 
ordinator for the campaign. 

Commenting oh the plan, Dr. 
Abraham Marcus and Mdvyn Ben- 
jamin, joint Chairmen of the ZF 
Public Relations Committee said: 


proved that the Jewish community 
and. Israel’s Christian friends, are 
fully aware qf the great dangers in- 
herent in the British . Govern merit's 
support for the EEC Middle East in- 
itiative which wants to associate the 
PLO with the Israel-Arab peace 
process. ■ , . 

“The tremendously impres§We at- 
tendance at the Rally also., proved 
that the Jewish community is much 
more disturbed by. these events than 
the Government or even the com- 
munal leadership believed.” 

Dr. Marcus and Mr. Benjamin 
added that ihey were hoping for 
enthusiastic support for the cam-, 
palgn by all the Jewish organisations 
which had sponsored the Trafalgar 
Square Rally. Discussions on cam- 
paign details started a week aftdr 


THE REASON for Israel being un- 
fairly criticised in the West was dis- 
cussed by Donald MacRae, Profes- 
sor of Sociology at the London 
School of Economics, when he ad- 
dressed the Academic Study Group 
on Israel and the Middle East at 
their annual reception and lecture 
for members at the Royal Society of 
Arts this month. 

In his lecture, entitled “Making 
New Nations — Israel and Others,” 
Prof. MacRae said that while not all 
nations survived the tremendous ex- 
ternal and internal pressures, they 
all experienced some violence, 
decline of justice, and muddle. 
Israel, he said, was an established 
fact. Nevertheless, she was often 
singled out for disproportionate 
blame on account of faults she 
shared with every new nation. 

“There, is a great deal of dis- 
engaged, moral absolutism around in 
the world, and Israel is frequently 
its target /' Professor MacRae said. 

The session, which was chaired 
by Lord Beloff, opened with a 
report on. the Academic. Study 
Group's activities by its Executive 
Secretary, Josef Keen. .« ■ 


Sing-song 

THE CAMDEN Centre. King's 
Cross, London, was filled to 
capacity when choirs of Jewish 
schools from all over the country 
gathered for the Annual Jewish 
National Fund (JNF) Festival of 
Jewish School Choirs. 


Among, the participating choirs 
[he" event, with leaders of othor’ma- ] were four from Zionist Federation 
jor Jewish organisations. | Education Trust schools. • 
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Time for action 

THE ANTI-PLO rally which took place at Trafalgar Square on July 5 
proved that when it comes to the crunch Briliih Jews can unite 
. behind an issue and make their voices heard loud and clear. The 
message in this case was that the community opposes and rejects any 
attempt by the British Government to confer official acceptability on 
the PLO. It was a mighty "NO" to the PLO. . 

But what now? It seems that Lord Carrington's masterplan for the 
PLO's rehabilitation has gone into a state of suspended animation 
together with the EEC Middle East initiative. The results of the 
Israeli elections — if nothing else — have driven home the message 
that no Middle East settlement could be arranged over Israel's head, 
and Israel will not parly with the PLO. 

But like Sleeping Beauty, the now-dormant EEC Middle East in- 
itiative could be reawakened. During the next six months in which 
Lord Carrington will serve as Chairman or the EEC Council of 
Ministers, let us have ready at hand the strongest dose of sedative we 
can muster in case a British lord — ir not a prince — attempts to lift 
the veil of the sleeping initiative. 

The rally started a momentum which must be kept up. The cam- 
paign against the recognition of the PLO started with the rally, and 
did not end with it, and it must be kept up until the Government 
totally abandons all attempts and designs to compel Israel to accept 
with regard to the PLO what Britain would never accept with regard 
to the IRA. ' ■" 

For once it looks as though the PLO — albeit without this inten- 
tion in mind — is going to support the aims of our campaign by 
showing itself in its true terrorist colours. In an interview with the 
English-language Beirut weekly magazine Monday Morning this 
uisnih, ixaiii sl-riassan, Arafat's political adviser, and one who is 
commonly billed as "moderate" by the Western media, called for a 
war against Israel with Soviet help. “We believe that armed struggle 
sows and political struggle reaps... Now, I believe we are in another 
period of sowing," he said. 

Let us hope that his words are not lost on Lord Carrington and his 
EEC colleagues, 


Ulster and the West Bank 

By Dr. S. LEVENBERG .and historical associations. But j 

THERE IS a certain similarity many people in London are appal- j 
between the Irish controversy and led at the tragic reports from Belfast I 
the Israel-Jordan-Polestinian con- and ask “how long will this go on?” 
Hid- Many Israelis look with apprehen- 

The idea of Irish unity has sion at how a largely Jewish state is 
become an emotional issue. It has being transformed into a bi-national 
religious aspects (a struggle state with all its implications, 
between Protestants and Catholics); The people of Northern Ireland 
a social-economic problem due to — both Protestants and Catholics 
the diversity between the Irish — are confronted with the terror of 
Republic and Northern Ireland; and the IRA. Palestinians of the West 
a constitutional issue: there b a Bank, irrespective of their views, 
democratic regime in the South and are subjected to the pressure and 
control from Whitehall in the tenor of the PLO. 

Nor| h. Britain and Israel are always be- 

Northcrn Ireland has become an ing blamed for a policy of suppres- 
economic and military burden for sion and victimisation in Northern 
Britain. Despite an official policy of Ireland and the West Bank respec- 
unity with the North, in fact there lively. This does not prevent English 
.are many hesitations in Dublin due newspapers from attacking Israel 
to economic calculations, and fear over the Palestinian issue, 
of clashes with the Protestants and There are no ideal solutions for 
the IRA. Here is one similarity problems like Northern Ireland and 
between Jordan and Ireland. the West Bank. Perhaps, sensible de 

King Hussein is anxious to con- facto arrangements may be more 

irol the West Bank and keeps up realistic in the near future thhn "a 

direct and indirect links with its comprehensive settlement." 

leading figures and organizations Sometimes solutions emerge in 

through financial subsidies and history "step by step" as long as the 

other means. On the other hand, he just and practical objects are not be- 

pays lip-service to the PLO, being ing lost sight of. In the case of 

fearful of Yasser Arafat's terror- Ireland — unity; in the case of 

campaign and the reactions of Israel, the preservation of the state 

Jordan's Palestinians, who form the with secure borders and a large 

majority of the population. Jewish majority; in the case of the 

Israel's attitude to the West Bank Palestinians — a territorial entity in 

has certain similarities with Bri- the West Bank linked with Jordan 

tain's approach to Northern which should also enable a solution 

Ireland. There are security needs of the refugee problem. 
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The Israel-American equation 


By LIONEL BLOCH 
AMERICA’S policy towards Israel 
is becoming increasingly am- 
bivalent. We have the usual 
protestations of unswerving com- 
mitment to Israel's security, 
coupled with simultaneous efforts 
to placate the Arab world. Am- 
bivalence can reach a point when it 
becomes contradiction,, and that 
point is not far away. The old hands 
at the State Department — and 
some new ones — ■ are prone to re- 
mind one that diplomacy is the art 
of the possible. Had they been a lit- 
tle more candid, they might add 
thal it is also the art of making the 
impossible look plausible. 

The new Administration's 
political inconsistency is not limited 
to the Middle East. It permeates the 
entire field of international rela- 
tions: on the one hand, President 
Reagan has decided to put the 
United Nations in its place; on the 
other, he does not want the U.S. to 
isolate itself in the Security Council 
7- hence the American condemna- 
tion of the Israeli raid on Iraq's 
nuclear installation. 

On one hand, he is determined to 
stand up to Soviet expansionism, on 
the other, he is not prepared to fall 
out with his sluggish European al- 
lies, who still cling to the debris of 
dejenie, Oq one. hand he courts the 
new leaders of Peking, on the other 
he is not prepared to forgo Taiwan. 
Probably the most glaring dilemma 
arises from his desire to defend the 
Western interests in the Gulf, whilst 
at the same time, respecting Saudi 
opposition to any effective 


American involvement in the 
defence at the area. 

In other words, faced with 
awkward choices, he prevaricates In 
the best Carterian tradition. No 
wonder that Zbigniew Brzezinski 
talks about President Reagan’s 
"bad starts" whilst giving him credit 
for what he calls "recoveries," i.e. 
moves in the direction of Carter's 
old policy. What lies behind these 
departures from the Republican 
election pledges? 

As far as the Middle East is con- 
cerned, one of the answers can be 
found in the unholy ' alliance 
between the "progressive” elements 
in the former Administration (who 
were and remain obsessed with the 


House, that the Saudis really need 
sophisticated American surveil. 
lance planes (AW ACS) is an exam- 
ple of the U.S. position. The Saudis 
are incapable of manning these 
planes. Moreover, even if they 
could alert them to any menacing 
Soviet moves, there is precious little 
they could do on their own, to atop 
them. v 

The other factor is the effort of 
several West-European Govern- 
ments to persuade the new Ad. 
ministration to become more 
"even-handed" with its Middle 
Eastern policies. General Haig !i 
exceedingly anxious to close the gap 
between the__We*i— European and 
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Defence, who genuinely believes 
that the Saudi connection is vital to 
U.S. interests. This approach hap- 
pens to coincide with the views of 
that section of Big Business close to 
the Republican Administration 
which considers that exports to the 
Gulf and other Arab countries are 
more important than the security 
and survival of Israel. 

It was their clout that insured that 
no Republican with strong sym- 
pathies for Israel should receive any 
senior, key post in the New Ad- 
ministration. The bitter in-fighting 
that followed President Reagan’s 
election and the delays with so 
many appointments had much to do 
with this single issue. 

The absurd insistence of the Pen- 
tagon, fully supported by the While 


though that part of the trouble lie* 
in the division of power under the 
American Constitution. 

America is heading towards a 
serious crisis in the Gulf. When this 
crisis boils over, the U.S. will have 
to pay a very high price if they con- 
tinue to base their Middle Eastern 
policy on the illusion that 
everything might eventually wort 
out, if only they could win the 
friendship and co-operation of the 
local rulers. For the time being, 
Israel is, and remains, their most 
reliable and effective ally in the 
area. It will do U.S. interests no 
good to turn on their only true 
friend in the Middle East, for the 
sake of elusive alliances and the 
shifting sands of Arab friendship. 


UK’s second thoughts on PLO? 


By TERENCE PRITTIE 
ALMOST UP to the end of June it 
was being confidently predicted 
that a new "European initiative" 
over the Palestinian question would 
be launched when Lord Carrington 
took up his post as President of the 
European Council of Ministers on 
July 1st. But noises coming out of 
the Foreign Office have indicated 
that there have been second 
thoughts. 

There is a dawning understanding 
that the PLO, to whom Lord Car- 
rington was so ready to talk a cou- 
ple of weeks ago, has not become 
more "moderate." On the contrary, 
Arafat and his lieutenants are show- 
ing no sign at all of readiness to 
amend the National Covenant, to 
recognise Israel, or to accept UN 
Resolutions 242 and 338. Doubt has 
arisen, too, as to whether the Euro- 
peans can achieve anything con- 
crete. when so manifestly acting in- 
dependently or the United States. 
Doubts, too, about the French 
Government: Lord Carrington was 
ready to act as front runner for the 
France of Giscard d'Estaing, but 
Mitterand's crashing success at the 
polls has radically changed the 
situation. His government has 
already shown its very different ap- 
proach to Middle East problems by 
legislating against the operations in 
France of the Arab Trade Boycott 
of Israel. 

Then came the negative report of 
Christoph van der Klaauw, the 
former Dutch Foreign Minister who 
carried out his fact-finding mission 
to the Middle East on behalf of the 
European Ten. It was not surprising 
that Lord Carrington so suddenly 


switched his interest to Afghanistan. 
Doubtless he had been holding this 
unpromising "card" in reserve all 
the time, and played it to indicate 
that he was maintaining the momen- 
tum of a well-meant, but incohule 
and unchartered "European foreign 
policy." 

It may be that Lord Carrington 
has begun to recognise the mistakes 
which prompted his earlier 
enthusiasm in seeking a European 
voice which would settle all the 
problems of the Middle East. By 
now he must be aware that the 
Foreign Office formula — that set- 
tlement of the Palestinian problem 
will enable all other Middle East 
questions to be solved — is false. 
And what about that other magic 
formula — that the PLO should 
recognise Israel, and Israel should 
accept Palestinian “self- 
determination"? It has not induced 
the PLO to give one inch. 

But Lord Carrington's biggest 
mistake of all was assuming that his 
"mediation" wpuld be readily ac- 
cepted by both sides, without his 
even attempting to gain the con- 
fidence of Israel or gauge the true 
intentions of the PLO. A mediator 
can only succeed if he wins, as Kis- 
singer did, trust and respect from all 
disputants. 

What can, or should the Euro- 
peans do most inK 

portani, they should consult with 
the U.S. over reactivating and ex- 
panding the Camp' David peace 
process — even if this is a bitter blow 
to advisers like Sir Ian Gilmour who 
believe themselves diplomatically 
superior to the Americans. The 
Europeans can use normal 
diplomatic channels to discover 


whether there is the slightest dis- 
position of Arab governments lot op- 
posed to the PLO junta) to accept 
the existence of the State of Israel. 
It seems that Whitehall continually 
forgets that Egypt is the only Mid- 
dle East country which has done so. 
Normal diplomatic channels, for 
(hat mutter, can be profitably used 
for n true dialogue with Israel — the 
plum, sad fact is that the Europeans 
have been "putting Israel in 
Coventry,” avoiding worthwhile 
personul contact with Israeli 
diplomats and shiftily postponing 
visits to Israel by their Ministers. 

The Europeans should look Into 
the mutter of the increasingly 
dangerous, gargantual arms-race in 
the volatile und explosive Middle 
East. In particular, they should con- 
sider Israel’s valid_ proposal for the 
creation— nuclear-free zone 
there, a need underlined by the con- 
troversy over the Iraqi reactor. 
Such a nuclear-free zone could be 
extended into Africa and Asia. It 
could be a major contribution td the 
maintenance of world peace. 

The Europeans might, finally, 
spare a thought for President Sadat. 
Diplomatically, he has not put a 
foot wrong during recent, immense- 
ly testing months. And if all this Is* 
not enough for a man of action like 
Lord Carrington, then let serious 
•thought be givsn .to ways of 
mediating between Ethiopia and 
Somalia, between Iraq and lt*fli_ 
between Orpgn and the 'South 
Yemen (what a useful field in which 
to test Soviet intentions 1). The 
European Ten need not be idle but 
they should observe one simple 
principle: to think first, and act 
afterwards. 
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The clout of American Jewry i Friends in the House 

I Rv n ICDDV T CVUIC _ 1 l_:_ .1 


By DAVID M. JACOBS 
TO VISIT the United States as a 
Jewish communal executive from 
Great Britain is a chastening ex- 
perience. One has a great feeling of 
pnvy when confronted with the 
tremendous resources and profes- 
sionalism of the main Jewish 
organizations there. I first visited 
the U.S. as a member of the 
Anglo-Jewish Association delega- 
tion in 1980 to the 74th Annual 
Meeting of the American Jewish 
Committee in New York, and this 
yev I attended the much grander 
73th Anniversary held at the 
Washington Hilton. 

The AJC has vary considerable 
influence with the government, and 
sponsors the leading intellectual 
magazine of the U.S., Commentary, 
whose editor, Norman Podhoretz, 
addressed the Conference, as did 
his son-in-law, Elliot Abrams, a 
leading adviser to the Reagan ad- 
ministration. 

The great professionalism of the 
American organisations is a major 
factor in the tremendous political 
clout of American Jewry, This was 
brought home to me when I at- 
tended part of the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) 
Conference, which followed the 



sider's point of view, was the lobby- 
ing and political action session, 
where everybody was divided up on 
the floor of the huge meeting hall by 
the States from which they came, 
and were lectured not only by Tom 
Dine, the Executive Director, but 
by several people who had ex- 
perience from working inside both 
the Democratic and Republican 
parties. 


AJC Conference in -Washington.;. . ,»_To appreciate fully the organisa- 


AIPAC is theoretically the U.S. 
equivalent of BIPAC, but there is 
not much in common between the 
two organisations. 

Apart from its size and wealth, 
AIPAC, which unlike any of the 
other American Jewish organisa- 
tions is Washington based, is 
primarily a lobbying organisation. It 
is run by a team or professionals 
who arc both highly qualified and 
very dedicated. 

The most interesting meeting that 
was held at AIPAC, from an oul- 


tion and resources of American 
Jewry, it is necessary to visit their 
New York offices. The American 
Jewish Committee office — The In- 
stitute for Human Relations — on 
56th Street, is on six doors, and is 
run like a major government 
department, with at its centre a 
highly comprehensive library. In 
order to get some idea of its 
organisation, perhaps one might 
look at theToi'elgn 'Affairs Depart- 
ment, headed by an experienced in- 
ternational Jewish executive, who 


was appointed to this position after 
years at the AJC's European office 
in Paris. Under him as head of the 
Middle East section, is a specialist 
on Turkish affairs, -whose number 
two is a graduate in Arabic. 

The huge I concrete building 
which houses. the ADL stands on 
First Avenue, facing the United Na- 
tions building itself. This organisa- 
tion concerns itself with Jewish 
defence, and has twenty-eight of- 
fices around the country. It has a 
Middle East Desk, a Latin 
American Desk, a European AiTairs 
Desk, a Law Department and a 
Research Department, employing a 
whole team of research assistants. It i 
has a liaison officer in the Vatican, 
and a series of Franchise Offices in 
South America. 

U.S. Jewry has certain advan- 
tages over British Jewry: there are 
IS American Jews to every British 
Jew. There is the well-known power 
of the Jewish vote due to its unusual 
geographical distribution. In addi- 
tion, the U.S. is a totally multi-racial 
society, unlike Great Britain, and 
the Jews are just as American as 
anybody else. Since the Second 
World War, the community, 
although only numbering some 
three per cent of American society, 
has become culturally do min am. ' 

In literature, the' arts and 
academic life, it is the Jews who 
lead, and modern high American 
culture has become overwhelmingly 
Jewish. 

All these factors lead to a sense of 
great self-confidence, and mean 
that Jews feel that they can openly 
influence Government policy, so 
that instead of sending a delegation 
to plead with -.1 Minister, as happens 
in the 'UK, they are able to turn bn 
really effective pressure and change 
policy. 


Letters Defending the community 


Sir, — In your last issue, Abraham 
Marcus accused the Anglo-Jewish 
leadership of having the wrong 
policy on defence matters. The 
Jewish community in the United 
Kingdom, together with Jewish 
communities throughout the whole 
of Europe, is under attack from all 
sides of the extreme political 
spectrum. These extremists are aim- 
ing at the disruption of Jewish com- 
munal life and the breakdown of 
Jewish morale and support for the 
Stale of Israel. 

Anti-Semitism, whether political- 
ly motivated or used as a weapon to 
further the rejectionist Arabs in 
their efforts to dismantle the State, 
has to be grouped with the anti- 
Semitism created by th'e neo-Nazi 
groups and the revolutionary groups 
of the left. The Jewish communities 
of Europe have to cope not only 
with political extremism which 
results in anti-Semitic daubings and 
physical assaults upon members of 
(he community, but also have to 
guard against possible terrorist at- 
tacks formulated by the PLO. 

The Board of Deputies is fully 
aware of this complex situation and 
has united the comnunity in a com- 
mon and sensible policy for its own 
security. Tar from operating “a. 
deliberate policy of suppression," as 
Dr. Marcus alleged, the Board has 
co-operated with the Jewish 
Chronicle whose columns in re- 
cent months have frequently 
reported the attacks against our 
community. 

Unfortunately, what is lacking is 


the total understanding by ill- 
informed persons of the complexity 
of the alignment of forces not only 
opposed to the State of Israel, but 
who use the situation to promote 
their own political causes. The 
Board's defence mechanism has 
proved a powerful weapon in 
safeguarding the community, os can 
be seen by the lack of political suc- 
cess of right-wing extremist groups 
and the deterrent effect of our 
security precautions. Violence is not 
the way to combat anti-Semitism. 
Sensible security, in co-operation 
with the police, is the best deterrent. 
Community life will not be dis- 
rupted. It will continue as always 
and will in no way weaken our love 
and support for Israel. 

Martin Savitt 

Vice-President 
Board of Deputies 

Sir, — Abraham Marcus righly 
criticises the Jewish press in this 
country for suppressing anti-Semitic 
incidents over here. The belief that 
publicity mny induce other mindless 
hooligans to copy, is a mistake. Ad- 
mittedly the graffiti writers and van- 
dals damaging synagogues belong 10 
small groups which may have no 
great significance. But if the Jewish 
defence and community leaders 
imagine they can be complacent, 
they have forgotten their history. 

The seeds of anti-Semitism grow 
from small beginnings. Britain to- 
day is in some ways reminiscent of 
the Weimar Republic. Its psyche is 


suffering from the loss of a former 
great empire, and its position in the 
industrial and commercial fields has 
fallen alarmingly. Add to this its 
ever growing army of unemployed, 
the largest in Western Europe, and 
it follows that whilst panic is un- 
necessary, the far sighted will think 
hard upon these facts. 

In the light of such 
circumstances, British Jewry must 
be on its guard, for who knows what 
the future can bring? Jewry here 
must demonstrate unequivocally 
that anti-Semitism will not be 
tolerated no matter .from which 
quarter it comes. We must have 
plans to meet any contingency. If 
we act with courage and resolution, 
we shall have nothing ta fear. 

Yours faithfully, 
u J.L. Hendeles 

Cedars Close, London NW4. 


By D. JERRY LEWIS 
IT HAS often been said that the 
best party for Israel in Parliament is 
the Opposition. This may no longer 
be true. Due to the changing face of 
the Labour Party or the un- 
popularity of the Begin administra- 
tion, the so-called traditional sup- 
port given to Israel by the Labour 
Party, must, after recent 
pronouncements by the Shadow 
Foreign Secretary, Denis Healey, 
be very much in doubt. 

The Conservative Party 
meanwhile, carries on in its own 
sweet way, seeking to curry favours 
with the Arab world whilst 
protesting that it maintains an 
‘evenhanded' approach to the Mid- 
dle East. 

The Parliamentary device known 
as the Early Day Motion is the main 
indicator of the relative strengths of 
the 'pro' Israel and ‘pro’ Arab sides 
of the House of Commons. An Ear- 
ly Day Motion (EDM) is basically a 
resolution tabled by one or more 
MPs. 

A titanic battle developed during 
the summer months following the 
launch of the EEC initiative and by 
the end of the session the number of 
MPs welcoming the initiative and 
the involvement of the Palestinians 
amounted to 8S. Those who signed 
the all-party (notion- agninst ths 
Venice Declaration eventually 
numbered 106 MPs. Evidently many 
MPs were Lroublcd thal the EDM in 
question took a slightly anti-EEC 
line und whilst they supported 
Israel, did not want to be seen ns 
taking a critical Line on the EEC. 
Significantly, however, another 
EDM which called for the involve- 
ment of the PLO in negotiations 
collected only 46 mimes, and thus it 
can be assumed that the total 
strength of the pro-PLO lobby does 
not exceed SO. 

Each party has a 'Friends of 
Israel’ group, attached to it. The 
Conservative Friends organization 
was set up by ex-MP Michael Fidler 
from scratch and now boasts the 
largest membership of the two ma- 
jor groups, with over 135 MPs 
listed. But they, like the Labour 
Friends of Israel, run by Valerie 
Cocks, find that a number of sup- 
porters are associated with the 
group in name only, to show where 
their sympathies lie. These rarely, if 
ever, surface to make speeches, 
about Israel unless specifically call- 
ed upon iq do so. 

The LF1 now has about 120 
MPs on its books, having recently 
suffered the defection of eight 
members to the newly formed 
Social Democratic Party. Plans are 
afoot to establish a 'Friends' group 
within the $DP soon. 

The Liberal Friends recently suf- 
fered a traumatic upheaval as a 
result of ’the party leadership's 
report on the Middle East which 
was considered by many to be un- 
friendly to Israel. Liberal 
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membership is not that large and 
consists mainly of the older, more 
established types of Liberals. The 
Young Guard have shown strong 
tendencies towards the. Palestinian 
cause. 

Opposing these groups are the 
M iddle East Councils of both major 
parlies. The Conservative MEC has 
listed 34 MPs, whitst the Labour 
group boasts 31 : The fact that some 
of those listed also appear on LFl's 
list indicates that their sympathies 
are ambivalent. 

The trend amongst Parliamen- 
tarians of all political persuasions 
who have traditionally supported 
Israel, has become markedly more 
•sympathetic to the Palestinian cause 
in recent years. Many MPs will 
publicly reject recognition of the 
PLO. But in private they say that a 
solution has to be found which 
recognises the rights of the Palesti- 
nians. 

Consequently, there has been a 
passive acceptance of the Govern- 
ment's policies on the Middle East. 
All but a few of the most fervent of 
Israel's supporters have maintained 
a silence over the reported pos- 
sibility thal Lord Carrington will 
meet Arufut. 

Ministers come in dose contact 
with their Foreign Office staff, meet 
with rcDresentalives of foreian 
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countries but rarely hear the views 
of those who elected them. Letters 
channelled through MPs to the 
Government arc virtually the only 
contact they have with the grass- 
roots. Therefore the oft-heard ad- 
vice of the President of the Zionist 
Federation Lord Janner. to "write 
to your MP” is sound advice. 

Jewish Observer 

THIS WTLL be the Jewish 
Observer's last number In Its pre- 
sent form. Our year-and-t-hilf 
long association with The 
Jerusalem Post started as ait ex- 
periment aimed at assessing the 
demand for a Zionist Journal and 
the response of our readers. As 
such, it has proved a success. It is 
clear to us that there is indeed a 
growing demand for a Journal 
which would provide Zionist views 
and commentary as well as a 
vigorous forum for discussing is- 
sues related to British Zionism 
and Is-ael. 

We look forward to republishing 
our journal as a larger, entirely In- 
dependent publication sometime In 
the autumn, and we hope you will 
be with us then. 

We want to thank The Jerusalem 
Post for their help and cooperation 
in producing the Jewish Observer. 
The Jerusalem Post provides an in- 
valuable source of Information on 
Israel, essential to anybody who 
takes an active Interest li the 
country. We hope you will con- 
tinue to subscribe to The 
Jerusalem Post. THE EDITOR 
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You don’t have to be Jewish— after 
ten years on the London airwaves 


By MICHAEL FREEDLAND 
NO ONE QUITE knew whal to ex- 
pect when "You don't have to be 
Jewish" first took the air on BBC 
Radio London in May 1971. 

The Jewish community had been 
begging the BBC for a programme 
of its own for years, but the Cor- 
poration in its wisdom had always 
said "No.” Their refusal was in- 
tended as a compliment. The Jewish 
community were not considered an 
ethnic minority. 

Because the Jews appeared to be 
so well assimilated into British life 
with few of the cultural and 
language barriers experienced by, 
say. ‘Asian immigrants, the BBC 
believed that a specifically Jewish 
programme would be redundant. 

Fortunately, the newly- 
established management at Radio 
London wanted to be completely 
representative of the population of 
Britain's capital and thought that 
the Jewish community ought to be 
there, too. The Boafd of Deputies 
was brought in to advise and I was 
asked to produce and present the 
programme. 

One of my earliest decisions was 
io make sure it was a programme 
for the London Jewish com- 
munity. rather than one about them. 

I saw no point in talking about 
synagogue functions in Enfield or 
even Edg ware, or Zionist meetings in 
Ilford or Golders Green. My 
listeners, I knew, were much, much 
more interested in knowing more 
about the Jews of the United Slates, 
the Soviet Union or Holland than 
they were in hearing about those of 
London suburbs. Telling the true 
story of Israel (about its travel, its 
food, its fashions, its film industry as 
well as Us politics, its defence and 
security problems) was perhaps the 
most important responsibility of all. 

My stories had to have Jewish 
relevance and not be merely about 
Jewish people who did perfectly ac- 


ceptable things in an entirely non- 
Jewish context. You literally didn’t 
have 10 be Jewish to listen (like the 
Roman Catholic priest who was a 
devoted listener until we were 
forced to drop our Monday after- 
noon repeat. “Bring it back," he 
begged. “As you may know I have 
other things to do on a Sunday mor- 
ning.") 

Neither did you have to be J ewish 
to lake part- Two Archbishops of 
Canterbury (comparing attitudes 
with the Chief Rabbi) proved that. 
So did the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Westminster (when he addressed 
the Board of Deputies), the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Hallsham (the 
Jewish contribution to the Bench 
and the Bar), Tony Wedgwood' 
Benn (on Israel and Britain's debt 
to its immigrant communities), to 
say nothing of Sir Harold Wilson 
recalling the checkered relationship 
between Britain and Israel. 

The story has always, however, 
been a very Jewish one. In 1972, we 
expressed the horror' of Anglo- 
Jewry at the murder of the Israeli 
Olympic athletes. The following 
year, we described how the com- 
munity was standing up to be 
counted at the outbreak of the Yom 
Kippur war. 

We have broadcast live from 
Israel on a number of occasions — 
when the Peace Treaty with Egypt 
was signed; when we had a phone-in 
link with the Talmud computer at 
the Bar flan University at Ramat 
Gan. 

We have had programmes from 
Brussels, from New York, from 
Amsterdam and — mast memorable 
of all, perhaps, from Leningrad. It is 
?ll too easy to recall the sense of 
loneliness I felt boarding the plane 
for London afier that trip, knowing 
that the people with whom I had 
spent so much time and whose 
voices I had secretly recorded on 
cassette machines in their own 


homes (so that I wouldn’t risk hav- 
ing my own equipment confiscated) 
in the past few dayd were totally 
barred from going' with me. I 
boarded that plane 1 remembering 
the night before ■ — when four grown 
men had unashamedly hugged, kis- 
sed and cried with each other ih a 
snow-swept street. I was not then to 
know that, a year later, several of us 
were to meet up again — in Israel. 

Running the programme for 10 
years and through 500 editions has 
meant that it has given me a great 
opportunity to meet people. I 
remember warmly the interviews 
with opera singers Richard Tucker 
and Jan Peerce (brothers-in-law 
who hated each other, it turned 
out), Yehudi Menuhin, Larry Adler, 
songwriter Sammy Cahn, enter- 
tainers Frankie Vaughan, Topol and 
Ron Moody, “The Joys of Yiddish” 
writer Leo Rosten. 

But the personality I remember 
best was not one who appeared on 
the programme, but a lady who 
wrote to me after our Yom Kippur 
War broadcast. 

Her mother's mother had been 
born Jewish and although she 
herself had never considered that 
she was, listening to the programme 
had sparked off her latent attach- 
ment to Judaism. Could I, she 
asked, tell her how she could get to 
Israel to work? She was a State 
Registered nurse. I didn't find the 
answer too difficult. Since both her 
mother and her mother’s mother 
were haiachically inside the faith, it 
meant that she was, too. And so 
were her two daughters. The Lawof 
Return declared she would be only 
too welcome. 

“I've read your letter over and 
over again,” she replied. “It's the 
most marvellous thing that has ever 
happened to me.” Three months 
later, she was in Israel. 

It appeared that she did have to 
be Jewish. 


In the time of the night 


THE PORTAGE TO SAN 
CRISTOBAL OF A.H. By George 
Steiner, Faber Paperbacks. 126 pp. 
£2.95 

By ELON SALMON 

IMAGINE Adolf Hitler alive: old 
and decrepit but at times as sharp as 
ever. The old satanic magic still 
there; it lashes out with awful bril- 
liance now and then. A group of 
Israeli agents discover him in a 
resting and brilliant short novel. In* 
thick of the Brazilian rain forests 
(Eden, or Hell?), apprehend him, 
and begin the long hazardous trek 
to San Cristobal whence Hitler is to 
be carried to Jerusalem to be tried. 

This is briefly the story of this ar- 
resting and brilliant short novel. In- 
to this extraordinary situation George 
Sicinsr brings a host of idea*, all as 
awesome os the threatening vegeta- 
tion of the endless forest in which 
they vibrate. The moral as well os 
political implications of Hitler's 
capture assail the reader's imagina- 
tion implacably, like figures in a 
nightmare: Is it really relevant to 
bring Hitler to trial now. old and in- 
firm as he is? Would the world as it 
is now understand the full meaning 
of his evil, seeing him as he is, thirty j 
years or so after his supposed. 


death? Would his present condition 
not diminish the horror of his 
doings? And most disturbing of all, 
is not he and his racist ideology 
direct derivatives of Judaism? Hitler, 
thinks so. Grotesquely, he sees 
himself as the messenger of the 
Judaic heritage: perhaps even a Jew 
— another false me&siah. 

Lieber, the absent coordinator of 
the operation, warns the Israeli cap- 
turing party not to let Hitler speak, 
except to express his basic needs for 
he must live to be brought to trial. 
Lieber urges them to gag Hiller or 
stop their ears, for Hillcb's power is 
in language: the Word which has 
power to destroy as well as to 
create: 

“If he is allowed to speak he will 
trick you und escape. Or find easy 
death. His longue is like no other. It 
is the tongue of the basilisk, a 
hundred-forked and quick as flame. 
As it is wrilicn in iHc learned 
Nathaniel of Mainz: there shall 
come upon the earth in the time of 
the night a man surpassing elo- 
quence. All that is God's, hallowed 
be Hk name, must have its counter- 
part, its backside of evil and nega- 
tion. So it is with the Word, with the 
gift of speech that is the glory of 
man and distinguishes him from the 
silence or animal noises of 
creation," says Lieber. 
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PUTTING ITSTRAIGHT 


By Jewish Observer Reporter 
THE BRITISH Ambassador- 
designate to Israel, Patrick 
Moberly, who has arrived in Tel 
Aviv to take up his new post, had 
British Jewry's views spelt out to 
him in no uncertain terms at a lunch 
given in his honour at the Savoy 
Hotel by the Zionist Federation and 
the Joint Israel Appeal last month. 

Moberly, who has served in Israel 
before and is by all accounts 
eminently suited to represent 
Britain in Israel, becomes Am- 
bassador at a lime, when British- 
Israel relations are somewhat 
strained, due to Lord Carrington's 
Middle East policies. 

In a speech, Geoffrey Gelberg 
made the point which a few days 
later was resoundingly amplified at 
Trafalgar Square. Addressing Mr. 
Moberly, Jie said: “Let there be no 
doubt that orTfirc-question of the 


PLO, the Jews the world over are 
united in having no truck with this 
ruthless international terrorist 
organisation. Anyone who does not 
get to grips with our single-minded 
determination not to negotiate with 
people bent on our destruction, will 
never understand the problem. Nor 
is such a person entitled to par- 
ticipate in the negotiating process, 
whatever his motives. 

“We are asked to ignore the ac- 
tual facts and pretend that the PLO 
has moderate elements with whom 
we are to negotiate. This is cloud 
cuckoo land and we shall have none 
of it.’’ 

Among the guests at the luncheon 
were the Chief Rabbi, Sir Emanuel 
Jakobowitz, Yoav Biran, Minister at 
the Israeli Embassy, Ehud Lador, 
the outgoing Consul General, and 
chairmen of various other com- 
munal organisations. 
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As the party progresses through 
the jungle the captors grow weaker 
in body and less assured of their 
purpose while Hitler grows 
stronger. Meanwhile, the news of 
Hitler's capture has reached the 
world, and in a derelict station on 
the edge of civilization the media 
gathers to make a killing, to profit 
from the sensation. In the corridors 
of power of the world, government 
officials ponder over the potential 
political and legal embarrassment 
which Hitler's surfacing poses. 

Before reaching Orosso, where 
the world awaits them, the party 
gives up. They decide to hold 
Hitler's trial there and then. Hitler 
is placed on a carved wooden stool 
— a throne — made by a primitive 
Indian who also acts as the sole 
witness. It is a poignant piece of 
symbolism. And it is here that Hitler 
begins his attempt at self-vindication 
which is (he shattering conclusion 
to Steiner’s tour de force. 

George Steiner's style is often as 
dense as the forest in which the ac- 
tion of the novel lakes place. But it 
is always precise; it has the intense 
economy of poetry. The only thing 
which makes this book too heavy a 
literary diet is the pervasive feeling 
that this is not really a novel but a 
kind of dramatized philosophical es- 
say. 
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year at Hebrew University, when 1 
even telephoned my parents and said 
Tm not coming back.' But basically. I 
came out of a sense of Jewish com- 
mitment and wanting to be part of 
Jewish history. Thera was no ques- 
tion of Jewish Identification because 
If I had remained In the StateB. I 
would certainly be a committed 
.Jew." 

Judi laughs and says aha came to 
Israel because "I'm married to Joel." 
Then she continues that “i'll always 
ba an American living In Israel. I hope 
that someday we’ll be able to expose 
our children to some of the ex- 
periences that they can get in the 
S'etes and can't get here." 

"Am. i ally. | felt that I' wanted to 
return to the States to live until 
several months ago, a desire probably 
influenced by my memories^ of our 
days there as students and young 
marriads. But what I think. changed 
my attitude were recent encounters 
with nice, friendly people. I talked to 
strangers on buses, and people who 
didn't know mB want out of their way 
to be helpful. This made ms identify 
vary strongly with the Israelis." 

Bob also states that hie junior year 
in Israel, when he studied at the 
Hebrew University and the Haim 
Greenberg Institute, was the decisive 
year “when i had the feeling that i 
would be coming back. I had con- 
sidered becoming a rabbi, but 
decided to pursue adult education 
whan the possibility of living in Israel 
became more real. That doesn't mean 
there aren't a lot of rabbis living here 
successfully. 

‘We came with no expectations, 
and therefore, we weren't disappoin- 
ted with what wa found. We hBd an 
excellent Jewish Agency shatiach 
(representative) In Boston who didn't 
make the mistake of promising us 
everything." 

Malkl says that “my feelings about 
Israel were very vague untifthe year I 
spent here after completing my high 
sohool education in Winnipeg. Of 
course. I was also at the Institute and 
that's when I met Bobby, so I knew 
that I would probably wind up moving 
to Boston where he was studying. 

“My father, a Russian immigrant 
to Canada, finds it difficult to unders- 
tand why we want to live In IsraBl, 
whan we could be living in either the 
States or Canada whBre the standard 
of living la so much higher. 


"Living away from ana's family Is a 
problem that can't be resolved. That’s 
why our relationship with the Siegels 
is so unique. We’re one big family 
here. We have an Intercom between 
our two apartments, which are only a 
stone's throw apart 

"But there la definitely an advan- 
tage to having three oldar sisters and 
a twin brother living In Canada and 
the States. 1 regularly get supplied 
with hand-me-dowTi clothes and toys, 
either through the mall or whan 
visitors coma with a suitcase just for 
us." 

This, quite naturally, turned the 
subject to inflation. Malkl and Judi 
remembered that when they first 
started shopping in Safad they kept 
track of every penny they spent. 

"Now we're used to going to the 
supermarket and spending a good 
portion of our Income," continues 
Mplki, -‘‘I buy what- 1 need and 
.generally feel slightly ill whan I see 
how high the total bill Is. but the 
feeling lasts only a few moments. I 
believe you have to stop worrying 
about inflation ones It reaches a cer- 
tain IbvbI" 

Bob comments that relatives from 
the States had confided In him that 
they too found it difficult to finish the 
month financially. "Actually thera is 
less financial pressure here because 
you're so busy making aura that you 
survive that you don't worry about 
keeping up with the Cohens. Before 
Malki started working again, we 
found we had an overdraft at the 
bank every month. We took out a lot 
of loanB to remodel our apartment, 
and now realize that two salaries sro 
necessary." 

Judi adds that "you coma to a 
basic conclusion that you have to IIvb 
with an overdraft. I certainly hope 
that we reach the point someday 
whore wa can afford vacations and 
projects around the house But the 
lack of funds. couplW with generally 
insufficient shopping conditions in 
Safad, means that I have to he more 
creative add make many of my own 
things for the apartment." 

"It would have been nice to have 
had more money when we mBde 
aliyah. However, when people sat a 
goal for themselves of how much 
they will need, and the goal keeps 
climbing higher and higher, they wind 
up never coming. That didn't happen 
to usl" 
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THE PHRASE "the two Israels' 1 
was coined by Eli Eliachar to 
describe the gap between 
Ashkenazis and Scphardls in this 
country. It has since been applied 
here to the rich and the poor, the 
veterans and the new immigrants, 
kibbutzniks and city-dwellers. But 
to me it seems that the real division 
in the country is between those who 
are directly involved in one of our 
mini-wars and those who are not so 
involved. 

At the opening of the 10th Knes- 
set, which we all saw live and in 
perfect colour thanks to Israeli 
Television, President Yitzhak 
Navon said that “the hearts of all of 
us are with the communities in the 
north enduring prolonged bombard- 
ment from across the border.” 

What he said is certainly true. 
Whenever we watch television, or 
listen to the radio, or read the news- 
papers, we are consumed by anx- 
iety for our fellow-Israelis going 
down to the shelters, or suffering 
under a bombardment. 

But this identification is rather 
short-lived. Most of the. lime we got 
about doing our jobs and enjoying 
our pastimes as if we were living in a 
country completely at peace, thou- 
sands of miles away from a battle 
zone. The people of Kiryat Shmona 


TELEREVIEW 
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and Nahariya may be risking their 
lives by slaying In their homes; the 
people of Tel Aviv are risking their 
lives by flocking to beaches where 
there are no life-guards. 

This unequal burden of sacrifice 
during Israel's mini-wars, as com- 
pared to full-scale wars, is no new 
thing. In the Fifties, when I lived in 
Ashkelon and the south was sub- 
jected to constant fedayeen raids, 1 
used to be. amazed, when I visited 
Tel Aviv, to find life going on as 
comfortably- as the comparative 
poverty of the country id those days 
allowed. The fedayeen might have 
been operating on another planet. 
Tor all the Tel Avivians seemed Jo 
be bolherediby them. 

Years later, during the War of At- 
trition on the Golan Heights, I stop- 
ped a taxi in Tel Aviv's Rothschild 
Boulevard. The driver agreed to 
take me because niy destination. was- 
on his way .home. He explained that 
he was not driving as usual: he had 
picked up his taxi after serving on 
(he Heights for some weeks. “Do 
you know,” he said, “I’ve been in 


action for days and nights without 
end, and none of my friends here 
know what I'm talking about when 1 
describe the war.” 

M Business as usual” started off as 
an expression of England's deter- 
mination during World War 1 to 
maintain a si iff upper lip and not al- 
low the civilian front to crumble un- 
der pressure from the beastly 
Boche. As the war dragged on, the 
phrase acquired a sardonic twist 
and was applied to war profiteers 
and cads dedicated to having a 
wonderful lime. 

Nevertheless, it seems to me that 
in Israel “business — and pleasure 
— as usual” in times of crisis is in- 
deed a sign of strength of will. It 
may be bewildering and infuriating 
for the people in the north that 
everyone else goes on regardless, 
but it is better this way. It would be 
far worse if everyone behaved as if 
the country were in a full-scale war, 
just to prove our identification with 
Kiryat Shmona. 

THF. OPENING of the Knesset, 
despite the excellence of the colour 
to which 1 have already referred, 
was so shoddy, unimpressive and 
lacking in brilliance that I was 
reminded of my neglected cam- 

(f'ofltiiHwd on page !§) 


The singer in the House 


SOME KNESSET wags were asking 
last week whether (he title shouldn't 
be changed from Speaker to First 
Tenor, now that Menahem Savidor 
has been elected lu that prestigious 
parliamentary post. They were also 
saying that the opening session of 
the Tenth Knesset could have 
started on a high note, had the 
musical speaker broken into song 
during his acceptance speech on 
Tuesday. Afier all, hadn't Savidor 
and his wife Raya, the W1ZO infor- 
mation head, added a touch of class 
to the wind-up party for the Ninth 
Knesset with their memorable duet 
of Russian songs? 

Savidor told radio reporters that 
he didn't want to see the Knesset 
“wasting its time on frivolous dis- 
cussions,” and demonstrated that 
he's from 1 the 'right wing -of the 
Liberal Party by quoting liberally 
from ultra-rightist poet Uri Zd 
Greenberg in his opening address. 

ON THE FEMINIST front, the 
opening of the Khessef started off 
on something of a sour note, with 
MK's Shulamlt Alont (CRM- 
Alignment) and Nan Arad (Labour) 
complaining that invitations to 
President Yitzhak Navon’s recep- 
tion fqr MKa'at Beit Hanassl in- 
cluded the Spouses of male 
parliamentarians, but not the hus- 
bands of their female colleagues. 

MEANWHILE Herat's Ronnie 
Milo continues to urge the purge of 
' non-Likud supporters from the civil 
. service and the electronic media. At 
. a Likud victory meeting in Netanya, 
Milo -declared; ‘Til persist in my 
fight to replace people given jobs 
because they belonged to Mapai 
with those more suited to the job. If 
wc arc not sufficiently tough to 
stand up to TV, the press and the 
Histadrut, we won’t win the battle... . 
The public is cleverer and wiser 
than Israel TV and the press.” This 
brought Mapam MK Victor She oh 
tov to announce a private member’s 
bill aimed at protecting the freedom 
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Shulamlt ^loni. (Han Brunner) 

of the press from government in- 
terference. • 

i 1 

A RESOUNDING silence . is cur- 
rently emanating from Ceasarea, 
where ous most noted case of 
political hsra-kjri sits like a caged 
lion, declining to speak about the 
prospect of his arch-rival nArik 
Sharon inheriting the defence 
ministry he. so impetuously vacated. 
Eier Wcbnun only mutters about 
being in exile as a self-imposed 
penance, j:' 

Political wags say that his 
erstwhile adviser, DabaPs ERenr 
Zonbln,. should have a scries of 
trophies on his posh office ,waHs of 
politicians who lost out through 
listening to him — ' 'Weizman, Moake 
Dayan, Zalman Shovel, Y4**V Av* 
vib and Shi moo Peres, whom he 
pressed to accept Yitzhak RaMp as 
fils No. 2 instead of Haim B^r-Lev. 

Meanwhile sundry publishers in 
diverse countries, like Mo'ariv in 
Israel and Fritz Maiden, in Vienna, 
are having second thoughts about 


whal promised to become an in- 
dustry of Peres biographies when 
the going seemed to be so good for 
the Labour candidate. 

PERES and his fellow Labour 
leaders have run into a storm over 
their decision to make Shulamlt 
Aloni part of the Labour- Mapam 
Alignment. Most vociferous of the 
Labourites was Rabbi Menahem 
Hacohen MK of the Haoved Hadati 
faction, who charged that Aloni's 
anti-religious attitudes would 
frighten off thousands of 
traditionally-minded voters he had 
weaned away from the NRP. At last 
week's leadership bureau meeting, 
Hacohen waxed angry: “Where are 
your principles? Where is your con- 
sistency? Before the elections you 
attacked the religious parties, but 
on July I you were on your bended 
knees to Agudat Yisrael. Haim 
Zadak suddenly discovered that his 
father had been a Beiz hassid. Halm 
Bar-Lev owned up to his father hav- 
ing been a Gur hassid, while Shimon 
Peres claimed his grandfather had 
been a rabbi... Your hunger for 
power makes you forget what you 
stand for.” 

IN CAIRO they are criticizing 
Israel's air raids into Lebanon, but 
in Tel Aviv normalization seems to 
be in full force. Scores of Israelis at- 
tended last week’s Egyptian Revolu- 
tion Day reception at the Tel Aviv 
Hilton, on the 29th anniversary of 
the July 23 Nasoer-Nagulb takeover. 

MAYOR Shlomo (Chick) Lahmt 
claims to have no money for 
lifeguards but a city control report 
last week revealed that he spent 
IS30.000 of city money on sending 
bouquets of flowers to “public per- 
sonalities” during the year. The IPO 
open-air Y^rkon Park concert held 
for the benefit of 200,000 residents 
of Ramat Hasharon, Kfar 
Shmaryahu, Herzltya Pituach, 
Ramat Gan, and some Tel Avivians 
cost IS3 million, according to 
Mayor Chich's own admission. 


Published weekly! July 26>August 1, 1981 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 



"WE ARE in the ninth day of the 
Pulesiiniun-Israeli War,” the 
chairmun of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization, Yasser Arafat, 
informed foreign newsmen at his 
command headquarters in Beirut 
one day last week. 

Since July 10. the PLO had been 
facing the most devastating Israeli 
offensive uguinst its bases in southern 
Lebanon since the 1978 Litani Cam- 
paign — an offensive which set as its 
prime goal the disruption and 
destruction of the military in- 
frastructure the PLO had carefully 
built up in the region over the past 
few yeurs. 

When he made the statement, 
Arafat could barely conceal his 
satisfaction at the fact Lhat to end 
this "war." Israel was coming under 
increasing pressure to accept a 
cease-fire with the PLO. 

Even if arrived at indirectly, 
through some third party, a 
negotiated cease-lire between Israel 
and the PLO would represent a ma- 
jor milestone in the PLO's quest for 
legitimacy, illustrating dramatically 
its metamorphosis in recent years 
from a motley collection of terrorist 
groups to a military force with many 
of the attributes of a regular army. 

Deployed in southern Lebanon in 
semi-regular formations of up to 
brigade strength, and armed with 
heavy weapons such as tanks, artil- 
lery and anti-aircraft missiles, the 
various groups making up the PLO 
had become, to all intents and pur- 
poses, the nucleus of a future 
Palestinian Army that would come 
into being if and when an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state finally 
emerged. 

Of more immediate relevance 
was the fact that, in acquiring 
more and more of the attributes 
of a regular army, the PLO had 
greatly improved its capacity to de- 
fend its bases in southern Lebanon 
— at least against any land-borne 
attack, whether by the Lebanese 
Christians or even by Israel. 

Furthermore, its newly acquired 
weaponry — particularly its 130 
mm. long-range artillery pieces and 
BM-21 multi-barrelled kalyusha 
rocket launchers — vastly enhanced 
its ability to strike from inside 
Lebanon al targets quite deep in 
northern Israel. 

THE PLO was established, largely 
at the initiative of Egypt, following 
the first Arab summit in January 
1964, 

Based in Gaza, the PLO's main 
political aim was to give expression 
to the collective political identity or 
the Palestinians, raising their status 
from refugees to victims of an in- 
justice engaged in a legitimate 
struggle for national independence. 

Us main military aim was to ac- 
tivate the Palestinians in a future 
"war of liberation" alongside the 
other Arab armies, as part of the 
overall Arab strategy against Israel. 
To this end, the Palestinian Libera- 
tion Army (PLA) was established 
later in 1964 as the military arm of 
the PLO. 

Although theoretically under the 
command of the PLO Executive, 
the various units making up the 
PLA were subject to the effective 
control of the Arab states hosting 
them. 

In January 1965, a new element 
emerged in a the form of Yassar 
Arafat’s Fatah organization. Fatah 
was originally opposed to the 
gradualist — mainly politically 
oriented — approach of the PLO 
under its first chairman, Ahmad 
Shukeiry. Dismissing the PLO as 
the creation of the conservative 
Arab states, Fatah held out for im- 
mediate military action. 
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Arafat’s army 

'In terms of deployment and armament, the PLO today is a far 
cry from the loose collection of small, lightly armed terrorist groups 
it was a few years ago/ writes The Jerusalem Post's 
Middle East Affairs Reporter DAVID BERNSTEIN. 


The Fatah position appeared to 
be vindicated by the Six Day War,, 
which left it and the other terrorist 
groups that had emerged in the mid- 
1960s as the only forces to carry on 
the struggle against Israel following 
the ignominious defeat of the Arab 
armies. 

AS A RESULT, the PLO was forced 
to integrate representatives of the 
terrorist groups into its own institu- 
tions. And it was not long before 
Fatah, the largest of these groups, 
seized control of the organization, 
with Arafat replacing Shukeiry as 
chairman. 

Fatah has since held most of the 
key positions in the PLO, which to- 
day serves as the umbrella organiza- 
tion for eight separate groups with 
widely divergent political 
philosophies and tactical priorities, 
held together by a common com- 
mitment to a single aim — the an- 
nihilation of Israel and its replace- 
ment by a secular democratic 
Palestine. 

While the different groups have 
retained their autonomy with regard 
to terrorist operations against 
targets in Israel and Jewish targets 
abroad, Arafat and his Fatah effec- 
tively control the PLO’s overall 
political and military strategy. 

TODAY, it is Arafat’s brand of 
political pragmatism — a will- 
ingness to use diplomatic as well as 
military means to achieve a political 
end — that dominates the PLO, 
despite the objections of the small- 
er, more doctrinaire “rejection isl" 
groups which oppose any 
diplomatic “deal" with Israel. 

Ever since the terrorist groups 
based themselves in Lebanon fol- 
lowing their showdown with King 
Hussein in Jordan in September 
1970, they have attempted to 
organize themselves Into regular 
military formations — squads, pla- 
toons, companies, battalions and 
even brigades. 

This trend gathered momentum 


after the 1978 Litani Operation. 

Prior to the latest Israeli attacks, 
Fatah had 5,000-6,000 men 
deployed in four brigades in 
Lebanon — the Yarmuk Brigade 
(originally part or the PLA), the 
Karameh Brigade, the Kastel 
Brigade and the Junuden Brigade. 

These were in addition to its ir- 
regular formations, which included 
another couple of thousand men 
organized into local militias in the 
refugee camps and Palestinian- 
controlled villages in southern 
Lebanon, as well as the terror 
squads recruited, trained and 
operated by the so-called "Con- 
quered Territory Bureau" for 
strikes against targets in Israel, the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Also under Fatah command in 
south Lebanon was the Ein Jalul 
Brigade of the PLA, originally 
based in Egypt but transferred Final- 
ly to Lebanon in 1979, when it was 
equipped with T-34 tanks (ap- 
parently acquired from Hungary) 
and deployed in the Damour-Sidon 
area. 

Two other PLA brigades — the 
Hittin Brigade and the Kadesiyya 
Brigade — were also transferred to 
Lebanon, in the mid-1970s, and 
took part in the; Lebanese Civil 
War. 

Both are under direct Syrian con- 
trol and include artillery and anti- 
aircraft as well as regular Infantry 
battalions. They were also equipped 
with T-34 (and perhaps T-54) tanks 
recently, and observers believe the 
Syrians may be beefing them , up to 
play an active role in the presently 
all-Syrian "Arab Deterrent Force” 
in Lebanon, perhaps relieving 
Syrian troops in the coastal sector. 
Their combined strength is 1,700- 
2,000 men. 

OF THE OTHER terrorist groups, 
the Syrian -cont rolled Saika was 
deployed in three brigades, totalling 
1,500-2,000 men; Nayef 
Howatmeh’s Popular Democratic 


Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine had about 1,000-1,500 men 
in regular battalions; George 
H abash '•s-~Efl pu I a r Front for the 
Liberation or Palestine (PI-LP), 
along with the Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF), Arab Liberation Front 
(ALF) and Popular Struggle Front 
(PSF) had a total of 1,500-2,000 men 
in semi-regular formations of pla- 
toon to HBItalian strength; Ahmad 
Jibril’s Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine — General 
Command (PFLP-OC) had about 
500 men, deployed in companies. 

As these larger formations began 
to emerge, the PLO had to train a 
suitable officer corps. Up to 
platoon-commander level, the PLO 
provides its own training at bases in 
Lebanon and Syria. Company, bat- 
talion and brigade commanders are 
sent for training mainly to Eastern 
Europe, and sometimes to one of 
the Arab countries and even to 
Pakistan. 

Specialized training in sabotage, 
communications, etc., is usually 
received in Eastern Europe. 

Apart from the regular infantry, 
formations and their ancillary ar- 
moured, anti-tank, anti-aircraft and 
artillery support units, the PLO also 
has at its disposal rudimentary naval 
and aerial arms. 

The PLO’s “Force 14," for exam- 
ple, could provide the kernel of a 
future air force. There are even 
reports that the PLO has its own 
Soviet-made MiGs based in 
various Arab countries. Palestinian 
pilots are known to have been 
receiving training in Libya, Syria 
and Pakistan. 

Ahmad Jibril’s PFLP-GC, which 
is generally known for its high 
technical standards and innovative 
tactics, is reportedly training its 
pilots in Libya with a view to carry- 
ing out kamikaze-type missions 
against Israel. 

A splinter group which broke 
away from Jibril in 1977, Abu Ab- 
bas s Palestine Liberation Front 


(PLF), has also placed considerable 
emphasis on developing an aerial 
j arm. It has been given the use of g n 
W " air base in Syria, near Homs, where 

f, .1 ' s braining Us men in the use of 

if ^ hot-air balloons and powered hana- 
gliders. The PLF has already made 
gfijr; ’ a number of abortive attempts to 
launch airborne raids against targets 
in Israel. 

Perhaps the most dramatic ad- 
vancc, especially in recent months, 
has been in arms acquisition. The 
PLO docs have the beginnings of an 
arms industry of its own Id 
L ebanon, but the vast bulk of its ar- 
JjSSHpC' moments is or East European origin, 

■ usually acquired through either 
r $ Syria or Libya. 

‘ v* In addition to its newly acquired 
r ■' W't&S long-range artillery pieces and BM- 
tt- 21 katyu^os^-^»--PtO has con- 

* sideriimyimproved its air defence!, 

. V wi th shoulder-fired Sam-7 anti- 
L atrcraft missiles ajid a range of ami- 

jr& aircraft machineguns and cannonin 

W+- service with the various groups. In 

recent months, the more 
K\l,- sophisticated SAM-9 - missile has 

- . made its appearance, usually 
. operated by Libyans and under joint 

* Libyan-PLO command. These have 

a range of some 14 kms, con- 
_ siderably more than anything else 

t the terrorists previously had allheir 

W disposal. 

r All of the groups have anti-tank 

weapons of one type or another, 
x These include shoulder-fired RPG- 

3 Tar 7s, jeep-mounted recoillcss rifles, 57 

, - rnime and 85 mm anti-tank cannon (these 
yruupb arc b as i ca (|y field artillery pieces, 

, but can also be used against ar- 

s mour), and the wire-guided Sagger 

anti-tank missile which wrought 
such havoc against Israeli armour in 
be rat ion of the first days of the Yom Kippur 
000-1,500 men War. 
jns; George 

[ront for the IN TERMS of deployment and ar- 

itme (PI LP), ma me n L, then, the PLO today is a 

inc Liberation far cry from the loose collection of 
Deration Front small, lightly armed terrorist groups 
itruggle Front it was u few years ago. 

500-2,000 men Just as it has inode considerable 
ations of pla- advances on the political and 
mglh; Ahmad diplomatic fronts, building up the 
■ont for the various institutions of a state-on- 
— General the-wuy and winning international 
-) had about support for its aspirations, the PLO 
i companies. hus made a parallel advance on the 
nations began military front, 
had to train a While continuing to carry cutter- 
arps. Up to rorist operations against Israeli 
level, the PLO targets, the Futuh-led PLO 
nng at bases in mainstream appears to have been 
Company, bat- plueing increasing emphasis on 
mmanders are building up the organization’s 

nly to Eastern military infrastructure in southern 
nes to one of Lcbunon — both to enhance its 
and even to capacity to defend its bases in 
Lebanon for future operations 
g in sabotage, against Isrucl, and to. develop the 

is usually kernel of a future Palestinian Army- 

Europe. According to military analy*' 1 

igular infantry hejAahe^LO’rdeefTinvnlvemein 

r ancillary ar- jn the fighting in Lebanon and 
ui-aircraft and its growing experience in the 
i, the PLO also deployment of larger formations 
imentary naval with artillery and armoured sup- 
port, have undoubtedly helped w 
14," for exam- raise fighting standards quite con- 
lie kernel of a siderably. 
iere are even It has become a more dangerouj 

0 has its own foe, not only because it is capable (u 
3s based in putting up belter resistance than in 

ies, Palestinian the past to any land-borne atteiripl. 
to have been to dislodge it from southern 

1 Libya, Syria Lebanon, but because it has be e ° 

able to use its newly acquired 
LP-GC, which weapons — especially its long-range 
for its high artillery to attack civilian target* 
and innovative in Israel without evert crossing the 
ly training its border. 

i view to carry- Israel’s aim, especially in the pan 
type missions two weeks, has clearly been ‘ 
reduce this threat by disrupting W 
which broke PLO’s military infrastructure aw 
1977, Abu Ab- destroying as much as possible or» 
eration Front heavy weaponry. 
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“POOR LOVA, see what he’s come 
tol” 

That is how two veteran Labour 
Party stalwarts in Or Akiva, who 
knew Arie “Lova" Eliav from the 
time he was a Mapai and then 
Labour kingpin from the middle 
1960s through the early '70s, noted 
his arrival in the town nearly a year 
ago to work there as a teacher. 

A year earlier, Lova had retired 
from the Knesset and taken up a fel- 
lowship and guest lectureship at 
Harvard University’s School of 
Government. Now he had come to 
that development town adjoining 
Caesarea to teach Hebrew in the 
special adult-education programme 
kqown as “Tehilla." His pupils in 
the town, whose denizens are main- 
ly veteran ollm from Morocco and 
their fmnilies, were to be recent 
newcomers from' the Caucasus 
region — housewives in the morn- 
ings and workingmen in the late 
afternoons and evemrigsl 

At first, the locals were 
suspicious, thinking he had come- 
“to lake over” — in the local coun- 
cil or labour council. Then they felt 
sorry for him: he had been “kicked 
out” of Labour, whose secretary- 
general he had been, after moving 
far to the left of the parly on both 
domestic and foreign issues; and he 
no longer even represented in the 
Knesset the Sheli party he had 
helped to found. (He had resigned 
his Knesset seat to honour an inter- 
nal Sheli rotation agreement.) 

Before too long, however, Lova 
became a natural and accepted 
feature or the Or Akiva human 
landscape. He considers a major 
factor in this to be the fact that, un- 
like very many teachers in such 
localities, he lived in Or Akiva all 
week. He went home to Tel Aviv 
only for weekends. 

Now the Or Akivans would like 
him to become a more permanent 
part of their scene. “When I came, I 
undertook to stay a year," says 
Lova. "They know and accept this 
fact. But l intend to do this work for 
at least another year, and 1 just may 
go back to Or Akiva. However, I’m 
also considering going further away, 
perhaps to the Galilee.” 


Light in 
Or Akiva 


'An improvement in human relations' is the 
only real remedy for ethnic divisions, says 
Arie (Lova) Eliav, the former Labour Party 
secretary-general and Sheli MK, who has just 
spent a year in a development town. He talks 
with The Jerusalem Post's MOSHE KOHN. 





ft 4’. 


bom there when the place was still 
the Caesarea ma'abara, or transit 
camp for newcomers, and who 
serves as a naval commando. Lova 
reports that the man. whose voice 
and face showed the pain he felt, 
then rattled off a long list of fellow 
Or Akiva chah-chahim serving in 
all kinds of fighting units and in 
capacities fur removed from 
guarding gates. 


ON JUNE 30. 8,250 ballots were 
cast in Or Akiva. 

Prime Minister Mcnahem Begin’s 
Likud got 4,800 votes, or 58.18 per 
cent of the total. The Alignment got 
1,614, or 19.56 per cent. 

In considering these figures, it 
should be borne in mind that Or 
Akiva is as proletarian as they come 
in this country, and, as Eliav 
describes it, a “classic example" of 
a town of Oriental Jews or edot 
hamizrah. 

The nature of Begin’s victory in 
Or Akiva is underscored by the fact 
that th e declared ethnic edot 
HUWzrah list of Aharon Abuhdtzeira 1 
and Aharon Uzan, the former 
Moroccan and the latter of Tunisian 
origin, got only 168 ballots. 

Eliav was in Or Akiva* throughout 
the election period, and saw the 
local reactions to the remarks of 
former chief-of-staff Mordechai' 
Gur and entertainer Dudu Topaz, 
made al Alignment rallies, which of- 
fended the Orientals. (Gur told 
some. Oriental pro-Likud hecklers 
that “We’ll screw you on election' 
day the way we screwed the Arabs 
in the Six Day War.” Topaz, also 
responding to hecklers, spoke of 
“the chah-chahim" t-' a mocking 
reference to Jews of North African 
origin in the first instance, and, by 
extension, to all Oriental Jews — as 
not being fit for anything but guard 
duty in the army.) 

“I’m just a gatekeeper?” asked a 
30-year-old Or Aklvan, who was 


THESE INCIDENTS might have 
passed as unfortunate epi- 
sodes and been forgotten. Lova 
believes, if they had not been mere- 
ly the latest in a long series of 
similar cases involving Labour per- 
sonalities. As such, they promptly 
evoked the memory of earlier state- 
ments, including Gur's remarks 
three years ago about the under- 
representation of edot hamizrah 
soldiers in command positions and 
complicated technological jobs, and 
the late Golda Meir’s comment 
about a group of Black Panther 
representatives whom she received 
while she was prime minister: 
"They’re not nehmadim (nice 
boys). 

The Topaz-Gur incidents stressed 
the width of the gap — “Objective 
or subjective, it doesn't matter," 
says Lova, adding: “in fact, the sub- 
jective feeling is even more impor- 
tant* 1 between people like those 
of Or Akiva and the Labour 
leadership. The edot hamizrah have 
come increasingly to see themselves 
as “the screwed" part of the popula- 
tion. Begin used his more than three 
decades in "the political wilderness 
to develop. an image as the cham- 
pion arid symbol of “the screwed” 
— an image he managed to' keep in 
his first forir yean ‘in ptiwer: ; 


Israeli life. 

"Objective conditions can be 
deull with,” Lova emphasizes. More 
and better housing can be built, 
more and belter schoolrooms and 
.teachers can he provided. "Bui 
there is no remedy for the subjec- 
tive situation except an improve- 
ment in human relations. And this 
cannot he done by quadrennial pre- 
election sloganeering or con- 
descending pre-election tours of 
marketplaces and development 
towns. 

"If Labour's leaders wish to lead 
the workers again, they will just 
have to go back to simpler, less os- 
tentatious life-styles, and to plainer 
talk. They don’t have to start going 
about barefoot or living in hovels, 
but they have to spend much more 
time among the grass roots. It would 
be tremendous \f more of them 
would go to work in the poorer 
neighbourhoods as teachers' assis- 
tants, or to help the labour council 
secretaries. Without personal in- 
volvement of this sort, there will be 
no bridging the gap. If they want to 
survive politically, they will have to 
do this.” 


ARIE ELI AV’S life among the grass 
roots of the Israeli nation goes back 
to his days as an organizer of camps 
for survivors in post -World War II 
Europe and of “illegal” aliya to 
Eretz Yisrael; in 1955-1957, he 
directed the inter-disciplinary team 
that established the Lachish 
development region; in '1 960- 1962, 
he did the same in Arad. 

Now, with the cooperation of 
friends, professional planners, he 
has drawn up a “conceptual plan” 
for the fature city — if his idea is 
’acted upon — of Or Akiva- 


10 seats, and Mapam, then still on 
its own, 8). 

The outcome of this year’s elec- 
tions, and to a certain extent the 
way the Alignment conducted its 
campaign, Eliav says, “prove the 
gravity of the problem” of the gap 
between what is referred to as “the 
two Israels." 

Today’s young generation of edot 
hamizrah. he observes, feel that the 
way their parents and grandparents 
were put into ma'abarot and then 
into unplanned development towns, 
mainly in uninhabited areas and 
along the borders, was all a vicious 
Ashkenazi plot. 

“Of course it wasn’t that,” says 
Lova. 

In those early years of the state, 
the years of mass aliya from the 
Islamic countries as well as from the 
European displaccd-persons’ 
camps, Lova continued his grass- 
roots involvement. 

After . helping to set up the new- 
born state’s navy, he worked, in 
1949-1953, as assistant to Levi 
Eshkol, who was agriculture 
minister and then Finance minister, 
at the same time serving as head of 
the Jewish Agency’s Settlement 
Department and then Treasury. As 
such, Lova wus right at the centre of 
. t.hp aetjyiiy connected with settling 
the approximately 600,1300 new- 
c comers : who doubled the country’s 
& Jewish population in those years. 

| Here is the way he describes it in 
g his latest book. Ohm Maleh: 
w “The truth is that we functioned 
like blind chimney-sweeps... We 
had no textbook to show us how you 
do that sort of thing on such n scale. 
Wc did what wc thought best, and 
I we did it in frantic huslc. That is 
L how the ma'ahurot. (he tin huts, the 

■ tents, the barracks, the cheap con- 

■ cretc blocks, and all those other 
i features of the ’50s lhat caused so 

much suffering came into being... 
"Thousands of olim front the 
F Orient and the Occident, without 
[ the slightest agricultural knowhow, 
were sent to agricultural moshavim 
I all over the country. By the very 
l nature of things, the planning was 

■ bud. the guidance we gave them 

r amateurish... Thoughtlessly, these 
5 new moshavim had imposed on 
, them the behaviour norms of 
: Nahalal und modern concepts of 

1 cooperative living lhat were alien to 
i the settlers. 

r “Unknowingly we shattered fami- 

- ly patterns and structures that had 
I been the- norm for centuries, es- 

- pecially among the edot hamizrah 
a newcomers... We tried to set up in- 
d legrated moshavim in which Kur- 
il dish Je\vs would live side by side 

with Polish Jews, Yemenites with 
Czechs, i Moroccans with Ruma- 
s nians. This led to inter-communal 
( lensiqns and situations in : which en- 
s tire moshavim broke up amid total 
I anarchy, and confusion.” . 
o Lateq efforts in the .Lachish 

e region, Kiryat Gat and Carmiel, 
n built after much inter-disciplinary 
h planning, were an, attempt to cor- 
1, reel those mistakes. 


pie life-style, the fact that over the 
decades his home continues to be 
that same 2K-room flat in that un- 
known little street in Tel Aviv." 

And then, in the 1960s, "our 
people" started going to prison for 
white-collar crimes. 

The newcomers from the Islamic 
lands also joined the race for 
material goods. “Everybody was 
dragged into it." But -Lova notes 
that he and his peers had and still 
have an advantage. "We went to the 
‘right’ schools, were in the Palmah, 
came from smaller families and had 
fewer children/’ 

The 1977 election which brought 
the Likud lo power gave Labour an 
opportunity to rebuild itself and to 
restore its image as the champion of 
the have-nots. But it failed to use 
the opportunity. Instead of going to 
work in the disadvantaged 
neighbourhoods and the outlying 
towns, "it just sat there and waited 
for some international conjuncture, 
or for some mistake by Begin, that 
would cause the power to drop right 
buck into their hands like a ripe 
fruit." 


“The subjective feeling of being 'Caesarea. 

'screwed* cannot be uprootedi es- In 1965, the year Mapai and 

, .. .A... ’ . . . il.J , ll.l I _ t* I lL_ A I! 


pecially if ,jt is supported by certain 
objective conditions,” Eliav says. 
And the objective fact is that, 
whatever 'the cause, most of the 
cdtifltry'ij ci’imirjals and un- 
derprivileged ’are edot hamizrah 
(Lova prefers the term “Jews from 
Islamic lands”) — people who, on 
; th'£ ttfljer hand, are grossly under- 
represented in so many facets of 


Ahdul Ha’avoda formed the Align- 
ment while David Ben-Gurion, 
Moshe Dayan and Shimon Peres led 
the Rafi breakaway, Eliav headed 
the mother party’s organization 
department and conducted its elec- 
tion campaign, winning It an 
impressive — in the face of the RaFi 
breakaway — 37.38 per cent of the 
vote and 45 Knesset seats (Raff won 


MEANWHILE, in the later 1950 b 
and the 1960s, Labour leaders 
started 1 drifting or allowing 
themselvcS to be dragged ihtd an os- 
tentations way of Hfo and the race 
for “more." And “our leadership 
started changing apart merits the 
way people change shirts/* says 
Lova, who has lived in the same 
apartment building ahndst since he 
was brought here from- his Viative 
Moscow nearly six decades ^go, in 
Rehov Karl Matter' iri the 
neighbourhood still referred' to as 
“Little Old Tel Aviv ' >' l! 

“One thing nobody can take away 
from Begin,” says Lova; '‘is his sim- 


WHAT LOVA SAYS ahoul Labour 
in general applies also to the kib- 
butz movement. 

“Already in (ho 1950s the kihbut- 
zini started appearing as an embodi- 
ment of havc-ism. This is all the 
more true of the past decudc," he 
says. 

“Here is a bitterly ironic scene: 
on one side of Or Akiva are the vil- 
lus and lush, well-tended lawns of 
Caesarea, and on the other side are 
the dent ihikunim and lush, well- 
tended lawns of Kibbutz Sdm Yam 
Caesarea and Sdol Yam are one and 
the same thing to the people of Or 
Akiva who feel "screwed." It 
doesn’t help to explain to them that 
Sdol Yam was once all sand, and 
that its settlers poured plenty ol 
sweat and even blood into building 
the place up and holding it against 
the British.” 

Sdol Yarn has a tile factors, 
which employs 1 00 Or Akivans 
Another 700 work at the local 
Carmel Carpets factory (which 
belongs to Avraham Shapira, 
number one on Agudal Y Israel’s 
Knesset listt. To Or Akivans, “there 
is no difference between the two 
factories. However, Carmel Carpets 
has something in its favour: Shapira 
makes no pretence about Socialist 
egalitarianism and aJI that.” 

Like the residents of Or Akiva, 
(hose of many other development 
towns situated next to clusters of 
kibbutzim, people who work for 
those kibbutzim or their enterprises 
voted massively for the Likud. 

“It simply isn’t enough," Lova 
says impassionediy, "for the kibbut- 
zim to send nice, blue-eyed kibbutz- 
niks once every four years, at elec- 
tion time, to the development towns 
to persuade them. The purpose of 
the kibbutz movement was not to 
create another landed gentry. If 
■they want to help change the situa- 
tion, they must forsake the ex- 
clusivity and elitism which have 
become rife and return to genuine, 
year-round sharing with the people 
of the development towns and 
genuine, continuous involvement in 
their concerns. -They, must regard 
this as a challenge involving their 
very survival," . 


LOVA AND I barely touched on 
specific political issues during our 
2V4-hour conversation. Apropos of 
something else, however, he said: 
“I’ve been getting overtures from 
my friends in Labour to ‘come 
home.* My answer lo them is that 
when Labour comes back home to 
its own values, Til be there.” □ 
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INNOVATION — a month I v review of lincl 
RAD One jear S22. A G. PUBLICATIONS 
LTD.. P O.B 8100. 91 080 Jerusalem. 


REALTY 


*BEL REALTY, flats, shops, offices, 6 King 
George Street. Jerusalem. 


DWELLINGS 


JEWISH QUARTER centrally locited, 
special architecture ♦ telephone. Contact 
Mordohovich, |9 Shlom/ian lUmaJkah, 34406 
Haifa. Tel. 04-^4 IU65. 

JERUSALEM. TALB1EK. Ideal location 
near King David Hotel. 4 bedroom fully fur- 
nished for annual rental. S 600/ month. 10 
J abon nkk|. Apartment 2. Israel: 02-662J54. 
US (212) 757-1662. 

BEIT HAKERbM. RENT, year. Available 
October, furnished. 3 bedrooms. Itt baths, 
phone, heating, private garden, minutes walk 
from University, shopping, transportation. 
Prestige neighbourhood. Call USA (SIB) Jgl- 
1404. 

HOLIDAYS — Sabbaticals, fully furnished 
opart me nil and villus, choice locations. Plaut, 
15 Movevci Zion. Jemsalem. Tel. 02-667883. 

BEIT HAKEREM. Tor rent. S60D, 3 
bedrooms, fully furnished, telephone, central 
heating, from October, minimum one year. 
Yoitunh. P.O.B 602. 91006 Jerusalem Tel. 01- 
536*50 

RAM AT E5HKOL. 3 bedroom furnished 
apartment. 2 bathrooms, telephone, air con- 
ditioner. centra] heating, washing machine, 
available Sc pi ember I. 1981. Long or short 
term, call USA 1212) 254-8601 or write PO.B. 
19882. Jerusalem. Israel. 

PRIME LOCATION SPACIOUS 3 
bedrooms, furnished. Available September. 
USA (201) 289-8029. 


... HA}fA 

RENT. MODERN 2 bedroom apartment fully 
furnished Central. Ml. Carmel. Available 
August '81 Call (215) 635-2742. 


HER Z LIVA 

HERZLIYA PITUAH. SPLIT level villa on 
one dunam of land. 5280,000. Call USA (201) 
*86-9090 Day. (201) 224-5645 7-9 p.m. 


LESSONS 


COURSES LEADING to rabbinical ordina- 
tion. Rabbinical academy. (212) 372-3151. 


MATRIMONIAL 


PLOTS 


i nn vm i n i u uni 


WE BUY LAND, properly in Itrael. W. 
Goodman, Ksf-tet BeNovember 14a. 
Jerusalem. Tel.-. 02-661753. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


EUROPEAN JEWISH ORGANIZATION 
seeks executive director with extensive ex- 
perience in communal work. Mature per- 
sonality. management skills. Fluency in 
English and French. Paris based, considerable 
travel. Write: ECJCS. 4 bis rue de Lola, 73116 
Parii. France. 



PRETTY, divorcee. 33: 1.70 with 12-year-old 
daughter, wishes to remarry. Bauman Ceeile, 
4 Rue Ste-Cecile, Paria, France. 

MATRIMONIAL international 
AGENCY specialising in academics, 
Amcrican/Europcan tradition, unlimited per- 
sonal service, discretion assured. Mr. Chetril, 
P.O.B 7382. Jerusalem. Tel. 02-234334. 


ISRAEL RADIO 

new frequencies for the 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
BROADCASTS 

— May 3. 1981 to September fl, 
1981 

0000- °B, B GMT 

21000* 

16582V** 

11054* 

11037*/** 

1200 — 1230 GMT 
21075* 

21600* 

17012* 

16005*** 

16406* 

2000 — 2030 GMT 
21496* 

17886**** 

17045* 

16582* 

15416* 

9008* 

2230 — 2300 QMT 
21710***** ■ 

15682 •/•«**• 

16415* 

11637 •/***•* 

9815* 

0000 — '0030 QM1 
15652*/***** 

11637*/***** 

•0815* 

OIOO — 0130 GMT 
15B82*/***** 

1I637*/***** 

9816* v 

0200 — 0230 GMT 
16582*/***** 

1 1037*/***** 

9875* 

TARGET AREA 

* N AMERICA & W. EUROPE 
” AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
*** SE. ASIA. AUS.-N.Z. 

•**• AFRICA 
*•••• LATIN AMERICA 
Kol Ylarasl. External Service. 

P.O.B. 1082. Jerusalem, Israel 91810 


Harassment of Jews 
on increase in Russia 


INDUSTRIALIST, single 27, imeretted in ac- 
commodating lourist (lady/gantleotan) in ex- 
change for accommodation. Mr. litiak Leiba, 
9 Hcrzl St.. Haifa. Israel. 

WORLD COMMUNICATION for Jewish 
singles, all ages. Send your details. Shiluv 
Organization. P.O.B. 6190. Tel Aviv. 
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By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Activists in the struggle Tor Soviet 
Jewery warned Iasi week that the 
Russians have launched a new ef- 
fort to smother Jewish culture and 
identity in (he USSR, in addition to 
sharply reducing aliya. 

Officials of the Israel Public 
Council for Soviet Jewry, accom- 
panied by relatives of refusedniks, 
reported at a press conference in 
Jerusalem that there is new 
widespread harassment of Jews 
who have organized Jewish cultural 
and scientific seminars in Moscow, 
Leningrad, Kishinev and other 
cities. 

According to Yuri Stern, an 
economist who came on aliya three 
months ago, Soviet militiamen 
broke up one of the two Jewish 
kindergartens that had been 
organized in Moscow. 

Council secretary David Prilal 
said that the Soviets have begun a 
new policy of refusing to accept ap- 
plications for emigration, thus 
I creating ‘Tens of thousands’ 1 of un- 
official refusedniks who may not 
leave Russia. 

Council president Avraham 
Harman said the small number of 
I Jewish emigrants — 868 persons last 
month — is about half the figure of 
, June 1980, and one-fifth the figure 
of that month in 1979. 

Commenting on reports that the 
l Soviets aim at halting Jewish 


emigration altogether, Harman said 
the situation was “very worrisome.” 
While it is impossible to predict 
what they will do, their actions are 
foreboding, he added. 

Henrietta Friedman, whose hus- 
band Kim was recently sentenced to 
a year in prison for his Jewish ac- 
tivities, told reporters that the worst 
thing for the Prisoners of Zion was 
not knowing when they would be 
released. Even after getting out of 
jail, they are left completely in 
doubt about when or ff they can be 
reunited with family in Israel, said 
Friedman, who hasn’t seen her hus- 
band since she came on -aliya -fiva. 
years ago. 

Gregory Golarkansky, a new im- 
migrant from Kishinev, said that 
one refusednik was beaten and ar- 
rested for alleged “perversion of 
minors.” His “offence” was giving a 
young Jew a copy of a book by 
Avraham Joshua Heschel. 

Prital conceded that there is some 
tiredness among western Jews who 
have been active in the Soviet Jewry 
struggle, but that Israel must show, 
by its perseverence, that Jewry still 
cares. 

Harman asserted with emotion 
that “Israelis must be aware that not 
only in the northern border towns 
are Jews standing bravely for the 
Jewish people; they are also in 
places like Moscow, Leningrad and 
Kiev.” 


Refusednik denied sur gery 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Soviet doctors have endangered 
the life of refusednik Izolda Tufeld 
by continually delaying an opera- 
tion on a benign tumour in her 
brain. 

Despite a petition by 35 U.S. 
senators for exit visas for Izolda and 
her ailing husband Vladimir, the 
Russian authorities have refused to 
grant the exit visa the couple has 
been requesting since 1977. 

Several neurosurgeons around 
the free world have offered to 
operate on her, but the authorities 
have .also rejected her appeal to 
be permitted to travel abroad for 
surgery and return to the Soviet 
Union later. 

Izolda had hoped to recuperate 
and apply for a visa to IsraeSagain. 

According to their only son Igor, 
who lives in Jerusalem and is now 
doing his military service, Russian 
doctors agreed several times to 
operate. Each lime, however, they 
cancelled with the excuse that they 
had to attend surgical conferences 
in the Soviet Union and abroad. 

The emigration authorities in 
Moscow base their refusal to grant, 
exit visas on the fact that Vladimir 
— now bedridden after a heart at- 
tack — once worked at the Moscow 
factory of electronics and 
mechanical apparatus. However, 
the factory manager, V.V. Lapshin, 



UNEQUAL 

BURDENS 
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paign to reintroduce the monarchy 
in this country, with a king, queen, 
princes, princesses, the lot. Royalty 
would add dignity and grace to our 
unimposing democratic institutions. 

If my memory serves me correct- 
ly. 1 once thought that the need for 
u king was so desparute that I even 
volunteered to lake on the job 
myself. King Philip I has a goodly 
ring to it. Even if the canaille insist 
on having a Likudnik, just because 
they have a temporary clutch on the 
government, any king would do. 



Refusedniks Vladimir and Izolda 
Tufeld, photographed three years 
ago. 

has given him a letter saying there 
are no security reasons. for refusing 
him an exit permit. 

Izolda, 50, participated in 
seminars on Jewish culture and 
helped arrange demonstrations 
against the Soviet authorities for 
refusing to grant exit visas to 
refusedniks. Vladimir was harrassed 
at work after applying for an exit 
visa to join their son in Israel and 
was forced to resign his job. After 
suffering a heart attack and spinal 
troubles, he, loo, was told that a 
necessary operation on his back 
would have to be postponed. 


Esther HerlUz. 

I write in this way because 1 can- 
not help comparing the feeble open- 
ing of (he 10th Knesset with the 
opening of the British Parliament. 
For the British, the Queen, 
magnificently attired in robes and 
wearing her crown, drives through 
the streets to Westminster in her 
carriage, escorted by cavalry. The 
Commons wear their Sunday best. 

Judging from the telecast, the 
Opening of the Knesset was like 3 
genera] meeting Kibbutz Hameu- 
had called to m u k e some 
stupid decision calculated to wreck 
ihc Labour Alignment, or like a 
gathering of the ulumni of Rivka's 
kindergarten class of '36. I am no 
Beau Bru m me I myself, hut 1 think 
the Members of Knesset might have 
dressed a lilt Ic heller for the occa- 
sion, might at least have looked as if 
(lie) ueic .u (ending a htir initzva. 

There was one shining example of 
natty dressing. For some mysterious 
reason, Mcnahem Savidor MK 
looked as if he had been dressed by 
Jeeves. He even sported a pearl tie- 
pin. something I haven’t seen for 
years. Perhaps he hud some special 
reason for putting on such style; he 
may have suspected that he would 
i be eleeted the new speaker. 

President Navon, as usual, suid 
the right thing in the right way at the 
I right time. Come to think of it, he 
I would also make a very good king. 
King Yit/hak and Queen Ofiru — 
not hud, not hud nt all. But I think 
he would make an even belter 
prime minister. 

The saddest aspect of the new 
Knesset, apart from the peculiar 
constellation of parties, is the 
dearth of women. Out of 120 
members, only eight are women. If 
anything, the position of women in 
_poli]jcaiuJsFaol-has~dcclined in the 
past three decades. 

This was the subject of a 
melancholy interview on Love of the 
Land, with Esther Herlilz, an outgo- 
ing woman MK, trying to explain to 
a caustic but sympathetic Meir 
Shalev why women have sunk so 
low. She had no real insight to offer, 
other than to imply sadly that Israeli 
politics are a man’s game. It 
wouldn't matter so much If the men 
played H well, but they don’t, so 
why the women don’t get together 
to stage a coup I will never under- 
stand. 
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What’s on at the Theatre 


An occasional column to indicate 
what is happening in the Theatre 
in Israel. The list is not complete. 
The number of performances at 
particular venues varies. 

AD propammes are In Hibnw ualess Mbanrlae 
listed 

Jerusalem 

DIARY OF DAVID & RUTH — The story of 
a lovers' straggle for Africa, with Jane and 
Rory Kilalea. (Htlion. Utile Theatre.) 

GROS CALIN — Emile Ajar's play about the 
Individual's alienation in a consumer society. 
Translated and adapted by and starring Nlto 
Nitai. (Pergod.) 

SOLDI fRS ON THEIR WAY — By Wiliam 
Hale. Adopted by Hitlel Mluelpunkl. (Khan.) 

SIGNS AND WONDERS — A journey into 
the world of mysticism with Oded Tnnml. 
(Israel Museum.) 

Tel Aviv area 

ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF AN 
ANARCHIST — By Italian writer Daria Fo. 
About the murder by the police of Guiseppi 
Pmetli. an un arch in arrested on suspicion of 
performing un act of l error, but cleared of 
guilt posthumously. Hablmah production. 
(Habimuh. Large Hell.) 

ADAM'S PURIM PARTY — Based on 
"Adam Resurrected" by Yoram Kaniuk. 
Directed by Nola Chilton. (Neve Tstdek 
Theatre Centre.) 

ANNA CHRISTIE - Eugene O'Neill's play 
about (he redemption of a fallen woman by the 
love of a pure man. Cameri production. 
(Cameri.) 

BATTERED WOMEN — Preienled by the 
Theatre Group. Directed by Nola Chilton; 
Movement by Daniclla Mkhacli. (Neve 
Tsedek Theatre Centre.) 


THE DIARY OF A MADMAN — By Gogol. 
(Tc'airon Hamadregot.) 

THE GOODBYE PARTY - Story of an un- 
derground fighter by AMi Hanegbi and Dina 
Liman. (Tiaviti 

GOOD LUCK AND BAD LUCK — By Isaac 
Bashcvis Singer (Kiryat Ono, Tuesday at 4.30 
p.m.; Beil Hehayat, Wednesday ai 4 p.m.) 

IN THE PENAL COLONY — By Franz 
Kafka. Directed by Asher Turfed. (Te'otron 
Hamadregot.) • v • 1 ■ • • 

THE LAST OF THE WORKERS - By 
Yehoshua Sobol Directed by Nola Chilton 
and Gad/ Rol. (Beit Lessin.) 

THE LAST STRIPTEASE - Political satire 
by Yehoshua Sobol and Hillcl Mluelpunkl. 
(Tzavu.) 

THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO - Musical 
play by Peter Turrini, based on the opera by 
Mozart. Hablmah production. (Habimah.) 

THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR - By 
Shakespeare. Cameri production. (Cameri.) 

NO MORE PAY — Satire on Inflation by 
Dario Fo. Directed by Gcdalia Besser. (Tzav- 
ta.) 

THE ORATION — By Haim Hazaz. Directed 
and performed by Michael Kfir. A young 
haiutz delivers no oration to a group of com- 
rades in which he castigates the Jewish people 
for having wallowed In their suffering for 2.000 
years. Haifa Theatre production. (Te'alron 
Humadregol.) 

SIMPLE STORY - By S Agnon. Produced 
by Habimuh. (Habimah. Small Hall.) 

THE TRIALS OF JOB - By Hanoch Levin. 
Based on the biblicol story. The play tells of a 
mun's journey from faith and hope to denial 
and despair, and back. Cameri production. 
(Cameri.) 

VIEUX CARRE — By Tennessee Williams. 
Habimah Theatre production. (Habimah ) 


THE WORKROOM — By Jean Claude 
Grumberg. Translated and directed by Michal 
Govria. (Habimah. Small Hall.) 

Haifa 

THE FIRST IMMERSION - Social ultra 
written and ..directed by Adam Baruch. 
Produced by Dor-Ba Theatre. (Beil 
Rothschild.) > 

I 

THE HOSTAGE - Haifa Theatre produc- 
tion. (Municipal Theatre.) 

WOMAN ALONE — Monodrama by Simone 
de Beauvoir. Whh Ruth Segal. (Municipal 
Theatre.) 

Other towns 

BICYCLE FOR A YEAR — Documentary 
about the Haifa Theatre's Project Group that 
went to Kiryat Shmona to help the com- 
munity. Directed by Nola Chilton, who also 
initiated the Project (Kfar Galim.) 

THE M A IDS — By Jean Genet . T ranslated by 
Ada Ben-Nahuni. Directed by Gaza Panes. 
Beersheba Theatre production. (Becraheba.) 

GOOD LUCK AND BAD LUCK — 
(Nmnyt.V 

NAIM — From a mory by A.D, Yehoshua. 
Directed by Nola Chilton. Haifa Theatre 
production. (Kfar Yugur.1 

SCAPINO — Musical comedy by Frank 
Dunlop and Jim Tale, based on Moliere's 
Fourberries dc Scupin, about a clever servant 
gelling the heller of his social superiors. 
Beersheba Theatre production. (Yokne'am.) 

SIGNS AND WONDERS — (Yavne.) 

SIX CHARACTERS IN SEARCH OF AN 
AUTHOR — By Luigi Pirandello. Translated 
by Ada Ben-Nuhum. Directed by Yoram Falk. 
( Beersheba.) 

THE TRIALS OF JOB - (Kfar Tabor.) 

YENTL — By Isaac Dushevis Singer. 
Produced by the Cameri Theatre. (Tiberias.) 
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The choicest 
of grapes 


TORA AND FLORA 
L.l. Rablnowltz 

Portion of the Week; Mosul, 
Numbers 33 to the end. Haftara, 
Jeremiah 2.4 — 28. The -verse dis- 
cussed isjJerS.21 . 

THE HAFTARA of this Sdbbath, 
(he second of the three weeks of 
mourning, follows directly on that 
of last Sabbath. 11 mentions the 
choicest of all the strains of the vine 
plant, the sorek, which is mentioned 
again in Isaiah 5.2, and both pas- 
sages convey the same message. 

The farmer planted this choice 
strain in the hope of reaping a 
harvest of choice grapes, but 
something went wrong, and it 
produced the opposite,' the worst 
and least desirable of all the 
products of the vine. 

In the haftara, that disappointing 
product ' is referred to merely as 
“the degenerate plant of a strange 
•vine;” .in the Isaiah passage it is 
given a name, beushim*' and 'it is 
made clear that the result was not 
due to any neglect by the farmer, 
but' a perversion of nature. He 
planted his vineyard on a “fruitful 
hill and he digged it, and cleared it 
of stones and planted it with the 
sorek, and also hewed out a vat 
therein.” 
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These last words are of more than 
passing interest. Only twice in the 
Bible, as far as I am aware, is there 
specific mention of the eating of 
grapes as such, in contrast to the ex- 
tensive mentions of indulging in 
wine. The one is the prohibition of 
the Nazirite to do so, but, as I 
pointed out in this column last 
month, it is part of the prohibition 
encompassing every product of the 
vine “from the pressed grapes even 
lo the kernel." The other mention is 
equally special. It is in Deut. 23.25. 

fiut the main and almost ex- 
clusive importance of the grape was 
that it was the raw material for the 
manufacture of wine, and this is 
true both of the biblical and 
lulmudic periods. In the blessing to 
his sons, Jacob says of Judah, “He 
wusheih his garment in wine and his 
vestment in the blood of grapes” 
(Gen.49. il). It was the sorek that 
produced that "blood of grapes." 

Thus the building of the vat in the 
vineyard was an essential pan of the 
main end result of viticulture, the 
fermentation of the grape juice into 
wine which “gladdens the heart of 
man" (Psalm 104.15) and even 
“niaketh life glad" lEcclcs. 10.19). 
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Israeli pavilion 
at Moscow fair 

THE BOOK and Printing Centre of 
the Israel Export Institute, in 
cooperation with the Book 
Publishers Association of Israel, will 
participate in the Moscow Inter- 
national Book Fair (2-8.9. 1 981 ) as it 
did at the two previous Moscow 
Fairs. 

The Israeli stand will occupy 140 
square metres of lloor space. The 
stand will house exhibits of books in 
Hebrew, Russian, English and other 
languages. The directors of the 
Israeli stand will be Mr. Barry Pin- 
tov (Israel Export Institute) and Mr. 
Ycruham Golan (Massada 
Publishing Company and Peli Print- 
ing Works). The staff in attendance 
will include 6 Israelis. 

Ariel quarterly 
due to resume 

THE FOREIGN Ministry's 
prestigious cultural affairs quarterly 
Ariel will resume publication in 
several months time, after being 
closed more than a year and a half 
ago, during Moshe Dayan’s term as 
foreign minister. 

Replacing Yael Lotan as editor 
will be Asher Weill, editor and 
publisher of Idanim Publishing 
House. Shlamo Levinsky, manager 
of the Semana publishing firm will 
replace the former publishers, 
Jerusalem Publishing House. 

The official reason given for 
closing Ariel, which was founded in 
the early 1960s, was budget 
tightening. But the closure raised 
much controversy at the time, with 
Lotan claiming she was dismissed 
for political reasons. Ariel was 
closed a week after the American 
journal The Nation published an ar- 
ticle by Lotan calling for Israel's 
withdrawal from the West Bank. 

Keter offers Its 
n ew prospectus 

KETER Publishing House has 
brought out a full-colour pros- 
pectus describing its various ser- 
vices (publishing, printing, bind- 
ing and translation). 

This is a tastefully designed and 
beautifully printed prospectus, and 
a pleasure to look at. It was 
designed by Weishoff Creation. 
Keter — keep up the good work I 
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On the world market 


FOLLOWING ARE TWO reviews 
that appeared recently in the 
American book trade magazine, 
Publishers Weekly of Amos Oz’s 
works Where The Jackals Howl And 
Other Stories (Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich) and Soumchl (Harper 
& Row): 

From Amos Oz. the gifted Is- 
raeli, eight fine stories which ex- 
amine the nooks and crannies of life 
m Israel. The title story concerns a 
young girl, an ugly man, and aslart- 
ling revelation as evemng>falls over 
the kibbutz where Gallia, the girl, 
and Matityahu Damkov, the man 
live and work. In "Strange Fire," 
plans for a marriage stir up odd 
thoughts and provoke surprising 
acts; in "The Trappist Monastery" 
two soldiers converse near enemy 
territory under coyer of darkness as 
the voices of the jackals rose in 
triumph on every side." Oz writes 
brilliantly about Israel and its peo- 
ple. He sees pervasive evidence of 
political tensions, of the difficulties 
of survival, in collective and in- 
dividual behaviour. His small, 
moving dramas isolate and 
illuminate ordinary men and 



Weizmann Science Press 
journal wins high mark 


THE HIGHEST accolade that can 
be granted a journal devoted to 
popularizing science has been 
bestowed on Mada by Prof. 
Yeshayahu Leibovitz, who said that 
the country’s leading scientists 
could get “a good glimpse” of what 
was going on in other fields by 
reading this bimonthly. 


Professor Efraim Katzir, who said 
the general public should be well in- 
formed about science since it was 
this public which ultimately had to 
make decisions "affecting all of 
mankind, not only in the immediate, 
but also in the long-range future." 

He spoke of lhe_earjy~days of 
Mada and the sterling role played by 


women, the young and the old as 
they go about life in a difficult land. 
With their lives always at the edge 
of danger, these Israelis behave in 
strange and marvelous ways .Jewish 
Book Club alternate selection. 

Oz has lost no whit of the vivacity 
that the Israeli author displayed In 
his original, Iruc-to-life story of 
Soumchi. Just after World War II, 
Soumchi is living in Jerusalem and 
dreaming dreams of g|ory as well as 
. of Esthie, his love. At 1 1 years, 
Soumchi expresses his ardour by 
pulling Esthie’s braids, twisting her 
arms, etc. But he also exults in the 
greater impression he will make on 
her when he pedals all the way to 
darkest .Africa on his bike, a present 
from -his uncle. In poignant and 
funny episodes, readers share 
Soumchi’s tribulations as he trades 
the bike for an electric train, the 
train for a dog that hotfoots it back 
to its master, and winds up with 
nothing, except a smalt pencil shar- 
pener he finds. What ah this adds up 
to is an endearing ‘adventure, 
mirrored in soaring ink drawings bv 
Papas. 


«r? Cl i- nC .* h “ m °'! ed J n - 10 narrow Miriam Balaban, who was in- 
specializations, with fevTimrffeav----*i aimi-ntp| jn o ni/ting the journal 
sionals m their selected field being J °^ in 

™.T“ , ,V, a " lheyshouldknow: founding the Weizmann Sdence 
many have little awareness of what Press 

[s going on in other fields," he said. “We started with a circulation of 
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Mala, rounded by the Weizmann The Weizmann Science Pr«, in 
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press aim at presenting scientific dents, also produces Lada’ai for 
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understandable form. 


several professional journals for the 


•The role of a journal such as scientific community. They are the 


Mada," he said, "is not only to serve 
science up in an interesting and 
palatable form, but also to rid the 


"Israel Journal” series, in the fields 
of technology, botany, 
mathematics, earth-sciences, 


was developed by former president 

Publishers’ showcase 


Author Amos Oz In a relaxed mood 


Bar Han University Press 

Bar linn UniversiiyrRaniat Onn. 

Contemporary Israeli Music: Its 
Sources and Stylistic Development by 
Zvi Keren 

296 pp. Hard cover. 1980. 

This book aims at explaining the 
workings of the major factors which 
have influenced contemporary 
Israeli music, such as the music of 
the Orient, Biblical cantillation and 
liturgical melodies of various Jewish 
communities, the Hebrew language, 
Western music and the Jewish folk 
tunes from different parts of the 
world. Original material for this in- 
vestigalion was obtained through 
personal interviews with composers, 
musical educators and 
musicologists in Israel, as well as the 
examination of published and un- 
published scores, and analysis of 
recordings, broadcasts and live per- 
formances. 

The Israel Exploration Society 

P.O. Box 7041, Jerusalem. 

Three Scrolls from Qumran CavrT- 

The Great Isaiah Scroll; The Order of 

ul C L ?T uni ‘y: The Pesh * r to 
Habakkuk 

Introductions: F.M. Cross- JC 
Trever ’ ' 

Among the hundreds of scrolls 
from Qumran, the seven scrolls 
found in 1947 are unique not only in 
their having been the first dis- 
covered, but especially in their fine 
state of preservation. Indeed, these 
seven are thoroughly indicative and 
representative of the entire library 
at Qumran. Three of these scrolls 
are published here for the first time 
trom the original colour 
photographs, made soon after their 

half?™/ “ 78 S° l0Ur p,atcSl with 
half-tone reproductions opposite 

them. The plates have been printed 

by the exquisite Collotype process 

legiWc. Publifhedfn 

,l m i by , the Shrine of the 
^ ook| lhe Israe l Museum; the Israel 


Exploration Society; the Hebrew 
University, and- the Albright In- 
stitute of Archaeology and 
Research. 

Aleph Belth 

I Mishmar Hayarden St., 
Givalayim 

Libel — Zionism** Racism by Eliyohu 
Biletsky 

178 pp. 10.5 x 18 cm. 1979. English 
Antisionsmo Neuva Faz del Antiseni 
tlsmo — Spanish 

Anttzionlsmus — Der Antisemitismus 
von Heute — German 
French edition in Preparation 

This is a revealing accusation 
against racism and anti-Zionism; 
against the PLO, whose declared in- 
tention is the liquidation of the 
State of Israel; and against those 
who espouse hatred of Israel and 
Zionism, wherever they might be 
round. Haim Herzog, former Israel 
Ambassador to the U.N., wrote that 
this "...book is a very_ important 
-.conir+btttion- lu llie struggle of 
Zionism against all accusations," 

Ghetto Fighters’ House Publishers 
Kibbutz Lochamei Haghettaot, 
Mobile Post Asheret 
and 

Hakibbutz Hameuchad Publishing 
House 

Justice in Jerusalem 
by Gideon Hausner 
-68 pp. 18 x 24 cms. 1980. Hebrew 

The story of Adolf Eichmann and 
his trial in Jerusalem is well known, 
yet it is important to retell it and to 
do everything possible to prevent 
the reoccurrence of those horrific 
bays. The most terrifying thing in 
the story pf Adolf Eichmann, as told 
□y Gideon Hausner, the prosecutor 
at ms trial, was his dual-personality 
-7 the so-called “normal’’ and 
civilized German — was one facet 
ol his personality, a merciless beast 
of prey another. 
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The Van Leer Jerusalem Foundation 

P.O.Box 4070 
Jerusalem 

Facing Reality — Lessons from 
Jeremiah, the Destruction of the Se- 
cond Temple and Bar-Kochba’s 
Rebellion, by Prof. Yehoshafat 
Harkabi, with comments by 
Avigdor Lewontin and Michael 
Rosenak. 119 pp. 11.5 x 19.5 cm. 
1981. Hebrew. 

This small book, which appeared 
before the last elections In Israel, is 
political dynamite, though it is 
meant as a study of historical 
events. 

s Bar-Kochba a hero, or a 
leader playing with the fate of his 
people without judging rightly the 
might of Rome? Did he lead the 
Jewish people to destruction out of 
illusion and speculation not based 
on facts? 

As js_.ofi.en the case, assessing 
history is a way of weighing current 
real problems. Prof. Harkabi is an 
authority on military strategy and 
international relations, and has 
served as chief of Israel's military 
intelligence. 

Keter Publishing House Jerusalem 
P.O.Box 7145 
Jerusalem 91 071 

Ben-Gurion — A Biography, by Dr. 
Michael Bar-Zohar. 560 pp. 31.5 x 
21 cm. 1980. Hebrew. 

After years of studying the personal 
and public archives connected with 
the life and work of David Ben- 
Gurion, Michael Bar-Zohar wrote a 
three-volume biography of the 
great statesman. This, an abridged 
version, will give the average reader 
the story of Ben-Gurion's per- 
sonality and achievements. 
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Jacket of the Israel Exploration 
Society's volume reviewing 30 years of 
archaeological activity in the Holv 
Land. 

Bar-Zohar is a prolific writer 
whose books have been translated 
into many languages. His spy thrill- 
ers are bestsellers in the U.S. He 
has served as spokesman for the 
Israel Ministry of Defence, and was 
lecturer in social science at the 
University of Haifa. He was elected 
to the Knesset in the last elections. 

Edanfm Publishers, Ltd. 

P.O.Box 7705 
Jerusalem 91 067 

Dialogues by Yeshayahu Ben-Porat 
398 pp. 15 x 23 cm. 1981. Hebrew. 
Yeshayahu pen-Poral, (he well- 
known Israeli journalist, has written 
up eight interviews, with Nahum 
Gold man n, Yisracl Gitlili, Yaakov 
Meridor, Yaakov Shimshon 
Shapira. Meir Amit, Yaakov Hazan, 
BrunO Kreisky and Simha Ehrlich. 


’showcase 


The interviews are of special in- 
terest, especially the ones with 
Nahum Goldmann and Kreisky, as 
they were given time to express 
themselves in matters relating to 
Israel and its status in the Middle 
East. The Israelis interviewed dis- 
close many : facts not generally 
known and, at the same time, reveal 
their own personalities. 

Good Times Publishing Company 

P.O.Box 3576 

Jerusalem 

Shalom We Are Here — English 
Writing from Israel, a first anthology 
edited by David Herman. 244 pp. 24 
x 16.5 cm. English. 

For the first lime, here is a book 
that provides a platform and outlet 
for talented and creative immigrant 
writers from English-speaking 
countries. Thirty-seven short stories 
and poems, some of them real gems, 
were selected from the large 
number submitted. However, 
Shalom We Are Here is more than a 
book of writing. It is a statement 
about life in Israel as seen through 
the eyes of the English-speaking im- 
migrant — the kibbutznik, the con- 
script, the convert, the social 
worker, the journalist. 

Largely positive, it is also 
sometimes critical. It tells of the 
successful integration of these 
writers into the stirring and epic 
reconstruction of the Slate oflsracl. 
Though the editing could have been 
more polished, and some printing 
errors remain, this anthology will 
hopefully be the forerunner of many 


THREE NEW BOOKS FROM JERUSALEM 
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SFteLDSB 

WE ftHE WERE 


SHALOM WE ARE HERE la 
the first anthology of English 
writing from Israsl. Edltad by 
David Herman, its 242 pagas 
are filled with prose and 
. poetr y of 27 authors from the 
'USA7~tFK^-Sfluthi ,: Afi‘lda i 
Australia, Canada and Europe 
who emigrated to Israel. 
Laminated soft oover. 

US$10 


CHAIM NACHMAN 

BIALIK 

Selected Poems 

blllnful Hftimr-Enfllih rdilon 

mndjird by Ruih Nrro 

ftidhiot ti Enftlih Llirriiui*. 

Tl* Htbtew Unhtnlry 


CHAIM NACHMAN BIALIK, 
Selected poems by Israel's 
national poet, now published 
in a bilingual edition (Hebrew, 
English) by Ruth Navo, 
Professor, of English 
pterature. The Hebrew 
University.' 108 pages, hard 
cover. 


US$10 


ISRAEL 
GARDENING 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

MONTH MY MONTH 



ISRAEL GARDENING 
ENCYCLOPEDIA by Walter 
Prankl. The first book to 
comprehensively, month by 
month. Instruct the reader on 
what to do In the Israeli 
garden or window-box and 
with house plants. 266 pagas 
and nearly 300 Illustrations. 
Hard oover. An ideal gift to 
send your Israeli friends. 

US$14.50 


Prices includd packing and sea mail postage. Allow 6-8 weeks. 

h mb H _ mm ^ ^ 

To: The Jerusalem Post, P.O.B. 81, 91000 Jerusalem, Israel 
Please send me 

□ SHALOM, WE ARE HERE at US$10 

□ CHAIM NACHMAN BIALIK at US$10 

□ ISRAEL GARDENING ENCYCLOPEDIA at US$14.50 
My cheque is enclosed. 1 

NAME 

ADDRESS .....I 1 ...., • ■ 


Reprints of this Literary Supplement which appears monthly In The 
Jerusalem Poet International Edition ere available for the sum of S8, 
Including postage for twelve months (in six dispatches) 

i ~ •• 

| I8RAEL BOOK & PRINTING CENTER, P.O.B. 29732, Tel Aviv, Israel 


I wish to order — — — 


sets of reprints at SB par set 


My ahequefoostal order no.. 


■is attached 


Nome of Flrm/PrafBaeion 

Address: Straet 
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An Information Source Never Before Available... 

MIDDLE EAST POLICY SURVEY 

MIDDLE EAST POLICY SURVEY goes behind the scenes to provide 11 * 
readers with new and in-depth reporting not available elsewhere. 
Already. Its exclusive storlea have been quoted In tha New York Times. 
Washington Poet, Christian Science Monitor and most recently in a 
national report on the ABC Evening News. 

Subscrlbsra include ten foreign governments, tha Departments of State 
and Defense, the White House, key members of Congress and top 
.business executives. 

You can receive this uniquo Information source every other week 24 
times a year BY FIRST CLASS MAIL for only $98. 

And now for a limited time only you can receive 13 
months of MIDDLE EAST POLICY SURVEY for the price 
of 12. Just include payment with your order. 

Mail coupon to MIDDLE EAST POLICY SURVEY. 2011 EYE St.. N W 
Suite 305, Wash., D.C. 20000 or cell (202) 869-8311 to placs your 
subscription order. 

Yas. I warn the bast available coverage of Middle East politics and diplomacy Please 
begin my lubacripiton to MIDDLE EAST POLICY SURVEY immediately 

1 enclose my chock lor $B8. Please include an extra 2 issues 

Please bill mo Please bill my MASTER CARD VISA 


Card Number 

Signature 


.... Expiration Date 


Zip Code 


YAD IZHAK BEN -ZVI 
JERUSALEM 

NEW PUBLICATION 

The Jerusalem Cathedra 

Studies in the History, Archaeology, 
Geography and Ethnography of the Land of Israel 

. .in . ■ Edited by Lao I. Levina 

A Collection /of .articles based on current academic research and 
archaeological discoveries, reflecting the rich and varied political, cultural 
and economic history of the Holy Land from Biblical to Modern Times — 
.material available in EngSsh for the first time. Written by renowned scholars 
whose works are classics In their respective fields. 

361 |ip. over 90 maps and illustrations — $26. 

Available at 

Yad llhak Ben-Zvi, P.O.B. 7660, 91 076, Jerusalem. Tel. 02-639203. 


HEBREW SELF-TAUGHT 
on Cassettes 

500 carefully selected basic words. 

50 easy lessons on 4 cassettes + Hebrew-Engllsh textbook. 
Sufficient to carry on a simple conversation in Hebrew. 
Price: $38 (by airmail, direct from Achlasafi. 

THOUSAND HEBREW WORDS 

A. Rosen, 2 VOL. 

Speaking; Reading, .Writing 

Price: SIO each volume (by airmail, direct front Aohlasaf) 
Aibo available at better Hebrew bookstores in 
New York, Chicago, Loa Angeles and London.' 

ACHIASAF PUBLISHING house ltd. 

P.O.B. 4810, TEL- AVIV 61040 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


AU Israel needs to solve its economic problems is to ensure that most of the in- 
crease in the labour force in the next five years should be channelled into the ex- 
port industry. This is one of the conclusions of DAVID KRIVINE in an article 
summing up his series on six of the country’s most successful and sophisticated 
manufacturing firms. He points interestingly to the fact that more than a third of 
the business section’s gross output is exported. 

The export answer 



*** ’ ' j '■■ J.u.ia i iiu u ■ ai i ii in i in mi u 


in this series of articles I set out 
to examine why certain industrial 
companies managed to expand (heir 
output rapidly, during a decade 
when Israel's Gross National 
Product (GNP> increased only 
marginally. 

Six firms were interviewed. 
They are. according to the order in 
which the articles appeared: Elsini,, 
Dcgem Ma'aruchot. Iscar, 
Scitcx. Della Textiles, and Tudiran. 
They were selected because of their 
high growth-rate. A number of fac- 
tors turned out to be common to 
them all: good efficiency, a 
developed marketing system, 
carefully planned manpower 
policies. One characteristic stood 
out strikingly — - they were all 
engaged primarily in export. . 

During the 1950s and 1960s 
Israel's national GNP increased at a 
vertiginous pace, but this advance 
has slowed down to a crawl since 
1973, in Israel as in the world at 
large. The economic paralysis that 
seemingly prevails would be depres- 
sing, were it not that it disguises a 
more complex development. Pan of 
the economy went on growing, and 
another part began to shrink. 

It would be nice to think that the 
pan which grew was the production 
sector and the part that shrank was 
the public services, but things do 
not go that way. Manpower 
statistics show what happened. 
F.mpioyment in “public and com- 
munity services" has been going up 
steadily, from 22.6 per cent of the 
labour force in 1968 to 29.6 per cent 
in 1980. AH the production 
branches declined as a proportion 
of the total, except industry which 
remained broadly unchanged. 

Yet industrial exports grew and 
employed more staff, so the other 
industrial activities, those con- 
cerned with the domestic market, 
must have declined. Industrial 
development was fed each year not 
by new labour, most of which was 
sucked into the services — but by a 
shift of resources within the produc- 
tion complex, from the less success- 
ful to the more successful busincs- 


This shift was important, even 
salutary, constituting the one un- 
interrupted success in the country’s 
economic performance during die 
1970s. The shift was not only from 
one market to another, it was from 
low-efficiency industries to high- 
efficiency industries, from old- 
fashioned occupations that grew up 
behind tariff barriers to hyper- 
modern branches able to compete 
world-wide. 

The face of Israel's industry has 
in fact undergone a radical change 
during the last decade. This is 
demonstrated by the export 
statistics, on the assumption that 
goods (and services) which are ex- 
ported are ipso facto high-quality 
products. Here is the sue of exports 
as a proportion of output (per cent): 
1973-75 23 

1979 32 

1980 35 
Seven year* ago tbe foreign 


t customer bought less than a quarter of 
I the business sector's gross output. To- 
r day he takes more than a third. 

The change is revolutionary for 
I two reasons. The first and obvious 
f one is that exports contribute to 
narrowing the trade gap, end there 
would seem to be nothing more im- 
i poriant than that. But the export 
i, market has still another merit which 
cannot be over-estimated. It is a 
forcing-house for productivity. 

If we confine our attention to in- 
dustrial exports (excluding 
diamonds) — the branch to which 
all the six companies examined 
in these articles belong — we see 
that this category accounted for 
27.5 per cent of total exports in 1975 
and 33.5 per cent this year. During 
the last four years its sales have 
grown by between S500m. and 
S750m. per annum. 

They are not goods previously 
sold locally and now sold abroad. 
As recession overtook the domestic 
scene, factories did not shift their 
unsold toilet bowls and car radiators 
from warehouses in Tel Aviv to 
warehouses in Dusseldorf. The ex- 
ported goods are all new, designed 
io different specifications 
altogether, requiring a different 
kind of factory, different work stan- 
dards, a different approach to the 
job. 

It is hard to compare a plant in 
Israel which makes solid-state 
electronic telephone exchanges 
(complete with call forwarding, 
automatic time recall, page queue- 
ing, trunk queueing, speed calling 
and executive overdrive) with a 
plant which makes brown paper 
envelopes that don't stick down. 

It is farcical to put side by side a 
factory producing the world’s first 
digital camera system specifically 
designed for cardiologists, and a 
factory that makes talcum powder 
which Teels and smells like chalk. 

In each of these examples the 
former enterprise serves the export 
market, the latter the domestic 
market. They could be situated in 
different planets. 

By creating an economic climate 
which stimulates exports, the Israeli 
authorities are engineering a 
technological revolution which they 
have not been able to achieve by 
other means. Primitive business 
concerns are being gradually 
replaced by sophisticated oncs. The 
export statistics cited above in- 
dicate a radical increase in foreign- 
currency earnings, and at one and 
the same lime a radical improve- 
ment in industrial standards. 

So far so good; but the change, 
though Tapid, is not rapid enough. 
Israel's trade deficit continues to 
gape wide. 

Moreover Israel's living stan- 
dards cannot improve until the 
GNP increases, and the only way 
that the GNP can increase without 
causing an economic breakdown is 
if it is export-led. Should (he GNP 
grow (for the right reasons) 
domestic demand will grow with it, 
which puts paid to the current prac- 
tice of drawing manpower away 


from firms serving the domestic 
market. Some other sector of the 
economy must be tapped, and the 
only one available is the branch that 
is expanding fastest: the public and 
community services. 

It is important to define what is 
meant by public services in this con- 
text. The problem is not the growth 
of slate-ownership. Business 
enterprises belonging to the govern- 
ment or the trade union movement 
can operate as efficiently as 
enterprises belonging to the private 
sector — as demonstrated by 
Renault in France. ICoor and Israel 
Aviation Industries in Israel. The 
distinction to be drawn is between 
organizations exposed to market 
conditions, and those not so ex- 
posed; or to put it another way, 
organizations financed by the sale 
or their product, and those financed 
by the state budget. 

All Israel needs in order to solve 
its economic problem is that most of 
the increase in the labour force dur- 
ing the next five years be channelled 
to export. In order to do that the 
civil service must be subjected to a 
budget freeze. The public sector 
will in that case cease to grow. It 
will not shrink in size but will 
become smaller proportionately, as 
a percentage of an expanding 
economy. 

The government's task would be 
to make sure that the slack is taken 
up. through increased investment 
by entrepreneurs in the export 
branches. Freezing the state budget 
will not automatically unfreeze the 
growth of production. A push will 
be necessary, and the government 
must study closely how to prod 
more companies like Iscar and 
Scitex and Elscint and Delta into 
starting business. 

The talents are there, the 
abilities, the infra-structure, even (if 
the growth of the public sector is 
stopped in its tracks) the capital. 
The most successful countries since 
the last world war are those which 
put the export market in the 
forefront of their effort, with the 
local market taking second place. 
Notable examples are Japan and 
W«t Germany, with Israel moving 
lately into that category also. 

Countries which did the opposite, 
allowing local demand to swell ex- 
cessively so that output flowed 
mostly to the domestic clientele, 
'(Britain, Italy, France before iDe 
Gaulle) ran sooner or later into 
crippling shortages of foreign ex- 
change. Those whose growth was 
export-led were free of any such dis- 
ability. 

The government's job is thus 
twofold: to reduce domestic de- 
mand by cutting the public services 
down to size; and to see to it that 
the resources released by this in- 
itiative do not become idle or lie un- 
used. The aim of budget-cutting is 
not to create unemployment. 

It is to shift labour where it is 
needed. The place where it is 
needed at the moment is the export 
sector. The authorities must ensure 
that that is so. They have to stop 
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Electronics and ship-building... aspects of Israel’s Industrial revolution. 
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devising costjy new social laws and 
5t( ?P “““Sizing consumption. 

They should devote their energies 
instead to a single overriding end- 
purpose: making sure that invest- 
ment in dollar-earning branches is 
doubled and trebled; breathing life 
into neglected potentialities, like (to 
take an outstanding missed oppor- 
tunity) computer software services' 
dismantling all the still existent 
bureaucratic barriers which make 
ife more difficult than it need be for 
the export manufacturer. 

If Israel sets its sights on one pre- 
eminent national planning goal, to 
increase exports by $2b. a year until 
further notice, (the 1980 total was 
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S10.5b.) all other Issues would 
resolve themselves. More wealth 
would become available for wages, 
and in due course also for defence 
needs and the social services; more 
employment would be provided; 
productivity would rise,' and higher 
professional standards would 
gradually percolate through tbe 
economy. 

The top-grade companies in- 
vestigated in this series would 
become typical of all organized ac- 
tivity in the country. They would 
become the rule, instead of what 
they still arc despite Israel’s excep- 
tional industrial growth — the ex- 
ception to the rule. 
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New wax, composite material, insecticide 

Research pays off at Ben-Gurion University 


By MACABEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Some IS50 million in 
private industrial investments are 
expected to How during the next 
few years into the Applied Research 
Institute at Ben-Gurion University, 
in Bcersheba. This was slated 
recently by Prof. Arieh Lavie, 
chief scientist in the ministry of in- 
dustry, trade and tourism. He added 
that his office in the past five years 
had allocated SI. 6m. for various 
projects at the institute, and had 
earmarked IS20m. for the same pur- 
pose. 

“I expect 15 industries to be set 
up on the basis of research done at 
the institute within the next five 
-years," he said. He pointed out that 
several projects which were likely to 
become a commercial success in- 
cluded: extracting wax from the jo- 
joba shrub for cosmetics and 
lubricants; producing techno- 
cc ramie components based on 
metallic oxides; applying composite 
material technologies for industrial 
uses; cultivating “guayule,” a plant 
with a i 5 per cent latex content; and 
developing "pheromones," the "sex 


attractant" used by various small in- 
sects, which could be used to detour 
the male into a death trap. 

Prof. Lavie and Prof. Haim 
Forgacs, acting director of the in- 
stitute, and Yair Inov, director of 
Negev Jojoba Ltd., said that the in- 
dustrial pilot plant for the projec- 
tion of jojoba plants by tissue 
culture methods will be set up short- 
ly in Ofakim, a southern develop- 
ment town. In the first stage, the 
pilot plant will produce between 
100,000 and 400.000 plants annually. 

Some 200 jojoba plants could be 
cultivated on one dunnnt (the plants 
could thrive on brackish water), and 
the jojoba seeds (or beans), which 
are a bit larger than coffee beans, 
would be harvested mechanically. A 
dunam is about a quarter of an acre. 

Negev Jojoba was established in 
1977 as a partnership between 
Delck ( 10 per cent initial holdings, 
which were to rise to 26 per cent 
when the project became success- 
ful), with the remaining 90 per cent 
coming from a group or American 
investors. 

"The wax is an excellent sub- 
stitute for the oil of sperm whales 


Trade pact for Israel, Chile 


YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Host Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — A Cltilean-lsrncli 
agreement on trade and economic 
cooperation is being negotiated and 
will be signed soon, Chileun Ambas- 
sador to Israel, Santiago Benadavu, 
has disclosed. 

Benadava was speaking at a 

seminar dealing “with" trade' and 
commerce between the two 
countries, organized by the Isracl- 
Latin America, Spain and Portugal 
Chamber of Commerce, Bank Leu mi 
and the Export Institute. He 
pointed out that exports to Chile 
from Israel have increased from 
$2.8nt. in 1979 to SI8.5m. in 1980. 


Minister of Industry Trade and 1 
Tourism Gideon Pan. who also par- 
ticipated in the seminar, said that 
Israel planned to st lengthen the 
commercial tics with Chile and in 
this way ii might be able to bring u 
drop in its inllaiiun rale the way 
Chile did, from 300 pfcr cent per 
year to less than 30 per cent. 

Meanwhile, lertcli *.iM" or.ip«- 
farmers (asrweek appealed to the 
government for relief in the wake of 
the crisis facing them. 

Despite a bumper crop they arc 
unuhlc to export grapes this year 
because tabic grupes from Chile arc 
now flooding the European market, 
at prices fur lower than Israel can 
offer. 


(now an endangered species) and 
the Lon Cosmetics Company has 
already developed a series of 
products based on its wax, Lon was 
marketing its products both here 
and abroad. 

The institute planned not only to 
sell the wax but also to sell its ac- 
cumulated know-how in this area. 

Shmuel Dror, general manager of 
the National Brewery, pointed out 
that liis company (which is control- 
led by Canadian interests) had 
already invested S350.000 in setting 
up two new companies. One is for 
tcchno-ceramic components based 
on metallic oxides, and the other for 
applying composite material 
technologies. National Brewery is 
expected to invest $1.5m. in each 
project in the near future. 

The market Tor both products was 
huge, especially in the U.S., Dror 
said, and he expected exports to be 
iibuul 5500,000 in 1983. 

Both methods were invented by 
recent immigrants from Eastern 
Europe, and their reseurch wus car- 
ried out with the help of the chief 
scientist. 

Shekel devaluation 
is slowed down 

Tile Bank of Israel lias decided to 
slow down the pace of devaluation, 
in response both to the drop in the 
rate of inflation in recent months 
and to the increase in the supply of 
foreign currency. Both factors have 
caused a short-term strengthening 
n| the I'.rvli '.hi.-ki.-l 

Since the beginning of the month, 
the shekel was devalued by 1.5 per 
cent against the currencies basket 
and by 3.23 per cent against the dol- 
lar. 

Except for March, the devalua- 
tion of (he shekel against the dollar 
was higher than it was relative to 
other currencies. 


Egypt decreases price of its oil exports | Rates of Exchange 


Post Economic Reporter 
The price of oil Israel imports 
from Egypt is being reduced by 
three dollars u barrel. 

The price drbp — the second 
over the past six months — is 
retroactive to July 1 and will save 
Israel some S42 million annually. It 
follows a trend of price reductions 
in the world oil market due to a sup- 
ply surplus over the past half year. 

The price of high-grade Suez 
bl.end, one type of oil to be affected 


by the decreases, will fall from S36 
to 533, compared with the January 
price of 540.50. Egypt supplies 
Israel with some two million tons of 
oil a year — nearly half of this 
country's oil needs. 

In contrast to Egypt, Mexico — 
Israel's main oil supplier — has 
recently raised its prices. While 
Israel could buy oil more cheaply 
elsewhere, such as on the spot- 
market, it does not intend to cancel 
iLs contracts with Mexico. 


Foreign exchange raiei igilnit tbe Iirarl 
Shekel. 24.7.81 

Currency IS 

V.S. 12.1238 

Bril lib sterling 22.4713 

German mark 4.9M4 

French franc 2.0859 

Dutch guilder 4.4609 

Swiss franc 5.7500 

Snedlih krone 2.3325 

Danish krone 1.5835 

Canadian dollar 9.9579 

Australian dollar 13.8133 

Sooth African rand 12.8900 

Belgian franc (10) 3.0281 
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Tomato farmers near Mt. Tabor begin harvesting their part of what 
promises to be a bumper crop throughout the country. The Vegetable 
Marketing Board expects to process about 170,000 tons, compared to 
164,000 tons last year, with the farmers receiving $75 per ton, of which 
SI I is a government subsidy. 

lYIccs for consumer dxtuld remain low throughout the summer as the 
VMB releases industrial strains to the wholesale markets whenever 
there is a shortage of regular tomatoes. ibnidSuni 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — About l,00(j tons of 
Valencia oranges, now in cold 
storage, will probably have to he 
destroyed because the Citrus 
Markeiing Board (CM It) cannot 
sell them, here or ahroad. 

The CMB bad been trying to sell 
both oranges and grapefruits from 
cold storage at special reduced 
prices, hut the fruit was not moving. 
It is believed one reason is the sur- 
pluses of summer fruits like 
peaches, grapes and melons also be- 
ing sold at relatively low prices. 

The CMB managed to sell at 
great loss about 7,000 tons of 
grapefruits in cold storage to the 
processing plants. In addition to the 
losses the farmers had in keeping 
the fruit in cold storage, they had to 
lake the grapefruits out of their 
boxes and packaging papers and 
burn them. The processing plants 
can no longer absorb any more 
citrus fruit till November because 
they have already started processing 
summer fruits and vegetables. 

Amihai Zur, managing director of 
the Citrus Products Board, told The 
Jerusalem Post that negotiations 
have begun on the price of citrus 


fruits for industry. It is feared that 
this ye ai. like the previous two 
years, die negotiations between the 
ii id List rial i sis and the farmers will be 
long and nerve racking 

Zur has already warned that die 
industry will mu be able to pay j 
Inghci prue tor the trim than that 
paid during the last lwu years, SoS 
per tun. This year the industrialists 
claim that they can nut raise the 
price because their European 
clients tire not willing to pay the 
same price they paid last year for 
the citrus produce. The customers 
are demanding a much lower price 
because of the drop in European 
currencies compared to the dollar. 

A similar currency problem exists 
now w ith the export of processed 
red pepper (gatnbal. Zur explained 
that in January when they had 
signed the agreements with the 
farmers, they had not taken into 
consideration the drop in the Euro- 
pean currencies. Their customers 
are now demanding that this proces- 
sed pepper be sold at a 25 per cent 
reduced price, meaning that the 
processing plants will lose about S70 
per ton. The industry has turned to 
the government for help. 
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4 French banks transferred to Leumi 


TEL AVIV. — The ownership of the 
four banks acquired by Bank Leumi 
in France from the Rothschild in- 
terests will be formally transferred 
on October I, it was announced 
here recently. An agreement to this 
effect was already signed 
between Bank Leumi and the 
Rothschild interests. 

Bank Leumi has been active since 
1972 in France, which has the 


largest Jewish community in Europe 
and the third-largest in the Western 
world, after the U.S. and Israel. 

At present, Leumi has two out- 
lets, both in Paris. The four new 
branches, in Marseilles, Strasbourg, 
Lyon and Nice, will bring its 
branches in France , up to six. 
Outlets in Europe will after October 
number 17 and the total of outlets 
outside of Israel will be 61. 


$1.5m. Hadera Paper Mills exports 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The Hadera Paper 
Mills will export writing pads, 
envelopes and other, stationery 
worth Sl.Sm. to England, Denmark 
and Sweden this year. The factory 


believes that this type of export can 
be maintained, and even expanded, 
if the problem of low profitability 
due to the weakness of the Euro- 
pean foreign currencies can be 
bvercome. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 1981 

The come down 

WITH THE SITUATION in the north deteriorating, and 
relations w'th the U.S. near crisis dimensions, the cabinet yesterday 
took a stand on the American proposal — demand is really the 

K? P Pi r n ~~ *? r 8 P , r T P ‘ ceaae ' firc betw «en the Israel army and 

tne PLO terrorists in Lebanon. 

0n Pr 5 mie r Be 8m’s suggestion, the cabinet endorsed the 
f k C “*: fire ‘ b “ l , ,n a version and language of its own. It an- 
“ pCace j ® lo L be ne 8° liated with the government of 

pi ff°M ay W< i Ud ! he 8 0VCrnmenl authorize anyone to treat 

SS!i»r! « fro °'a» “k W0U ' d relaln lhe right 10 def " ld ils 

In a world where only words are real, it -would perhaps be 
reasonable for the government to pin responsibility upon Lebanon. It 
after all is the terrorists' host country. And, as a sovereign govern- 
ment, only with it can a durable peace be made 

.■ J.t °, n ! y di ?l cult y with thiB a PProach is that it is unreal. The no- 
tion that Israel has been engBged in hostilities with Lebanon or that 
ITh-v-h * 8°vernmem ,n Beirut capable of negotiating a ‘'peace" 
]5“ h ?° u, . d ei jbrace the terrorists - and, of courae, without 
acknowledging the existence of the PLO — is a complete absurdity 
as everyone ip Jerusalem knows full well. 7 

For the past four years, Israel itself has been able to pursue ils in- 
terests in Lebanon, both southern and northern, with but the scantest 
reference to President Sarkis's phantom regime. There is no good 

Mr u Sarkis " ow sudd «nly to be able to be a partner 
who could silence the terrorists. K 

®* bind n he cab , inet ' s obfuscation, there is quite a different reality. 
President Reagan s envoy, Mr. Habib, yesterday expressed it bluntly. 
On the basis of the cabinet decision, he is pursuing Mr. Reagan's 

?h»! C r«V°r aChleVC M c . case ’ flre - And wh « he delicately did nolsay, 
W °u U J h 5"® 10 bc concluded not with an army-less 
Lebanon, but with the PLO. * 

And none of Mr. Begin's verbal twists yesterday could conceal 
consequence pnC * P3,d r ° r d,vorcin 8 militar y action from political 

There is, of course, another price and that is the damage to Israel's 
relations with the U.S. and to Israel's image in American public opi- 

n nH« 0lTi ' n 1 Washington, the escalation in the anti-terrorist war — 
and especially the ill-conceived aqd ill-timed bombings in Beirut - 
.? ,. ecn a n Ul ^ance and ainburrussmcnt or the first order. Thedclav 
wruth IV€rV ° f thC F 165 ' S bUt a symbolic expression of presidential 

. su . re - tew! has known outbursts of White House dis- 
pleasure before, and n has survived them all. But never before has it 
known virtually the entire American political community to join in 
; co , um 7 Even thq organized American Jewish 
community has faljen nearly mute. For the first time, the voice un- 
reservedly supporting Israel is crying in the wilderness 
Now in an effort to wriggle out of the latest stormy consequences 
or its policy — including the disruption or life in the north - 
the government is willing to embrace America's life saver, but gilded 
in race-saving rhetoric with which, at best, it fools itself. 


Dry Bones 
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I THURSDAY, JULY 23, 1981 

Heritage 
of neglect 

MORALE, said the prime minister 
to the people or the north during a 
tour of the area yesterday, is what 
really matters. So long; as morale is 
running high, everything is going to 
turn out fine. 

The Galileans who came out to 
greet Mr. Begin yesterday appeared 
to have suffered no loss of morale. 
They were in good, even high 
spirits. They were determined to 
stick it out despite the intermittent 
barrage of terrorist .Katyusha 
rockets that had been brutally 
pounding their towns and villages 
rom across the border for over a 
week. They were not about to leave 
he homes they loved, and they 
«re inviting (he rest of the country 
o show solidarity not so much by 
erving host to the women and 
hildren until the storm blew over, 
s by going up north and pitching in. 
Now it so happened that yester- I 
lay was a relatively uneventful day | 
n the war between the PLO ter- I 
orists and the IDF, with only a few I 
hells falling around Metulla, caus- I 
ig no injuries and no damage: an | 
ugury, perhaps, of the cease-fire. I 
hen, too, the people the premier | 
sw were those who had stayed I 
ehind after the leavers had already I 
to join friends and relatives in I 
tore tranquil parts of Israel. In 
aniline Kiryat Shmona, the ex- 1 
dus had meanwhile swept up more 
iun half the population. | 

For those out of reach of the 
alyushas it is no doubt wonderful- 1 
heartwarming to find so many of I 
icir fellow northerners who grin 
id bear it, or keep an Israeli stiff 
jper lip. I 

But the fact of the matter is that I 
e experience through which these 
alileans have lately been going is I 
ore harrowing than any known by 
large a region of the country 
ice the War of Independence: the I 
lys and nights spent in stuffy air- I 
id shelters, the closed down Tac- I 
ries. the fields on fire, the 
serted summer resorts. 

The disruption of normal life has 
en bad enough. But the worst 
rt is that the country, and not just I 
e north, has simply not been ready I 
r all this. This stute of unreadiness j 
in large measure the heritage of 
gleet going back many years. I 
ryat Shmona’s woefully poor in- I 
istructurc has a direct bearing on I 
s hopelessly inadequate condition I 
us shelters — and on the flight of 
many of its people south. But the 
ualion is not markedly belter in I 
: older town of Nahariya, and I 
en in some of the smaller settle- 1 
:nls. I 

Quite obviously the assumption, 
sn in the highest circles, was that I 
tins just could not happen: that I 
Israel's armed forces would put paid 
lo the terrorists’ arrogance before 
anything like (his would ever come | 
to pass. The assumption, it turns I 
out, was wrong. 

Now the government is mshing 
army personnel, psychologists and 
artists to keep up morale in front- 1 
line Galilee, and it has hastily 
granted first Kiryat Shmona and I 
then Nahariya the status of border 
town. These belated measures are I 
better than none. 

However, since what was 
previously held unthinkable has 
now taken pluce, it might be a good 
idea to give some systematic 
thought tu better protecting the 
civilian population and sustaining 
more normal life — should it hap- 
pen uguin. } 


Dry Bones 
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TUESDAY, JULY 21, 1981 

Job for the new Knesset 

THE NEW KNESSET, its face scrubbed clean and bright, was called 

yCStCrduy to be sworn in - and t0 clecl a chairman. This is 
the ten h Knesset since 1949, and while a handful of veterans have 
been with it irom the start, a full 44 of ils 1 20 members are at present 
complete newcomers. This is a large enough turnover to be viewed as 
an mdex or the political system’s - and parliament’s own - capacity 
for self-renewal and innovation. ^ * 

J 1 tbe mafln * r aC-Lhe-Knesset is nevertheless set by the old timers, 
who in uny case outnumber the novices. So it would seem inadvisable 
to jump to any Conclusions on this score. 

Hflv b y a .number of Likud parliamentarians since election 

day are to be credited, this Knesset may in fact be due for some 

fhfm! mi r°t'? 30 | n ^ e ^ y ° n ' These ' hovVevcr * wil1 ** dictated mostly by 

with the *Aliani , Llk , Ud *L n .°y ™ duccd to u P rccise numerical equality 
with the Alignment, that its tiny coalition majority may lose control 
or- even confidence of the Knesset by a fluke. 

mcasu?« V h a n vVw n d T d P T SpeCl fro,n comin 8 irue, h number of 
p a : ncd: rcaervin 8 the chairmanships of all ma- 
ees Sno Kn the Likud, cutting down on the number of commit- 

tSSSSSSTT VO nB u m lhc plenum to but 0,ie d »y a week, 
restrictive^ ’ ° f ■ °T C ’ b6 fuMy wi!hin its ri 8hts in passing such 

^SiS^SSr ,n 8ame po,iliC8, they n,ay be considcred 

At the same time, they would bc proof that the doctrine of 
SfjlSand Zt™ 18 n ° l neCeSSUrMy co,nputib 'e with the rule 

newc L omcrs on both the Right and the Left could find 
° Ul u f ° r , thcm ln lhc ^thing criticisms made by 

Committee'nf E2T* ! he (I lMt , chalrma " or the Central Elections 
mem^ ^ e ecUons (^t. electoral) system. In his com- 

mSK a Mt ,5S , Ue ’ lhe former Supreme Court justice 
or \ J * C “ Se CO ■ ,d bc madc for Gaining the system or 
EEJ2. representation in a country madc up of as many 

reason and Inte restsas Israel Rm Iustice-EtTfanrsawno 

dlH p a ^ tthod ' 5ra ^>ions thal mukes them, is hs 

demnrrntin ° f gMt ’ s, owest the most expensive and the most hyper- 
—atie of any country I know." K 

dma5 Till SI b * w !? n 8 about ‘‘hyper-democratic” elec- 

2 says Justice Etzioni, lies in the fact that the system 

evw IS f y ' by : n, 8ht lists, with fewer real-life backers 
that mav undermin 8 '?? 1 ^OO aignatories, and boasting programmes 
iiU n hno,„ the ,tale ‘ democratic foundation., to enter the 
Mo t nHh, EFT n u°* *° ,he , m “ l ™ but to the Exchequer, 
deiem an evjn f * 0lh " c0 "’P'‘ l " t » have been made before, but 
reneued bv "f "T C , tfu J h ' arin 8 nov/ *bM they have been 
the Knesset and th * en ® , °| h ‘atua between the disiolution of 
oaian thl denial nr ‘‘““on. the length of the election cam- 
evMfonoftha ™ r ' rael “ on omci,,1 miMiona abroad, the 

f«S°cLX C Xagrd C a' ng ‘ aW ’ by * he POl “ iCal Parti “' lh ' 

law ‘ lha * dMS ”* 

Even if thev HIsoe>». nk«.< •«._ .... 
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J. ' jusuce ciziom. 

tarians extent of the Problem, parliame 

saw oiinfon a ?.i h ? f T ' '!™ ers amon ® them - should *«f I" « 
‘" p “ ""' t0 legulative arma. A reform of the eiectio 

combuina the “. c . IUn * n a . cl ! a ",' n B e ‘ban fighting Inflation 
parliamemarv innn^” 818 ’ 8 lbc au thentic province 

KSE? ITT?"' ? nd " » h0 “W not be left for the eve of t! 
election, when it n alwaya far loo late to do anything nseft 
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READERSJJ2I2S— — 

CHALLENGE FOR PRESIDENT NAVON 


To the Editor qf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Your article of July 3 sug- 
gesting that the President, Mr. 
Yitzhak Navon, prepare himself to 
stand for elections, said what many 
Israelis have thought for some time. 

•Mr. Begin's irresponsible though 
successful incitement of large 
numbers of people, his sly exploita- 
tion of their resentment and frustra- 
tion, his encouragement of aggres- 
sion and violence which was implied 
in his rhetoric and made effective 
by his histrionics, have intensified 
the wish for a suitable head of 
government. Mr. Begin's attacks of 
depression and apathy, alternating 
with periods of euphoria, put fear in 
the hearts of those who have 
resisted brainwashing. 

The Alignment, with its pater- 
nalistic and patronising attitude to 
all not -enjoying the benefit of an 
Eastern European Yiddish culture, 
has made Mr. Begin's work easy, 
though he, too, is a representative 
of all that was negative in this 
creative and deeply Jewish world 
that has been destroyed. His imita- 
tions of the Polish aristocrats, just 
because they fall short even of this 
doubtful ideal, would be amusing 
were it not that his whole perfor- 
mance makes Israelis who are 
realistic blush, and gives the world a 
good reason to despise the state. 

Mr. Yitzhak Navon symbolizes 
what is good in Israel and in 


Judaism. His poise, his humour and 
his grasp of reality, not only that of 
Israel but of the whole world, make 
him an ideal statesman. He is pop- 
ular on both sides of the fence. He is 
aware of the past, of its suffering, 
without making capital of the 
Holocaust, and without using it as a 
vote getter. He is also aware of 
political and cultural contexts, and 
if he is put in the right place, he will 
hopefully be able to prevent Mr. 
Begin and his crowd of howling ad- 
mirers -of all origin from destroying 
what was built up so admirably, in 
spite of the many errors and short- 
sighted judgments accompanying' 
the work of upbuilding. 

Once we use the right way to ap- 
proach the question of integration 
of those citizens whose parents or 
grandparents come from pre- 
industrial societies, we will manage 
to cope with it. From my limited ex- 
perience in education 1 can only say 
that, where expectations of teachers 
are right and there is no 
ethnocentric ity and blind pride and 
prejudice, success is surprisingly 
great. 

I hope Mr. Navon, who has 
hesitated over the issue, will live up 
to the challenge which is no less 
than saving Israel from destruction 
through strife, civil war and 
blindness to new realities. 

ALISA LOE WEN BERG 

Tel Aviv. 


REFORM AND THE IDEAL OF JUDAISM 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — Your article of July 5 sug- 
article or July 12, "Divisive 
idea." The ideal of Judaism is 
reform — not of Judaism, but 
reform of the world. More explicit- 

characteristics to make the most of 
the world for Jews in their role and 
the world at large in theirs. 
(Genesis; “Through you shall be 
blessed all the families of the 
earth.") 

Therefore, the concept of reform 
of Judaism, is the concept of one 
who evaluates Judaism through the 
eyes of Lhe outside world, instead of 


the concept of a Jew evaluating the 
outside world through the eyes of 
his own heritage. 

Rabbi Youdovin asserts (hat the 
proposed legislation that only 
Halachic conversion*, he 
-recognised, wonWbrlng "dangerous 
disunity to klal Ylsrael . ” I would ask 

— dangerous to what? Can it be 
more dangerous than a line of 
thought which attempts to dilute 
Tora standards into modem culture 

— which has, or perhaps has not, 
brought about peaceful solutions to 
the world's problems? 

RACHEL GERCEK 

Jerusalem. 


THE PRICE OF POLITICAL BLINDNESS 


To the Editor qf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I couldn't believe my eyes 
when I read David Landau's article 
“The Aguda Connection" (July 5) 
saying that the Labour Party is now 
paying the price of political 
blindness for not cooperating close- 
‘y enough with the ultra-Orthodox 
Agudat Yisrael. 

As it is, Israel is the only country 
in the entire world, where a man is 
not allowed— to- marr y a divorced 
woman because his name is Cohn or 
Kahan, where people — unless they 
own a car — cannot enjoy their day 
of rest by travelling to the seashore, 
the mountains or to visit relatives, 
where medicine is stymied by a law 
against autopsies, etc. This un- 
believable situation is against the 
will of the secular majority of the 
population, but is imposed by a 
small religious minority thanks to an 
electoral system which should have 


been changed long ago. The absur- 
dity of this electoral system was 
demonstrated very clearly in the last 
election, when the electoral defeat 
of the religious block did not result 
in diminished political influence, 
but, on the contrary, increased it. 

If Israel had an electoral system 
similar to that of the U.S., the 
religious parties would either disap- 
pear from the Knesset or would be 
reduced to a completely insignifi- 
cant minority. Israel would then 
enter the 20th century, acquire a 
constitution and enact laws similar 
to those of other civilized nations. 

Labour is now indeed paying the 
price of political blindness, not 
because it did not join the anti- 
Zionist clericalists, but because it 
did not fight energetically for elec- 
toral reform; 

Dr. JACOB ROSIN 

Netanya. 


BBC DEFINITION OF HOLOCAUST 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — On Sunday, June 28, at 
IS. IS a BBC commentator broad- 
cast a 15- minute account of his visit 
lo a Polish concentration camp. The 
description was vivid, impeccable, 
literate, civilized graphic, urbane. 
He spoke with great restraint of ihe 
6.000,000 Poles, Slavs, subhumans 


slaughtered by the Nazis. But not a 
single mention during the entire 
programme of the word Jew. So, 
this deserves a salute to the BBC for 
Its Arabic definition of the word 
Holocaust. 


Tel Aviv. 


MAX GENDEL 


‘OBLIGATIONS 
OF THE POST 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — One of the marvellous 
things about Israel is the free, 
democratic debate going on there. I 
think your columns reflect it fairly 
well, with abundant criticism and 
(especially recently) some praise Tor 
your government. 

However, you should- consider 
seriously that The Jerusalem Post is 
not just one Israeli newspaper 
among many. It is the only Israeli 
daily in English. This burdens you 
with some .moral obligations that 
editors in democracies do not, and 
should not, normally have. As 
Israel's “face to the world," it is un- 
fortunate that your editorials are 
usually negative with regard to your 
government. 

With Mr. Begin re-elected, please 
make a change: stress more what is 
common to most Israelis and ex- 
plain the policy of the legal govern- 
ment of the day. 

ODD MYRLAND 
Stavanger, Norway. 


WILFRID ISRAEL 

To the Editor qf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I am writing a book, and 
would like to have any information 
about a British-born German Jew 
called Wilfrid Israel. He was the last 
owner of a well-known department 
store in Berlin called N. Israel, 
which had been founded by Nnihan 
Israel in 1815, and was the great- 
grandson of the Chief Rabbi of 
England. Dr. N.M. Adler. 

He left Berlin a few hours before 
the outbreak of war, and then only 
after he had helped many Jews to 
get out. 

He died in the plane in which he 
and Leslie Howard were returning 
to England, which was shot down by 
the Germans over the Bay of Biscay 
on June I, 1943. He had been 
engaged in bringing refugees out of 
Spain and Portugal. 

He was involved in the Habimah 
Theatre and its construction, and 
the Children's Village of Ben 
Shemen. Readers can write to me at 
Beit Brodelzky, Rehov Brodetzky 
36, Ramat Aviv, Israel. 

DAPHNE YOUNG 

Ramat Aviv. 


DENTAL VOLUNTEERS 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — In response to Marion 
Wyler’s letter from Maalot (June 7), 
it ^iould be made clear that American 
Dental Volunteers for Israel did in- 
deed try to place volunteers there. 
We made three assignments. Two of 
our three had to change their plans 
for personal reasons, and the third 
had to be reassigned after the 
programme was called off by Mrs. 
Wyler. 

Mrs. Wyler's frustration is under- 
standable. If the community does' 
undertake to set up an apartment, 
maintain a clinic, and hire a dental 
assistant, it has a right to want a 
volunteer each month to warrant 
the expense involved. We have 
found that we cannot yet make such 
a commitment for a variety of 
reasons, mainly because most of our 
volunteers are available during sum- 
mer and holiday periods. We will 
continue to look for means offtelp- 
ing in poor areas within the limita- 
tion of our capabilities. 

ROBERT S. BREAKSTONE. 

Chairman. 

American Dental Volunteers 
for Israel 

Great Neck, New York. 



Whether the tenuous cease-fire on Israel's 
northern border takes hold or has been broken by 
the time you read these words, one thing is for 


The "happenings" in the north are front page news 
throughout the world and will continue to be so for 
some time. 

But do . the facts ever get through, past the 
screaming headlines. If you happen to be a reader 
of The Jerusalem Post International Edition, the 
answer is yes. 

Flown to over ninety countries every Monday, its 
twenty-four pages of news, views, features, 
photos and cartoons help you to be on sure ground 
when your views are sought. 

Send someone a subscription. It's indispensable. 
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